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kncwn himr tok indulge in during oui
short acquailitance.

«By jOvere'lhe cried, "yeu've got me
there. I'd forgotten entirely about that
ponnd on the mantel-piece, wbich belongo
to yOU»-

&To nme? Impossbk!"
"it dees, and cannt' interfere in the

jeut with our hundred pound calcula-
tion, That is the severeign) you gave to

myman Hlopper, who, believing me hard
prmsed, took it, that 1 might have the
enjoyment of it. Hopper belongs to
Our family, or the family belongs to

bi.Taips never sure wihih. You miust
have missed in him the deferential bear-
ing of a 'nanservant in Paris, yet hie i
truc gold like the sovereigu you bestowe<

upnhim and hie bes1pwed upon me.
Now here, Monsieur, is tbe evidenca of
the thef t, together ith the rubber band
and two pieces of cardboard. Ask my
fiend Gihbes to examine them minutely.
'They are ail at your disposition, Mon-
sieur, and you wilI learn how ninch
easjerJ t is to deal iith the master than
with the~ servant when you iish infor-
mîation. Ail the gold you possesa iveuld
inet have irung these incriminating doc-
umenis front old Hlopper. 1 bad to send
him away today to the West-end, fear-
lÉg that in ]lis brutal British lvay hie
mighit have assaulted you if hie got an
inkcling of your mission!'

"6Mn Dacre," said 1 slowly, "you have
thoroughly convinced me-"t

1 thought 1 should," holie nterrupted
witb a Jaugh.

;---tlbat you did not take the

"Oh1o' this is a change of wind, surely.
Miany a man has been hanged through a
chin of cicumstantial evidence much
'w eakcn than this that I have exhibited
to you Don't you see the subtiety of my
action? Ninety-nine pensons in a hunt-
dred would say, 'No msan would be such
a fool as to put Vaimélit on his track,
and then place in Valmont's bands such
stiking evidence.' But, there 'Coines in
nmy craftiness. 0f course. the rock you

-munUp against wiIl be Gibbes' incredul-
ity. The first question le wiIl ask you
may bc this: 'Why did not Dacre corne
and borrow the xnoney from me ?" Now
there you have a certain weakness in
your- dai of evidence. I knew per-
fectly well that Gibhes would lend me
14e 'mney, and hie knew perfectly weil
that if I were pressed to the 'waliII
Blhould ask him."

"Mn, Dacre," said I. "you have been
playing iith me. I should resent that
with mest mnen, but whether it la your
own genial Inanner or the effeet of this
excellent champagne, or both togetiier,
1 forgive you. But I amn convinccd of
another.tlîing. You know who took the
money.

1 dont k-now, but i suspect."
"X3I ou tell me whomn you suspect ?"

"That would not be fair, but 1 shall
110w tale the liberty of filling your glass
with champagne."

-1 arn Veur guest, Mr. Dacre."
"Admi;ably answercd, Monsieur," ho

rePlied. peuring eut thie wine,"4 and now1 shial give you the clew. Find out al
about the story of the silver spoonn<'

.'he story cf the silvtr spoons? WVhatilver spoonis 
'-

"Ah, that is the point. You step e ut
Of the Temple into Flect Street, seize by
tbe sholilder the first man yeu meet, and
ask hirn Io tel! Veu about the silver
sPoons. Tllerc are !lt two mien anid
twvo Spoons concerned. Wlen you learn
'hc tiîo-s two men are you will know
that, one- of them did net takc the
ifleney, surd 1 give you my assurance
that the other dlid,-"

:'Vou speak iun nstery. Mr. Dacre."
"BuIlt <rtainly, for Iarn speaking to

Imens1 ii -Eunene %Valmont"
"I erlîi our words, sir. Admirably

aylswridJ, You put me on mny inettle,
and 1 !titter myseif that I sec veur
kîndl% drft. Yoit wish nie to solve the

(J tr~~illis stolcu mioncy. Sir. vout
do i ilu unr, anîd I drink to your healthi.e
UTa lr. osieur," said Lione!

SIere is a fr rpiece ofi
~1'ii(j e]lave given veu. %Vhen liej

theoli''. inllev vasgene I cried iii
IC l'1) 'of inpendin" bankcruptcy,

j-j od I C T 1Ilad it!' whereupon1
bc ttlil ' %ý 0-1-lidme to accept1
b i(]; iIi indred pounils, of whicli,(
as IBeS1hoon you, nias, oîîly six1
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pounds twclve and eightpence remains."
On leaving Mr. Dacre 1 took a lansoni

fo a pafe on Regent Street wvhicli is a
passable imitation of similar places cf
refreshment in Paris. There, calling for
a cup cf black coffee, I sat down to
think. the clew of the silver spoons!
Hie had laughingly suggcsted that 1
sliould take by the shouiders the first
man I met and ask him 'what the story
of the silver spoons was. This course
naturaliy stiuck me as absurd, and hc
doubtless intended it to secm absurd.
Ne-vertlseless it'ccntained a hint. I must
ask soinebody, and that the right pprson,
te tell the tale of the silver spoons.

Under the influence of the black coffee
1 reasoned it out in this way: On the
niglt cf the twenty-third sorue one o?
the six gueste there present stole at lun-
dred pounds, but Dacre had said that.
one cf the actons in the silver spoon in-
cident was thc actual thief. That per-
son, thon, must have been one of Mfr.
Gibbes' guests at the dinnor cf the
twenty-third. Probably two cf the
guests were the participators in the sil-
ver spoon cemedy, but, be that as it may,
it followed that one, at least, cf the men
around Mr. Gibbes' table knew the cpi-
sodeocf the silver spoons. Perbape Ben-
tham Gibbes himself was cognizant cf
it. It followed, therefore, that the cas-
iest plan was te question each cf the
men who partook cf that dinner. Yet if
oniy eue knew about the spoons tîsat
ono must also have some idea that these
spoons formed the clew which attached
hlm te the crime cf the twenty-third, in
which case be was littie ikely te divulge
wvhat he knew, and that te, an entire
strangen. 0f course, 1 might go te, Dacre
himscîf and demand the story cf the
silver spoons, but this would be a con-
fession cf failure on my part, and I
rather 'dýeaded Lionel Dacre's hcarty
laughter when I admitted that the mys-
tery-was toc much fer me. Besides this,
1 was very well aware cf the young
man's kindly intentions toward me. Ie
wished me te unravel thecocii myseif,
and se I determined net te go te hil
excopt as a hast reseurce.

I resolved te begin with Mr. Glîbes,
and, finishing my coffee. got again jute
a lîansom and drove back te the Temple.
I found M4r. Gibbes in his neem. and,
after greeting me, his first inquiry was
about the case.

"How are you getting on?" ho asked.
"I think irn getting on fainly wvcl,"

1 replied, "and expect te finish in a day
or two if yen will kindly tell me thc
story cf the silver speens."

"The silver epeons t" ho echeed, quite
evidenthy net understanding me.

"There happened an incident in which
two men were engagcd, and this incident
nelated te a pair cf silver speons. I
want te get the panticulars cf tînt."

"I haven't the slightest idea what yen
are talking about..' replied Gibbes. thon-
oughly bewildened. '"You ill have to
be more definite, 1 fear, if yen are te
get any help from me."

"I cannet be more definite. because 1
have aiready told ycu ail I know."

"What bearing has ail this on ouir ewn
case?ý

"I was informed that if 1 got bold cf
thc chcw cf the silver spoons I shcu]d le
in a fair way cf settling our case."

"Who toid ycu tînt? t"
"Mr. Lionel Dacre."
"01. dees Dacre refer tc lis nwn ccn-

juring ?e"
"I don't kncw, inm sure. What wvas

lis conjuring?e'
"A very clever trick hie dîd one nighit

at dinner here about two montls ago."

"IInd it anything te de with silver
spcns8

"Wvell, it was silver epccns or silver
forks, or something cf that kind. 1 lad
entirely forgotten the incident. Se far
as 1 recolleet at the moment there was
a sleighit-of-hand man cf great expert-
ilss lu ene of the music halls, and thc
talk turned upoii hlm. Then Dacre said
the tricks he did were easy, and, holding
up) a spoofl or a fcrk, 1 dcn't reinernber<
whliclî.lie asserled bis abiitv te make
it disappear before our cyca, to le foîindl
afterward in thc chthing cf semeene
I bere present. Several offered te inake
hinm a bet thiat le ecold <de nothin' of the
kind, buit le said le weîîld het with ne
one buit Inncs. w-le sat opposite hirn.
Inriee, with somp reluctance, accepted


