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defensive system. Of these circumstances they
were the best judges. That this was the light
in which Sir George Prevost’s instructions were
viewed by Major-General Brock, appears by the
following extract from a letter addressed by him
to the Commander of the forces, on the 3rd
~ July, 1812, at which time he was fully aware of
the defensive line of policy which had been
adopted :

“ The account received, first through a mer-
cantile channel, and soon after repeated from
various quarters, of war having been declared
by the United States against Great Britain,
would have justified, in my opinion, offensive
operations. But the reflexion, that at Detroit
and St.Joseph’s, the weak state of the garrisons
would prevent the Commanders from attempt-
ing any essential service connected in any de-
gree with their future security, and that my
only means of annoyance on this communica-
tion, was limited to the reduction of Fort Nia-
gara, which could be battered at any future pe-
riod, I relinquished my original intentions, and
attended only to defensive measures.”

That Captain Roberts, the commanding of-
ficer at Fort St. Joseph’s, acted from a sense of
this discretion thus entrusted to him, there can-
not he a doubt, as in his official letter to the
Adjutant-General, announcing the capture of
Michilimachinac, he does not allude in the



