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inay change its course frequently and takie another
or soveral other directions ta the sea.

And nowi we are haine again, and hiaving sectn
whnt we have sean and hecard wvhat, God has
w'roughit, w'a taka freshi courage as we look for-
wvard ta the tima wlien the peeple among whom
we are wvorking will licar gladly and many
bolieve unto Salvation.

Ail scem agrreed thatgrent changes are inpend-
ing in this Empire, aîîd the time nay now be
ripe fora avry large ingathering into tha Kingdom
of Ged. Certainly neyer before has China moved
forward like she lias those last few months, aîid
we look for new niovements frein the seat of power
ab Peking. Shahl we net as expectantly look for
newv movernents from the seat of poiver at God's
right band ?

THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN CHINKA.

Withi regrard ta this stibjeet Dr. Leslie
writes:

For some years it lias been fait that the un-
yieldiiîg conservatisn of thousands of years wvas
surely cruinbling, but events have transpired in
tho lîhistory of China during tha year 1893 that
have marked a progrress quite unparalleled and
quite unexpected ta, the large xnajarity of thrcîc,
-%vhe oughit ta know and who hav-e been intixnately
acquainted wvitli Chinese politics.

This pcriod has been marked by a series of
Iniperial ediets Nvhiah have been issucd from the
rccently retired Emperor Kuang Su, and ahl of
them tended ta the demolition of things Chinese
and for the promotion of things Western.

The plan included radical changes in the
Educational system of the country, a system
which is thousands of years aid. greatly revered,
and whicli stands at the root ai tiie national life;
ediets decreed that the oId classical essays should
be replaced by a knowledga of western sciences
and a knowledge of the histary and custonms of
allier lands. Temples wvere ta bc used for the in-
struction of students if ne othier suitable place
afforded opportunity, and in some cases the godés
had already been cast eut and preparations made
fer the liew mevemexît.

OfficiaIs faveurable ta the introduction of such
reforms were rapidly pronioted ta, the heads of
the rnast important positions wvhich tlîe Govern-
ment offers. Sucli rapid and radical measures
wvere looked upon viith semae fear by these wbeo
had tha best interests of tha country at heart as
being, tea rapid and before the country was pre-
pared for them.

Great lias been the surprise tlîat tha edurafed
moen have beon aceonimodating tiietuiselves te tha
chiangcd conditions and the liated foreigiier.
Usiially a missioxîary lias beca souglit eut and
applicci te for books and instruction on theso sub-
jeets, and iii this wvay ib *was hepcd and is stili
hoped tlîat Llie niost important class of the cern-
xnunity--wvho hitherto have bcen unraaclîcd and
unreaehiable-weira nowv ready and glad ta corne
and listea ta the foreigner and new doors of
apportunity for tha Gospel tlîus created.

At this stage tho pendulum swung the other
,vay. On tle 22nd Septeinber the young Emnpaer
wvas suinoned ta the apartments of the Emprers
Downger (who previausly lîeld the reins of power
ii tie conservative direction). Sinco that rnmnor-
able date the Emperor lias not been scen in public,
and althaurh, a Freneh physician lias been calleci
te attend lus Highness in lus indispoEition(?
tuera is no certainty that it w'as tha Exuperer
tliat ha saw. Is the Eniperor denad or alive?
Tliat is thea burning'c question just naw, and 'il
the opinion prevails that ha is alive, still lie bas
been so0 successf ully submer g-1i +lîat se far ns lus
influence goos lia is dead, and the E mpz-cz~ reigns
and w'itl no uncertain grasp. iMany of tho.sa in
power have been deposed, otliers have bemu ex-
cuted, decrees have been recallcd, aîid for the
l)I'sent China lias sunk back inte the lap of tlîat
immevable stagnation whIich is hier certain de-
struction as a nation.

But avery observer recegnizes that this cannot
last, pregress must corne, reformation if net
re-formatian is inevitable. China lias reaclied a
crisîs, inaction must give wvay ta reaction and a
nev China fornued out of the ruins of the ]ast
great Eastern nation ta surrender ta the civiliza-
tien of the ninetcenth century.

You ask, wlîy do thia Foreign powers net farce
the Geverament ta, preduce tue Einperor, dead or
alive ? We ail ask that. Probably iiowlîere
but in China could suicl cenditions exist that pre.
vents the -world froin knowing whiethîer the Ern-
peror is alive or dead. Facts are liard nuts te
crack.

Mr. Slinumon writes :-"1 Tue wvoik liera ot
Hsini Chien is xnaking progress. I wvas fer a few
days recently at tlîa outstations of HIo Tao and
Pei 'Mao, and faund the believers standing fast.
Proof thiat the Chribtians at tlîis station are grew-
ing is the fact that they have promised te giva
$15.00. My own cook, whîo is net aven recarded
as a « catechîumen,' is giving nearly a tenth of hie
'vages for Christian wnorlc."


