: ha.ve been carrred out in any wse whetherA

he got the- benefit:of the: spotl or not

- .Tom-.soon’ found - that,: ag: “his. t.ompaniong
.. had: promlsed the part he ~was_called on.to-
e fillwas.not a- difficult, or: apparently, a peril-..
e ;ous one.:
any alarm thle the others secured the.
booty,: s.nd be. ready to. carry “off-any: a.rticles,,'

“He was-to' keep careful’ watch for -

"l‘brought h1m and- conceal ‘them, " until the |

" he crept to the end of the garden and stowed .

thieves had completed their work and ‘were"

prepared to dccamp With the whole of the:

plunder. )
The night was dark and st111 and Tom

waited a good half-hour,

sllghtest sound that {ndicated any likelihood

of his companiong’ ‘stealthy. deprcdatlons be- -
Several valuable aruclesv

ing suspected,
-were handed to him’from: time to time, and

them under the fence at an easy point for a
hurried ‘departure. He was awaiting theé re-

appearance of his companions, and congratu~ -

lating himself on the singular success of the
whole scheme, when he was suddenly startl-
ed by a slight but shrill whistle, apparently
at some hundred yards’ distance. Immedi-

'ately after he heard the quick, cautions. steps

of the plundei ers.
‘Hook it sharp, Morris!’ sard one of them,
asthey passed his hiding-place. ‘Some pry-

-ing Bobby's got wind-of us, werse luck?’
‘All the gang dashed down the garden to- -

gether, ‘and were over the fencein a twinkl-

. ing, though they managed to carry a good

part of the booty with them. The police-
man, however, ~whose whistle had summoned .

help wason their track. In the darkness.

by the fence he might have lost traces of the
fagitives had they not, in. their hot- haste,
dropped a. silver milk-jug,

ing.his steps.

Tom had fallen SIightly behmd or, rather,
his companions’ fleeter footsteps. had dis-
tanced his; he was the last to slide down the
slope and hurry across the rails. And Jus-
tice was close at his heels. - The pohceman
saw that some of the gang had finally escaped
him, but was making desperate efforts to
overtake the solitary straggler whom he felt
he could easily. have overpowered and secue-

“ed. But-fortune seemed, at that moment, to

favor crime rather than ‘law and order.

‘Bobby,’.in his eager pursuit of the culprit

on unfamiliar and (hﬂicult ground, stumbled
among the brambles and the grass being

very slippery from recent slight rain, was.

unable to regain his footing; he fell heuvily -
and slipped the whole distance to the bottom

of the cutting on to the rails, where he lay.

with a broken thigh, partially stunne(l too,
with the force of the shock. his. head having

' been severely_struck more than:-once in the

—— e e

* would be pursued mo farther.

fa.ll .
By this time Tom Morris had roached the

top of the opposlte slope, and was just about -
to make his way through the stubborn,
prickly hedge. The cry uttered hy ‘his un-

- fortunate pursuer as -he fell, brought him,
He turned, noticed .

however, to o standstill,
the huddled, motionless heap down there on
the- line, and immediately a rush of conflict-
ing thoughts and motives struggled together
in his soul for the mastery. The fellow was

“Helpless now, and Tom smiled to himself

grimly. There was no need to hurry, for he

home comfortably .now, with the valuable
burden he carried, snd make a good thxng of
it a,fter all, ~

Yet Tom dul not move

~ fluence seecmed to fascinate him as he_turned

back again and glanced at the prostrate figure.
1t did dot stir. = Could the fellow be dcad?
A pang of couscicus guilt smote Tom’s heart

hidden’ ‘beneath a
gloomy - ever-green - without catching. -the.

on which the.
' light of the pursuer’s bullseye fell, thus guid-

© doit now."”

‘He could get

" Some s!mnge’ in- ;

as the thought occurred to

Tom No, the: polrceman was; -not. dead, but

he; must be. badly hurt,. for. still’ he did not,,,.

rise -And he must- not lie, there, it Was well:

on toward morning’ now, a.nd .the’ first, train;--

would 5000 . be over that very line!

devxl in Tom’s -ear. ~“The fellow got - there 6f

his own accord; let him get off again as best: .

he can; -he'll soon get up when he hears the
train coming. . Get on to your pals as fast
as'you-can, or. you’ll have, da.yhght here, a,nd-_-
be caught.’ < :

the devil before, and his prompting had en-

" tangled him in guilt which a-week ago he .

would have shrunk from in loathing. Ho
let conscience speak -*If you allow that fel-
low-creature to lie there unaided, you are a
murderer, said the small voice, sternly. ‘Go
and help him. - If you are captured, it is only
common justice, after all. You have entered
on the way of transgressors, and must ex-’
pect to find it bard, but there is no need to
make it harder by adding the blackest-of all
crimes to the tmnsgressron you havé already
committed aga.lnst God and man. Would
you save your child’s- hfe by the blood of
another? - T .
Tom wmced at the thought, hesitated a-
moment, and then, hiding his burden under
the hedge, began slowly and cautlously re-
tracing his steps down the incline. The suf-
ferer below, who had recovered .conscious-

ness, was watching his movements greatiy .
astonigshed and perple}ted and, indeed, not.a ‘

little alarmed. What could the burglar pos-
sibly be ‘approaching him for? ~ Very ‘prob-
‘ably he carried fire-arms, but surely he could
not be about to take the life of a pursuer
now that it was perfectly easy to eswpe un-
molested. Tom came to the side of the pros-
trate man, : K
‘Much hurt mate? he asked

‘Prett.y bad, I guess,’ was the reply, the
speaker, being still more puzzled. .

"Well, you mustn’ t lie here; you re- half on
the line,’ went on Tom, ‘and thera’ll be a
train in very soon. Can't you move?

‘No,’ returned the policeman; ‘I can’t raise
myself. For pity’s sake, man, tend me help,
I was only domg ny duty in trying to run
you in.’ . .

‘I know that,’ said Tom ‘I haven’t done
my daty for a good whxle, s0 1 may as well
If I go for help you’ll be cut to
pieces in five minutes. I guess I'd .better
give it first and go for it ,afterwards.’

Tom® was a broad, powerfully-built fellow,
and as he spoke, he stooped down and raised
the mJured man gently in his arms.

. ‘How will that do, ma.te"’ he sani as -he
moved -the unfortunate ‘Bobby’ out of reach
of immediate danger. ‘If I'm a thief, I ain’t
a murderer; and God knows,’ he added pas-
sionately, ‘I never laid my hands on another
man’s goods afore to-night, and I don’t think
I'll be in a hurry to go thlevmg again—at
all events,’ he continued, with a touch of
grim humor, ‘not if I have to look afier the
bobby’s safety as well as my own!’

But the prosirate policeman scarcely heard

. the last words; itlwas his turn now to de-’
~ cide a perplexing question. - Here was a thief

and a burgl:u—'—an amateur possibly, but a
thief by "his own confession, Now, was it
not the ‘chief duty of his callmg to catch
thicves, or, fa.lhng that, to do all m “his
-power by which their’capture and ulentlﬂca-
tion should be accomplished? He could not.
capture 61 detain this thief by his side, {o'be
sure. for he was himself utierly he'pless; but

m; he shudder- |
“ed"as he shrank. from. the horror - of. bléod-.
guiltiness _But'a. -deep. groan esoaped the -
wounded ‘man -at this instant, ‘and. reassured-.‘.
. still shone bnghtly Should he. turn it on
.he man who ‘had. just saved his.iife, and .~ -
‘thereby -largely. mcrea.se ‘the. proba.bility of
lodging : him- safely in Jall?, * '

. passion, ‘take the .
found himself in greater danger of being S
brought to Justlce. S -

But Tom hesitated. " He had given ear to .

"into serious difficulties.

. entirely lost sight of each other,

iit was h1s duty. to. make his future capture
_His -
-bull’s -eye.had not: been ‘broken'in: the fall'

‘easier by na.rrowly observmg “him,’

he: held it fast in his hand even now,;: :and’ it

Tt seemed a
strange return for the. kindness. he had Just

" ‘It’s-no” busmess of yours, whisyered t.he._»l received a meéan’ advantage to take of a-gen-

erous-action,; - besides, it' was- possrblc tha.t
the maz might -be''so mfunated at ‘such a. pro-
ceedmg that he would even, in a moment of.
life -he had - saved, if he..

The struggle was sharp a.nd short, and
duty. wom .the"day. With something of the’
feeling of the headsman who asks"the for--
giveness of the victim he is about to decapi--

tate, the constable murmured feebly (for he

was in very severe pa.in)-— .

‘Blessings on' you for saving my life! You
shall not suffer for it if I can help it ; but—
this is my. ‘duty, and I am sworrn to it as
solemnly as any redcoat’; " a.nd with that he
flashed the ‘blazing light in the face of the

man’ who had snatched him from the Jaws ‘

of a horrible. death the rumble of the ap-
proa,chmg train soundi.ng at tha.t moment
close by.

The movement though a slight one, oost
him acute ‘pain, and he gank back with a

. groan, and an exclamatxon W‘hlch in the roar

of the, passing train which just then swept
by, was not heard by his companion.’ The
flash of light in his face startled and annoy-
ed Tom.

‘He mlght have let me get oﬁ thought the
thief, -who had -just afforded hts natural. foe.
such kindly help.".‘One good turn, surely, de-
serves another.” - : - . )
. Tom.would perhaps have made off instante
1y had not the passing train blocked the way,:

" and when the last carriage whirled by he-
"was startled tenfold more by the exclama-

tion repeated again from- .the hps of the:
helpless man at his feet. -

“Why—Tom Morris—Sue's husband'
came you here?

The bull's-eye flash had tevealed to its
owner much more than he had expected.
Some six years ago he had parted from his
only swter Sue, not without fond regrets, but

How.

- with every hope for her happiness as she .

was marrying a steatly workingman, and the
young couple had begun their married life
as professing Christians. But trouble had

_come; trouble, indeed, had been partly in-

vited, for Sue’s husband bhad fallen in with
some godless companions, and, against his
conscience, had made them his constant as-.
sociates. He never got drunk mnor ill-treated
his wife, nor was guilty of any criminal dis-
honesty towards-his master; hut his work
was £o cavelessly and shifflessly done that
after a while he lost his situation and got
s i Times were heard,
employment very scarce, and Tom and Sue
moved into another neighborhood, in hopes
of doing better. Sue's brother, Robert, often,

_’Wrote, and sometimes came to see her and.
sent her help; but at last, to his consterna-
" ticn, he suddenly. lost sight of her.

Tom,
ashamed alike of his conduet and his com-
anions, and ‘not choosmg to be ‘watched,’
as he phrased it, refused to allow: his wife to."
hold any’ ‘further communication . ‘with  her.
brother, and Robert-also -removing to a dis-
tance, owing to his police duties, the two had
‘ Tom, how-
ever, had obtained regular work, and had
been able to provide comforta.bly for his wn’e
and child for several years past; indeed, he

.

had been vexed that he had cut himsolf off" L

y




