Kansas, lowa, Minnesota and

turn
n banner flax  state of

Dakoti, the
A ot ransportation.
| would be leaving out one of the
most. 11 matters  connected
With o grain trade of the year, were
to cise without referring to  the
\tlon question. In my
year, I referred to this us
reat question of the future,
{imk. after the experlence. of
“eakon, no one will be found
tion the idea t|

at transporta
wore than ever the question

of the hour

The yoar was yet young wnen

rllway problem began to assert 1t-
glf in & way that commanded the at-
Lention of il The two political par-
Qes In Manitoba had each in turn,
made this the principal plank in their
respective platforms, but it fell to the

overnment to present a so-
problem that, no matter
1«

to 11+ advisability,
1 nough to settle for a
any further question as to Man
shi's position in the railroad busi
vss. The Nor Pacific company,
sbich had falien  into comatose
state 50 fur as further extension was
seerned, was  transferred, by the
gew arrangement, to u company that
was nothing If not active, and
iy regret the withdrawal of
poserful American system, we
mnot but admire the encrgy s
sterprise that has converted the
Northern Pacific lines In this prov-
. . nucleus of what prom-

other great Canadlan
transcontinental road.
When remember the scanty
rallroud mileage of which we were 8o

vroud in the early “eightys" the
present network of lines which now
crosses Munitoba seems Itke the real-
ization of an impossible dream; and
yet the activity shown by the Cana-
dlan Pacific and Canadian Northern
ms insuffici to satisfy the de-
mand for more lines, for the cry from
the farmer Is still for more. The total
wileage which serves to convey the
reul wealth of the country to our
luke ports 18 now nearly forty-five
hundred miles. I am including in this
ne * R mileage east of Calgary
William, which now totals
thirty-two hundred miles. The Cana-
dian Northern has now a total mile-
age west of Port Arthur of twelve
hundred and seventy miles, of which
about two hundred and fifty miles
were built this year, and has a large
pros, mileage in sight, which
will add materfally to the wheat ter-
ritory of the country.

More sutisfactory, however, than
the extension of mileage, Is the com-
ing reduction of rat
tWo cents per hundred, which was
promised 10 the farmers, in time for
the marketing of the present crop,
fulled of realization, but now that the
lust spike Is driven in the road (upon
the completion of which the reduc-
tlons depended) we can still hope that
the great proportion of the crop still
In farmers' hands  will receive the
benefit, and that the government will
honorably fulfill its promises in this
particular. The saving result of two
cents per hundred pounds is a ques-
ton of arithmetic, which will be in-
teresting study to many a Manitoban
during the remaining evenings of a
long wini

The contemplation, however, of ex-
tended railroad mileage and reduced
frelght rates—satisfactory as they
re—falls into the background of the
farmer's vision, when he sees in the
foreground only a blank where the
necessary car ought to be, I know

The Car Shortage.
1am trenching on dangerous ground
When I touch on this question, but
5o one can deny that there has be:

4 car shortage, I think I can safely
Tefer to it If ‘the scarcity of cars is
& hardship to the farmer, it Is still

greater than ever
fecord of its crop movement exceeds
"'y the greatest achievements

2
of the past, the carrying powers of
our great rallway item are yet in-
sufficient to prevent a blockade, hamp-
ering to the trade and exasperating

to the farmer, The pictures of great
plles of grain stacked up In country
fowns, where the elevator capacity s
large enough to provoke beasting as
to Its extent, may seem a theme for
lamentation to some, but these same

THE COMMERCIAL.

plctures will be used as the greatest
emigration advertisement for the
country. he fact is, that we, ur
car capacity, are just feeling the
effects of the greatest commercial
boom that ever struck the Ameri-
can continent. Look where you will,
the same picture presents Itseif; from
Callfornia_in the west, to Pennsyl-
vania in the east, we see rallroad sys-
tems almost paralyzed by the amount
of business offered them,
not only in wheat, but In ev,
nsportable
North Dakota the raflway
lines are blocked with wheat as bad-
ly as our own. The Grand Forks
Herald, of recent date, says: “The
frelght car famine, which has been
the source of a great deal of Incon-
venience throughout the wheat belt
during the greater part of the fall
and early winter, is still causing a
great deal of trouble in some sections
of the State, where for some time it
has been an Impossibility to get a
car for love or money. The elevators
are full to the brim, and all vacant
buildings have been filled with wheat

farmers have been unable to sell a
bushel of wheat, for the reason that
elevator men have no place to store
It, and are quite unable to get a
car to ship any out and make more
0om." that is in the United
States, in the territory served by two
of the most powerful raliroad systems
in the world—in a territory whose
wheat crop was sald by one of the
great American crop experts to be
only an average one. Can we wonder
then, that In our new country, with a
crop  that Is phenomenal—in  some
places double an average crop—that
there should be a temporary break
down In our carrying capaclty? With
all ¢his, It may be some satisfaction
fo the men who are unable to market

nothing 4n the matter of price;
the enforced delay in realizing

finanelal
results than who appeared
earller more fortunate in getting rid
of their produce.

Meantime, the warning glven this
season muet not he lost e coun-
4ry hns given a_demonstration of fta
possibilities.  The Government Rul-
letin 0f December gives an estimate
of 1AT5.050 acres ready for crop in
1002, A favorable spring whl easily
see a wheat acreage seaded far in ex-
cors of the 2011835 acres sown in
1901, and the acreage of the Terni-
torles will likely double that of the
past

with better
hose

year. An  average yleld on
an acreage will pt our sixty-
five milions In the shade, and the

rallroade and other commercial inter-

our  wheat yleld will be

roached.

We begin the new year salisfled
that in spite of temporary drawbacks,
the counkry Is prosperous: that the
developments ¢aking place will pro-
vide a field for the tndustry of al,
and we may congratulate ourselves
on the fact that we have a country
be enoueh and rich enough to pro-
vide a living for the farmer, the mer-
chant. and the newspaper man, and
that without the necessity of them
being so closely crowded together
that the one nead be hampered hy the
presence of the other.

Gentlemen, T congratulate the Win-

eg Grain and Produce Fxchange
on its prosperous conditlon, and wish
you all a happy and successful New
Year.

REPORT OF COUNCIL.

The report of th
the exchange was p _
Rell, the secretary o report reviews
at ngth the varions matters dealt with
by the exchange during the vear The
following excerpts are taken from the

executive councll of
Mr, C, N.

Reduction in Number of Grades.

A reported to the last annual meet
the western graln sta
in October, 1600,
recommended to' th
revenue that the grade X
toba hard wheat and No. 1 northern wheat
be consolldated under the name of No. 1
northern. with a welght of 60 pounds to
the bushel, and to co of at
per cent. of hard

L com, of at
45 per cent of hard red fife wheat,

8oon after the annual meeting last year
the counell again urged th
the attentlon of the minl
revenue, and after some

rrespondence

the minister agreed to th

recommendation
and the change In the s as aske

Survey Bourd.

In April last the exchange learned that
the minister of inland revenue bad ntro
duced a bl 1 the Act
Uy withdrawing (he right
graln to appeal
fuspection

hat t
hadd alway
th

In_the aet,
wire took

hange
clty at the thne,
and discussed the mat
result that b nmunicated
mier aud minister of inland
revenue, and the act was not amended,

Option Tracing.

The new by-laws provide that the coun
el shall #x the cong

that shall gover

floor of ¢

b of August, 1 ell
option “grade for the current
1 northern wheat,

Administration of Inspection Act.

In July the e:
fled by the d

tined
car as No.

hange was officlally notl-

of Inland revenue
follow Ing
that de-

commerce,
Act,”” “The A
in the Inspection
and that all of
Acts would
trol of the d
merce.

Transfer From King's Elevator.

In March
an arbitration
of the exchange,
was a_considernble |
connection wit!

o
1 under the con
partment of trade and com-

duriog the hearlng of
etween two members

eferred to, made

ng In o 5e
to the council,
rrespondence followed hegween
exchange and the ¢ P, R. officluls In
connection with this matter, and later on
Mr, King forwarded to the exchange, for
posting onthe bulletin hoard, a
all cars transferred by him f
William elevators,

a report
S

o ne
ter reported on by the arbitration
the contention of the e
mitine Mr. King's rlght to trans
T gral without the owner's permission
hns not heen directly admitted by Mr.
King, and trouble may yet result.

Grain Weighing in Winnipeg.

Your councll, having ed  com
plaints that the welghing of graln  ex.
cars In the rallrond vards {s unsatistactory
both to the shippers In the country
o the conslgnees here, appolnted a com.
mittee to look Into the whole matter of
welghing and endenvor to arrange for the

o m a8
tem.  The committee have already re
celved assurances of assistance fron
Dominion chief welgh master, Mr,

orn. 1

tlon with

the different rallway officials, but are not

prepared to make a final feport,  The

connell recommend that the committee be

continued.
A

are

and

card lssued by J. G. King & C
18t Novem| 1001, Fortun

dated
y
quantity of w

the

eat Inspec Jected

was very small, and in -IL\ nee the

councll did not further press the matter
Inspection at Fort William.

As dire:
forward
miufster of tra.
asking for the

) the Ins)

as
o

ed by the exchange
the following requ

lat

lon Act th
at Winnipeg
rt Willlam or

Winnipeg, 11th Dec., 1901,
M

The Hon. the Minlster of Trade aud Co
merce, Ottawa:
Si irection of this

have the honor to respe
you will cousider and
ing_mos e chauge

e e present  luspection Act as
plies to Manltola grain, vi

.7 of the schedule
to regulations with respect to w
other gruins grown west of Port

clating
t

Arthur
be amen: by striking out the follow
g words, lne 6 to Auy wheat in

western
nspected at Fort Wil
crnlnnl wlevators In the
Munitoba inspection division without ad
ditional chnrge.

This, In effect, would leave the Winui-
peg Inspection ax final and that the grain
nspected at Winnipeg would be binned
at Fort Willinm and Port Arthur on the
Winnipeg inspection

change

Arthur
mploy ment
A the cost

) witl
may from time to
on duty o

e shipped
& dir

tIs
o nssistane
requl

thme
such v
points east of Winni
1o nddition o s
ators into v
vators into
All the grain |
this schedule In

t  to
Port Arthur and Fort Willla '
result has been most satisfactory and de.
o nt. The amount o
Alreet on
nearly eleven wil

nspection amoun:
lons of bushels,
The Canadian Northern rallway is about
ransport grain to Port Arthar,
v have erected an Immense ele:
, If the pryalling system re-
mains in force all grain ving
¢ relnspected
whereas the grafn  from
road Is now carried to Dnluth and
direct on the Emerson Inspection,
ere 18 no good reason why It shonld
dealt with at Port Arthur in as
ctory a manuer as at Duluth, and
the saving effected of the cost of 3
staft of officials that will it
the proposed amendment is not wmade to
nis

by that road will have to
hefore binnine.
that

the act am It st
All of which Is hmitted
WM. MARTIN. President
CHAR, N, BELL. Sec
e nhove req it Is simply asking that
the orlginal petition of the west
standards hoard, the Winnipeg
trade and this éxchange,
ot

vapectfully s

toba g

proposition of
has b notl
Investigating th
During the past year forty-three assocl-
ate members were elected, one associnte

changed to nctlve and sevent netive
seats were teansferred.  The  member.
ship roll on the 31st of T L1901

shows 68 actlve

Several arbltrations were held during the
past year, and

0 the hy-laws on
thelr revision, and it ix now belleved that
the arbitration provisions are comprehen.
sive enongh to meet all the necessities of
the trade.

Severnl complalngs  have  heen  filed
agalnst persons not members of the ex-
change for Irregular and dishonest husl

ness practices, and In one case all mem.
hers of the exchange have been notified
that, under the by-laws, they are pro
hibited from having any business denlings
with such person,

Lighthouses on Great Lakes.

Late in November the councll wired to
the Hon. Mr. Sifton, Ottawa, asking him

satlsfactory to report that the department
cheerfully complied with the request,

Storage Charges on Rejected Wheat.

On the 20th October. the conncll

entered a protest agalnst the imposition

King's elevator, Port Arthur, of one
cent per bushel for clevation and one-half
cent for ench fifteen days' storage on re-
Jected one wheat as defined in the tarir

a totn
good standing.
The exchange has suffered by the
of Mr. E. A. Holmes, of Iargra
an assoclate member.  Mr. Holmes' death
ocenrred from the effects of Injurles re-
celved In an explosion of gasoline In the
engine room of his elevator. The ex.

. 31 non-actives and
1 noof 138

place at Virden on the
.1 Onr late member w
eld in very high esteem by all his |
ness assoc on account of his high per.
sonal qualities and business probity.

New Offices.

The election of officers was then pro-
ceeded with, and resulted as follows:
President—C. A. Young.
Vice-President—G. V. Hastings.
Secretary-Treasurer—Chas. N, Bell,
Councll—D. Spink, Wm. Martin, A.
H. Hargraft, John Love, Thomas
mpson, Robert Muir, E. O'Rellly,
G. R Crowe, T. B. Baker, C. Tilt and
F. W. Thompson.
Committee Hot . Agpelh—!\ v;
‘Thompson, A 3 'aterson, 8. P.
Clark. N. Bawlf, Thos.

‘Tho!

Phillipps, W, W. MoMillan.
Arbitration Committee—Robt. Mulr,
8. Spink, G. R. Crowe, T. B. Bake
E. O'Rellly, C. Tit, W. L. Parrish.




