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ignore flic viciousý, t Ue inipruvident , t uc in-
dolent, thbe foolish. Our prodigal tarothler
ie a fool and an ouf casf. We are tlaaîkful

thaf we have nofbing wbatever f0 do with

bim. Thbis sin o! selfisb indifference, of

proud separaf ion, is do great, tît it conef i-
f utes usý prodigals as truly as bie ssto lives
in drink and vice. If waa t bis whiclî Jesus
affirmcd t ime and again to the respectable
and religious men of Hie day, thaf publicane
and harlof s would enter int o the kingdom,
while they would be t brust ouf. Would He

sey anything different f0 you and me ?
Calgary, Alta.

The Teacher aund The Puits
IX TWIELVE ARTICLES

VIII. WITH SHAKEPEARE

Iffi Rer F. LEoL H. I

The Sunday Schooil feactaer wlio resolves

f0 study Sfîakespèare nouet Uc reniindcd of

thbe fac horizons of fiais lsnd lae cornes; f0 sec.

Thse thirty-seven plasys of Shakcspeare are a

wholc world off beir own, and if would feke

a lifetime f0 sorvcy their asealth. Tlherc-
fore, in fthc brie! ,apacc et our comnîand,

we cen but sbow a twinkling gema or fao

front this imperial reain.
It is Dr. Van Dyke seho saye, t bat Stiake-

speare's migbtiesf message ia confained iii
h;s empbasis on thbe inajcsly s/ mnoral las'.

Loat fUis clos be a ligbt f0 our pafb au 55e go.
But lct us nut think thet fUie majcsty

is proclaimed wif b a flouriah of trompete.
Shakespeare was a dramatief, nef a preacher;
and bis concept ion o! good playing wae far

other t han making prearber's applications.
It was f0 bold, "as 'f were, the mirror 0p f0

nature." If is very truc, bie pute mnis-

faIsable moralizinge inf o fthe mouthe of hie
noblestf charactere; but Use put sentiments
as opposite and candid on ftbe lips of hie
cbiefesf profligates.

How then shall we know bis mind I By
close attention f0 fh UsPlot. As Professor
Moulfon says, thse plot in Shakespeare's
dramafie world corresponds f0 Providence
in t bat bigger world, wbere reai mortals
bave f beir being. We know wbat God thinks
o! rigbt and wrong Uy Hie providence,-
by Hie dealinge with men and women.

We know what Shakespeare thouglit of right
and wrong hy hie plots-by the way iii mhich
"ail things ssork toget ber for gond" to those
whio do the right, and for bad to those esho
do wrong. No man can niake us feel more
deeply, that it ie neyer worth while f0 do
wrong, duat it ie ever ssorth sshile te do right.

To see f laf if je flot worth whilc to do
wrong, let us read Richard III. In the open-
ing words of Richard we have the key-
"I arn determined f0 prove a villain." He
was determined f0 prove a villain, because
hie preferred villainy ahime hie chief joy.

For a f ime the tide goe with him. He
gains the throne through slaughiter. He
sows lavisbly to the wind, and defles the
wbirlwind. He je sure hie has the iron will
f0 kccp this up until the cortain drops.
But hie counts witlaout hie God. 'lUcre je a
moral cauqat ion no0 irofi will eau etay. 'l'O
quote Professor Moulton again, "He loes
temper, lie makee toistakes, lie casts about
for devicia, hie changes hie mind. lie fevericla-
ly takes refuge in et rong drink."

Clearly, tlie determined nian ie breaking.
Then, on the niglit before flac fatal baffle,
Use dreame and secs t he ghioe a of ail lie
hapless victime. From tais eub-consciou '
self there leaps to tUe light of dreams a few
grini farts like foreetîadosvings of eternai
judgment. He efarts froro sleep ssifh a
fearful cry-
"Have mercy, Jesn !Soft ! I did but dream.

O coward conscience, how dost fhou affiict
meil

Then, witb the breaking of day, hie goe fel

baffle, shrunken f0 half hie strengfh tbroogh
nameleeis ferrer. He-4ead, hie llghts, hie
fails, hie hure s jeaie, hie cries :
"A hore a hure my kingdomn forea hures 1"
But there ia no help; ansd hie dies, crusbed
Uy t he majeef y of moraWaw.

To ses f bat if ia only worth while f0 do
right, tomn to thUe acquittai o! Antonio in
the Merchant of Venice. Thaf gond and
heloved man, fbrougb no faolf of hie own,
falîs into fthe cruel power of Sbybock. By
a legal t rick the relentis Jew becornes
entitled f0 a pound of Anfonio's flesh. Shy-
lock demande hie right before a court o! law.
He ia in a fair way fo gain bi& point, when,
juet at fthe darkesf bouc, thbe tendency f lat
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