A canal upon the seale récommended would also be of great advantage to the lumber trade, by making the locks 10 feet w‘;dem:&
proposed, rufis &c of the ordinary size might pass through with case and safety, avoiding the expence of pilots as well as the danger
: mlntn:;:f ::x‘(::::':j:l:‘:cl\,r:d;rgued that steamboals are trjurions to canals and should therefore not be admitted, but the fallacy of this ar-
gument we believe has been fully demonstrated in Earope. At all events we feeb convinced that it can only apply to canala..f smu'll
dlmc;‘:.:::‘::,: been particularly direeted to ascertain the situation of the channel on the north side of Barnbart’s Island, we devoted some
time to that purpose ; finding however upon due exameuation that all endeavours to render kfmt ch.mn_el practteable for the transpﬂr‘.ta-
tion of lumber and other produce from the upper couniry mu-t ulumately prove abortive. There being no posstbility of approzching
it with safety in descending the river on account of st~ immediate connexion with the prineipal rapid of the Long Sault, where no vessels

: descend
. r'lv‘}';,gﬂé‘l,::;zzlli,(;;:’:tut.z !\:nrth side of the island 1 much conteicted and very shonl, without wuter safficient to float a loaded hoat of
the ordinary wize, But inasmuch a3 1t 1s not capable of avcess at the hc:‘ul, we abandoned all 1deas of making 1mprovements en any
other part of that channel, besides it might probably be questioned whethier we have the right of such unprovement since 1t cannot be
done without interfering with the islawl, wlich s txnlbrtuzl:dlely claed by another zovernment.

By adverting to the esumates it will be seen that fiom Mille llochke a ittle above the fo-;ﬂnencc of the two streams that form
Sheck™s Islond, \;'c propose to construet awaste neir across the north branch in order to caise a sutherent depth of water and entiiely
abandon the river to Cornwall bay, whese cur hne of Canal terminates. The navigation to the foot of Barniiart's Island being almost
exclusively clumed by the State of New Yorh, and the remamng parito Cornwall being obstructed by shoale and rapuds, we deemed
it tnexpedicnt to altempt any upprovement i the naturalstream, bat mahe #n entire canal 0o our own shore for whieh the situation ts
wel :I‘?':Ft:nz.hly gratfying to us to be erabled to state for the information of your Excellency and others, that the natural aldvantages for
the improtement of the mavigatton of the 1iver St Lowerence, are wuch tn zcncr:-xl iy far ?xcced 01T Most san_umne anticipati ns.

‘The Long Sault, wiuch has been thouuhit an almost wesurmonntable barrier in the navization, possesses uncommon faciitties for cinal
operation  The only plice on the whole route that wii be .xttendc‘d with any particular inconvenence 1s at the rapid Plat, the lanide
adjacent to the river he very fugh and will cause some deep excastion which 1t 1y impos«ible to avoud. ’

It has been sugrested that the nav.gation of the river St Lainwrence might be mlﬁcnet}tly .lmproved by deepaninz the nitaral bed.
constructing locks, ¢ and superscde the ricetpts and expence of canals. We feel cunscious however from acliual survey and due
reflection that ~uch vpimons could only originate with per-ons who have not propetly examined the nature of the different sityations or
at least, they cannot be fully anare of the expence and incouventence th -t must naturally attend an attempt to effect a channel capa-
ble of passing vessels down those raprds where the swoskwould be cons;lantly exposed to interruptions by the water.  Partial IMproyc-
ments can probably be made that would muterially wsist the passage of boats; but the only effectual method of milinzr a safe channet
for vesscls of burden is to cut canals where the river cannot interfere. 1t will be seen however that we prapose to adopt the natural
channel where 1t appears practicable.  The dietance from Johnstown to Cernwall by the river 18 about 47 miles And the total fali ninety
five fect. It may not be unworthy of romark that 13 miles of excavation and eleven locks averaging si< feet lfts 1y alf that will be re-
guired, (having nesther aqueduct or culvert) to effect 4 complete fine of navigation, the whole of the above distance.  All the rapids
above the Long Sault are practicable in going down. vossels will of course prefer the nuur d channel being more rxpedittous and less
expensive. tis those ascending only, that will reqmire the cnanl which allows us to contract the width of those placis and greatly re-
duce the expence.

[t would be impossible for usat this moment to anticipate the innumnerable advantazes that must naturally result from an enter-
prise like this; neither do we consider 1t necessary to porat out tinfimportance of opening ﬂu-ch 2 line of commumication for advancing
the prospenity of ting country ; for of welook back to Europe and #ven to the <tate of New York we see the fact fully dem ‘nstrated.

With such salutary examples before us, 115 to be hoped, thatggary individual acquanted with the gengm!)hy of our ¢ mniry, and_
the advantages which the hand of nature bas so hberally bestowed hipon us, ful.ly convinced othc profits it would secure to the
trade of these Colonics. We shall therefore only attempt to p.nt fut a few lending fucts immediately connected with our commercial
interest. . .

The St. Lawrence being the shortest and most direct hine of communication with the Atluntic, will, by removing a few natoral ob--

=stractions, ever be the highway for commerce notwithstunding improvements in any other quarter.

The Rideau Canal, 1f carried into < flect upon (be plan suggested. }v:ll.be a most stupendous work. and will i time of war be g
infinite importance to the security of thic Province; bemg in the interior it will form a safe depot and open an independent line €
communtcation through the country completely out of reach of the enemy. It will not only be eminently u<eful 10 4 m Itary point
of view, but it will also open an outlet to a large extent of fertile conntry bitherto nearly exrluded the market, and materally facil-
itate the transport of lumber irom immense forests, now one of the chief sources of trade. Besides, if accomplished by the Imper:al
Government, (wiil cut the aid ot th e Provinaial fund) as at preseot contemplated, it will canse a large amount of capital to be brouxht
into and expended in the Coloniws which will render i the more desirable.  But as it respucts onr commercial interest i general
the St L.wrence 18 an ebyect of primary importance, and which should naturally first occupy the attentinn of uor Lexzislatare, as the
particular object in expending morey on canals 1s fo facthiste ami eapedite tf‘e transportaiion of our commodities to market. No
route. swe believe, possesses equal natimral advantages wuh the one now in contemplativn ; being the shortest, 1t will alw aye
enable forwarding merchants to transport soods much cheaper and quicher than by any other hioe, and st is reasonable to suppose
that commerce will find itx way by the shortest and cheape-t route.

Another important advantage worthy of notice in this woirk 15, the many valuable sites that wilj e obtained for mills and machine,_
ry. as theres not 2 durable stieam of watet from Kingston to Lower Canada on our side, except the Ganagogne, capabite of turning
!r;zlls for manufacturing the quantity of fluur necessary for kome con-vr ption, an nconvenience severely felt by the inhubitants ol 2
large tract of country which, for the gresth of wheat, 1s not sut passed by any other part of the Pravince. Among the few mills oc-
cusionally,in operation, not orie of them save on the stream above alluded to) is capable of making g00d merchantable flour for mar-
ket, and owing to the finctuations of the water in the river during the summer, apd the sccomulation of of ice 1o the winter, they
become £a himited in their operations that farmers are frequenily compelled to go from 40 to 30 ailes and cross into the Umited “tatee
to get grinding done, and then (unless they smuggle) thrir gram i subject to duty in crossing the nos. .

Mills and machinery, to any necessary evtent, may be erected at Mill Roche, Cornwall, and at the foot of must Rapids where the
canal mil dracend by means of Lo ks, and where there will be an igexhagstible supply of water at all scasons complete'y at com
mand withont matenially interfering with the navigation. ' '

This, among many others, 18 an object that wifl not be the fenst to stimulate the trade and azricaltnre of this rising Colony.

Our present shackled mode of conveyance up the St Lawrence ciusesa very serious impediment
to the trade of ourupper districts: the enormous rates of transportation amount almost to a prohibitton of
heavy articles. It excludes mérchants & others alongthe frontier from a fair competition with their American
neighbours. The easy access to the New York market by mcans of their canals. gives them a decided
advantage over our trade, and except we effect similar improvement(s on our line of transit, a great pro-
portion of the commerce of Upper Canada must necessarily seek a vent the dame way. which will cause a
constant drain of money from this province to the U. 8. and entourage smuggling (which no restrictions
can ever entirely suppress) tothe injury of our revenue.
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