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qualities which go to make an attractivejcloso of the Levitical cconomy, Anna anf
‘and popular preacher. His voice, rich aug'Simm]m andf(ithcr:i; wllod b \\'m(tl(:dl for the

i . ., imollow. is of great compass, ringing with consolation of lsgacl,” understood that Dy,
“’?'Sw“s world s a very popular m"wr"silvcr swcotnes§ throngh pth‘é lnrg%st%diﬁce, iel 8 years were expired, and that the fig,
His works aro now pretty nuwerous, andyynq now rising into splendor, like the mas-[of the advent of the promised Messioh hy
they are all characterised by great vivacity ter tones of some choice instrument. In come, Thus we find at the twilight thy
of thought and vigor of style. It is but gesture, he is natural and expressive. Inyushered in the closo of every age thee.
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any oher Church, Though httly buyond
widdlo age, he is alrcady known to the

seldom that oneso bighly gifted asa preach-jappearance, he is about themiddle size, stout
cr succeeds equally well as o writer of rather than lean, with dark bait, picroing
atly jeyes looking at you from behind spectacles,
books, although, it must be confessud, t-h",nnd a somewhat swarthy but Lighly istel-
Doctor has as yet given to the world nojlectual countenance. Lhen, his taste, im-
theologicz] work of commanding excellence.|agination, and fine powers of language are
His great talont seems to comsist in hisiall under the control of an intellect far
wonderful power of illustration, one of thelabove the ordinary range. Like many
main clements of I'terary genius; but as a other Scotchmen, he bas rison by his talents
diffuser, both by means of the pulpit andjand industry, to fill an honourable and dis-
the press, of the results of the beavy and tinguished position in the metropolis of the
Iuborious eriticisn.s of others, which hejworld ; where it may not be uninteresting
quickens into life by the sprightliness of ajto our readers to learn, we have also,
rich and glowing fancy, he is, we believe,belonging to our Church, another carnest
without a living cqual. Mo at the sameland highly cstcemed preacher, the Rev.
timo speaks plain truths to pluin men, Alesander Pratt, 2 young man of the most
in such a way that he that runs may read promising talents, who at onc time we
There is no mistification about him, no dark believe intended coming to this colony.
sayings, no oracular utterances. All is|Fortunately for the Church and tho world,
bright and clear as an Italian lamdscape.  Dr. Cuwming’s great natural abilities have
In bis hand, Christianity is not a de:d.and|been consecrated to the cause of truth and
inoperative system of doctrines interestingiof God, whose glory it must ever be the
only to the learned, but 2 system of living,|highest privilege of genius to promote.
vital, practical truths decply affecting alll In what follows, we shall endcavour to
men. He soon mukes the reader or hearer present the rader with a brief, though, we
feel, that religion is something more tlmn.gmst, comprehensive summary of the Doc-
a more theory,—something more than ator's recent work entitled, The End; or
mere attendance at church upon Subbaths,the Proximate signs of the dose of this
—something more than a controversy about| Dispensation.” Our task will Le both
words and names, fitted only for those with|easier and more satisfactory, if we chicfly
metaphysical heads or an argumentativeladopt th~ author's own language in summing
tarn of mind. ITe shows thatits truths arelup the conclusions arrived at, which he
vastly and vitally interesting to all without docs in the beginning of the eighth Lecture.
esception to whom it has come, laying;In the first place however, we may observe
them under the greatest responsibilitics forjthat by the *« End,” it is not, according to
the use they make of it,—and this he dees his view, to be understood that this Earth,
with the clearest and most convincing logic,! the round ball oo which we tread, is to be
such as must make the sneering infide] hide Jestroyed, Lut only to be resewed, at the
his head in utier coufusion and despair. hastening close of the present dispensation.
His preaching is then characterised by any- Scripture tells us espressiy that the last
thing but dulness, It is very different from|day, the day of the Lord will come, when
that kind of sermonising which we some-|the Heavens and the earth shall melt with
times hear of, where, along with a want of ferven: heat. But what is added 7 * Never-
real unction, a solemn love of voice plays!theless we, according to his promise,” (in
the most important part. Preaching, which|Isaiah) « look for,” not anotker heaven, but
from the generally dry and insipid nature|* a new heaven”; not another carth, buta
of too many of the pulpit perforwances of*new carth, wherein dwelleth rightcous-
the present day, has passed into a name for pess.”  We have bad severa] successive
tedious dulness of any kind, isin the Ductur's; worlds with their successive onds since maw
hands a most powerful instrument, and ajfcll. The Ficod was the end of a world,
mao of an intelligent and cultivated wiud, that is, an age, the Esodus from Egypt was
00 less thanone who is illiterate and ignorant, the end of avother world or age ; the advent
would as readily go to hear an ordinary of Clrist was the cnd of a third and the
discourse from him, as a lecturc upon some commencement of the present  As every
interesting and popular theme by any less, previous age has had its cnd, the present
gifted jndividual. Such is the witcheraft age, even the must sceptical will allow, is
of genius. Of him it may truly bo said, destined to hase its end, and its final issue
that he adoros everything he touchos.  Thojalso, Prophecy was wiitter for our in-
driest subjeet, under the magic power of his;strucion ; and on cvery eve of every pre-
faooy, becomes:instinet with lifo and f'rcsh-'vious age preintimations have been given.
ness. Asa pulpit orator, we duubt'if h0| Thus Noak was tald the precise period of
has ever bren greatly, sarpassed in any age, the flood,—Abrubam was toid the date of

\pectancy of its orrival ot that very (i,

iAnd if God gave forclights of the crofy

|hns be given nouc of the crown? Jf |},

helped his people to seo g0 clearly Rin
that was about to suffer, has he left oy
total datkness about the distance, or i
nearness, or the nature of the approach
IIim who comes, crowned with g
crowns, to sway & sceptre that shall neyy
ccase, and to exercise a dominion wide g
the wide world ?

In the first of these highly imerctting
and deservedly popular Lectures, the Dy
tor viudicates the study of prophecy fim
the missapprehensions of many ; and shesy
the distinction, broad, deep and unmigst.
able, between the prophet who prediy
things to come, and the expositor of propbu
who tries to_unfold things that are alre§
predicted. He wishes all specially to ke
in wind this very important distinction. )
is onc thing to sit in the propbet's chuir s
predict; it is quitc a different and a md
more humble thing to kneel at the footsiui
of grace and seck light, and labour toer
plain what the prophet has predicfed, ud
God has written for our learniny Th
first is blasphemy to pretend to; th
second it is duty to attempt. If we f
the failure in any one instance should w
discourage ; but rather, as the wreck inte
the channel with the buoy floating overit
shows the course that other ships arets
follow with greater safety, so the incident]
ervor of the one gencration may be th
warning to the students in the nest; a!
the result may be a clearer. deeper, fila
apprehension of the mind of the Spinit
God. .

In his sccond Lecture he specifics, &
laid down in the sacred page, the mab
and characteristics of the eve or the twiligh
of this present dispensation.  Tle noticesth
prediction of « earthquakes in divers plaus;
pestilences, wars, signs in the sun and i)
the mean, distress of vations, perplesify.
He calls atten'ion 1o the daily papers o
most authentic evidences of propheeytrs
sluted into history ; and he adduces fi
them various accounts of carthquakes
almost every quarter of the*glcbe within{

last year or two. ITe meets the diffcalt
that cceurs to most minds; namely, i
the re have been earthquakes during the
«ghteen hundred years  This is true: ki
our blessed Lord, wLo predic's earthquste
in divers places as onc of the cvidenes
the nearness of the cnd knows-that justs
well as the objector ; and yet ho lays do
the predi iiv. that carthquakes in di
places will be sne of the signs of tho te
ness of his approaching advent.  He voli

or comntry, He i cndowed in a high the captivity in Egypt, and Moses under- a)so the fact of famine in divers plaves: 2
degree with all the physical and mental;stood the capising of that epoch. Mt the,aleo the occursence of pestilence in dive




