No. 155.

BILL.
[As passed by the Legislative Council. ]

An Act to define the Liability of Persons practicing
as Conveyancers.

THEREAS many persons unskilled in the laws of Real
V‘ Property and the practice of Conveyancing are em-
ployed to advise on Titles, and to prepare Conveyances and
cther documents, relating to land and to personal property,
whereby much loss has occurred through the errors of such un-
skilful persons, for which the law aflords no remedy : Therefore,
Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the'Legis-
lative Council and Assembly of Canada, enacts as follows :

. From and after the passing of this Aect, ail Deeds of
Barzain aad Sale, Mortgages, Bonds, Wills, Conveyances and
Assurance : of Rea! Estate, Leases, Chattel Mortgages, Bills of
Sale of Skips, Mortgages of Ships, Releases and Agreements,
reduced 1o writing and under seal, which shall be prepared or
drewn by any person other than one of the parties thereto for
foe or reward, or promise of fee or reward, shall be endorsed
with a statement of the name, residence and occupation of the
person who shall so prepare or draw the same. -

2. Should any person other than one of the parties to the
Deed or Instrument in writing prepare or draw, or cause to be
prepare.t or drawn, any Deed of Bargain and Sale, Mortgage,
Bond, Will, Conveyance and Assurance of Real Estate, Lease,
Chattel Mortgage, Bill of Sale of Ships, Mortgage of Ships,
Release or Agreement, reduced to writing under seal, for {ee
orreward, or promise of fee or reward, without endorsing upon
such instrument his name, residence and occupation, such per-
son shall be liable to a penalty of Twenty-five Pounds, recover-
able with costs by civil action at the suit of any party suing for
the same, before any Court in Upper Canada having jurisdiction
in cases of simple contract to such amount, upon the evidence
of any one credible witness other than the plaintiff or party in-
terested, one half of such penalty to belong to the party so
suing, and the other half to the Crown : Provided always, that
the recovery of such penalty shall not in any manner aflect the
right of recovery for any mistalie, error or negligence, as herein-
after provided. -

3. Any person or body corporate shall have and enjoy the
same remedy and right of action against the person or persons
who shall have so advised on the Title to lands, or drawn, or
piepared any such Conveyance, Deed or Instrument, for fee or
reward, or promise of fee or reward, by reason of any negli-
gence, mistake or error therein, as such person or body corporate
would now have against any Attorney or Solicitor who should
commit a similar mistake, error or negligence in any such ad-
vice or any such deed or instrument.

4. This Act shall apply to Upper Canada only.



