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Their Majefties Theclaration of War againf? the French King.

WILLIAMR. ~
¥ T having pleafed God to make Usthe happy Inftrument of Ref-

_ cuing thefe Nations from great and imminent Dangers, and to
place Us upon the Throne of thefe Kingdoms, we tbink our {elves.
obliged toendeavour to the uttermoft to promote the Welfare of
our People, which can never be effettually fecured, but by preven-
ting the Miferies that threaten them from abroad. . ,

When we confider the macy unjuft Methods the Fresch King
hath of late years taken to gratifie his Ambition, that he has not
only invaded the Territoriés of the Emperor, and of ‘the Empire,
now in Amity with.us, laying wafte whole Countries, and deftroy-
ing the Enhabitants by his Armies, but declared War againft our Al-
 lies without any Provocation, in manifeft Violation of the Treaties
confirmed by the Guaranty of the Crown of Eugland s We cando no
lefsthan join with our Alliesin oppofing the Defigns of the Freunch
King, as the Difturber of the Peace, and the common Enemy of tlie
Chriftian World. ' . .

And befides the Obligations welic under by Treaties withour
Allies, which are a fufficient Juftification of Us for taking up Arms
at this time, fince they have called upon us fo to do, ‘themany Iaju-
ries done to-Us and to our Subjedts, without any Reparation, by
the French King, are fuch, that (however of late years they were
not taken notice of, for Reafons well known te the World)
neverthele(s we will not pafs them over without a pnblickandjufk
Refentment of fuch Outrages. A

Itis not long fince the French took Licences from the Englifh
Governour of Newfound-land, to Filh in the Seas upon that Coafi,
and.paid a Tribute for fuch Licences, asan Acknowledgment of the
fole Right of the Crown of Ewgland to that Ifland 5 and yet of
late the Encroachments of the Frexchupon our faid Ifland, and our
Subjecs Trade and Fi(bery, have been more like the Iavafions of an

Enemy,



