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"1 supposed you made lots of 
money—you wrote home—”

"It sounds a lot by the week, but 
when you have to have a puree in 
your hand everywhere you turn, It 
Is soon gone. Carfare, papers, 
laundry, clothes, lunches, board- 
why, It’s gone before It's esrned."

"Then, why don’t you come back 
and teach V' Dot’s eyes held an 
amazed expression and the dreams 
of the golden city were dissolving.

"How can 1 ? Don’t you remem­
ber I left when 1 finished grammar 
school ? If I'd stayed with the 
rest M you I could be teaching 
around there now and drawing my 
good money for work that Is really 
play. You know all the people, 
and they arc all good to you—here 
—’’ she broke off and fell to rubbing 
the soiled blouse fiercely, as 
though trying to rub her way back 
to the country.

Dot remained one week. She 
worked In the crowded basement, 
selling pots and kettles and rushing 
up to the lockers with the rest to 
have her time-card punched before 
she could get her wraps to go for a 
tasteless, costly bite of luncheon, 
where she had to stand in line to 
get a chance at a seat. She clung 
to swaying straps in cold street­
cars, and reached the boarding­
house to sit down to a scanty, 
badly-cooked meal with a worried 
and cross landlady presiding.

Just before the end of the Christ­
mas holidays a small blue-suited 
figure, laden down with packages, 
descended the car-steps and landed 
radiantly in the arms of the fur- 
coated man waiting.

“Dot, you can’t believe how we’ve 
missed you ! We were so afraid 
you’d love the city so much that—”

Dot laughed. "Say, I never want 
to see a city again ! I suppose 
they’ve hired a new teacher ? How 
I hate to think of any one else 
sitting at my desk and—’’

Her father helped her into the 
tall buggy and fitted the packages 
in neatly. "Why, no ! Old Bentley 
wanted me to write and ask you to 
come back, but I didn’t think there 
was any use , I wanted you to be 
contented, and 1 thought if you. 
stayed away until you got homesick 
that—”

She squeezed the big sleeve 
gaily. "Oh, father, how glad I am, 
and how nice you look ! I thought 
the city would be a golden place, 
with roses and music—’’

The big man looked down at her 
intently, but the young face re­
tained the radiant freshness of 
youth and his mouth relaxed ; 
young things were always vehement 
and used adjectives with reckless 
abandon.

"But I have discovered that the 
golden dreamland is where home is 
—home and your folks—’’ the 
homely word "folks” lingered 
softly on the sweet childish mouth. 
"There’s Shep,’’ she waved her 
hand to the dog barking a welcome, 
"and the Smith boys are fighting 
again ! I hope Ma has some dough­
nuts.”

‘"Did you sell any of your pic­
tures ?” asked Mrs. Gray, who had 
noticed the portfolio.

"No,” Dot smiled radiantly 
back, "but I saw some real paint­
ings at the Art Institute.”

Up in her cold little bedroom Dot 
looked angrily at a fat red volume 
with ornate traceries in gold. 
"You may be a best-seller, but you 
don’t know much," she said, half 
aloud, "I’m going to take you down 
and put you in the stove. I’ve found 
the place of golden dreams alone— 
you were no help !”

FOUR LECTURES ON 
McGEE

By Rev. John J. O'Gorman, D. C. L.
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LECTURE TWO.—McGEE THE 
CATHOLIC LAY APOSTLE

THE IRISH IMMIGRANTS AND THE
CHURCH

In his final lecture on the actual 
relatione between America and 
Ireland, after showing that the 
balance of material gain was on the 
side of America, McGee deals with 
the religious advantage to the 
republic of this enormous immigra­
tion and prophesies to the Know- 
nothings the inevitable failure of 
their persecution.

"By the census of 1850, the whole 
number of what are called ‘com­
municants’ of all our churches does 
not exceed six million, of whom 
within a fraction of two million are 
set down as Roman Catholics. If 
these statistics are anything near 
the mark, one third of all the pro­
fessed believers in Christianity in 
this republic are Catholics. Even if 
men do not regard this fact with 
Catholic eyes, they cannot in reason 
deny that religion is necessary for 
us all ; that, especially where the 
civil power is weak, the moral force 
ought to be strong ; that the 
strength of moral force lies in exact 
dogmas and positive principles ; 
that, therefore, whatever occasion 
has added two million of positive 
believers to the population of this 
republic, has conferred on it a bene­
fit and a blessing, ‘better than gold 
—yea, than fine gold.’ Looking at 
it merely as a social agent, the 
Church in America is of the utmost 
importance. To her appertains the 
science of theology—the soul that 
originally informed the framework 
of our civilization. Her doctrine is 
a system within which the grandest 
intellects have found ample range ; 
her spirit is one of true progress 
and real conservatism ; one which 
looks to truth, and not to popu­
larity ; to all time, and not to the

passion or fashion of the hour. As 
a mistress of philosophy, as a bul­
wark of order, as a ttay of law, the 
Catholic Church Is socially the most 
Important of all leligious Institu­
tions to the peace and harmony of 
this confederation. Its silent power 
attracts to It all studious minds; 
and, by attraction or repulsion, Its 
presence is felt in every pulse and 
at every pore of American society.

“To us Catholics It Is much more 
than a great social institution. It 
la the pillar and ground of truth. 
It is the work of God, and partakes 
of the attributes of its Author, 
Its decrees are justice itself, Its 
mercy inexhaustible, its love 
inexpressible, its glory incom­
prehensible. All other institu­
tions which exist on earth the 
soul of man can fathom without 
fear ; but this divine foundation is 
rooted in the eternal tides ; and he 
who seeks with his paltry plummet 
to fathom them, seeks confusion and 
his own shame. It partakes, even 
in space, of the magnificence of its 
Maker. The morning sun, as he 
steps forth out of his chamber in 
the east, salutes It, first of earthly 
objects ; and the noonday sun looks 
down and cries * Lo, it is here 
also !' and the evening sun, as he 
passes away into the farthest west, 
lingers a while upon its turrets, 
and pays a parting visit to Its 
altars.

‘ ‘To us it is the church of our fath­
ers, the church of our exile, the 
church of our children. It Is poetry, 
it is history, it is art, it is society, 
it is truth itself. No wonder then, 
that every attack upon it sounds In 
our ears as a profanation ; no won­
der we should prefer to bear every 
wrong the passions of the mob can 
plan or execute rather than for one 
moment to doubt or deny that holy 
church.

"To others of our fellow-citizens, 
what we so honor is detestable ; 
what we so love to contemplate is 
to them an eyesore and an ulcer ; 
what we venerate as immaculate 
they stigmatize as adulterous. It 
is very certain that such opposite 
beliefs cannot co-txist without 
collision. There will be, there must 
be, collisions. There is only one 
way to avoid them—for either party 
to affect a dishonest indifference to 
dogma, a criminal impartiality 
between truth and falsehood. This,- 
I trust, neither of us shall do. But 
then, how can we avoid coming into 
collision with our fellow citizens? 
I repeat, we cannot always avoid it. 
No manly man, not to say sincere 
Christian, can pass through the 
world without conflicts of opinion 
and belief. From boyhood to old 
age we all have such battles to 
fight ; but there is no necessity 
among men, members of the same 
commonwealth, that they should 
be physical battles. So long as we 
discharge our duties to the State, 
who has any right to arraign us in 
the name of the State ? Neither 
has the State itself any right 
to arraign us in the name 
of religion ; for the American 
State is of no religion, As to 
our public conduct, we challenge 
inquiry and comparison ; as to our 
private conscience, we permit no 
human power to sit as umpire there. 
We shall worship, and pray, and 
teach our children, and choose our 
translation of the Scriptures, and 
endow our church, as conscience 
dictates ; and not all the forces of 
earth and hell combined can compel 
us to the contrary.

* 'To those others who seem disposed 
at present to try the experiment of 
a popular persecution of Catholics, 
if the voice of reason still could 
reach them, I would say. Go down 
Chatham Street. Go down Chatham 
Street, and observe its Jewish 
inhabitants. There is a race which 
has stood the persecutions of eight­
een centuries ; yet their numbers 
today are said to be the same as they 
were at their dispersion, and half 
the thrones of the world are their 
mortgaged chattels. Has persecu­
tion converted the Jew ? And is 
the Christian with so many addi­
tional sources of spiritual strength 
—is he likely to yield before it ?

"Look to a more modern instance. 
For three hundred years the exclu­
sively Protestant government of 
Great Britain persecuted the Irish, 
Scotch, and English Catholics. It 
stripped them naked of every right; 
it confiscated their lands, seized 
their churches, closed their schools, 
treated them as outlaws in their 
own land. With what result ? 
After three hundred years of an 
experiment, carried on with a dia­
bolical tenacity and skill, the 
rusted chains gave way ; their 
greatest soldier declared the 
sword could not avail ; their 
subtlest statesman renounced all 
hope in intrigue or intimidation. 
So, in the year 1899, a strong man 
from the west, bv name O’Connell, 
pushed apart the doors of the 
British senate, and ushered the 
Catholics of that empire into their 
long-vacant seats.

"What do the present conspirators 
against their Catholic fellow-citizens 
hope to gain by persecution ? Did 
the burning of the Philadelphia 
churches injure it in that city ? 
Will the sack and sacrilege of 
Newark injure most—those who 
committed, or those who suffered, 
the wrong ? Will that dreadful 
scene the other night at Ellsworth 
change the tenets of any Catholic ? 
That was the scene to stir the most 
lukewarm blood, when a hundred 
armed ruffians stole in the darkness 
of midnight upon the retreat of a 
poor Swiss priest, stripped him 
beneath the northern sky, and com­
mitted their nameless outrages upon 
his defenceless person. I say, no 
man of any creed can think of such
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an outrage without feeling his 
blood boll, and his arm erect itself 
to strike the ferocious midnight 
rabble down.

" The Iriah Catholics in America 
have been chiefly instrumental In 
bringing this unpopular religion 
into the country, and they must be 
prepared for the consequences. 
They stand here, in their highest 
relation to the destiny of America, 
as church builders. They have paid 
back the money of the Puritan by 
acclimating the cross in the atmos­
phere of the Puritan. They have 
made it known that the 96th of 
December is Christmas day, and 
that God is to be honored In his 
saints. They have practically 
brought to the American mind the 
idea that marriage is a holy uacra- 
ment, not a civil contract. In their 
small Catechism, they have intro­
duced the profoundest syst> m of 
Christian philosophy. All this they 
have done out of their poverty but 
not without exciting derision, scorn, 
envy, jealousy, and fear—the whole 
tribe of the meaner passions of 
human nature. A tree of that size 
does not lift itself aloft without 
catching the gale, nor strike its 
strong roots round it without dis­
turbing the earth.

“ Contemporaneously with their 
religious activity they have pushed 
their personal fortunes, becoming 
citizens, and Insisting on their civil 
rights. This people, so long op­
pressed at home show some boldness 
here in pretending to any political 
existence. Some Americans take 
offense at their presumption in this 
respect—'they were a subject class 
in Great Britain, and ought to be so 
here ;* it is very well for them to be 
permitted to eat their pudding in 
peace ; to claim equality is auda­
cious Tell us, ye professors of 
equality, ye apostles of progress, is 
this your progress, Is this your 
equality? If so, give me the undie 
guised tyrant, who acta as he speaks 
and speaks before he strikes, in­
stead of such mobs as would fain 
make themselves our masters.

“ Here I may well close. Who­
ever lives to sec the end of this cen­
tury may be in a position to finish 
the subject." (ibid. pp. 149-154.)

It must be remembered that ' The 
Catholic History of North America" 
represents but a small part of the 
Catholic activities of McGee in the 
United States in the fifties. Weekly 
he sent forth his newspaper, The 
American Celt, with his inspiring 
and educative editorials ; and each 
season he lectured up and down the 
country on Catholic and cultural 
subjects. To this period belong 
also his other Catholic historical 
works : “ The History of the 
Attempts to Establish the Protest­
ant Refermation in Ireland and the 
Successful Resistanceof that People” 
and his "Life of Bishop Maginn." 
His efforts in favour of Irish colon­
ization in the Western States, 
which culminated in the Buffalo 
convention of 1856, must ba included 
also under his Catholic activities of 
this period. In spite of these great 
achievements he was not happy in 
the United States. The bigotry of 
Knownothingism in a country that 
boasted of it’s liberty, tried 
McGee’s patience; the never-ceasing 
slanders hurled at his head by Irish 
Revolutionists, who could not 
understand why McGee preached 
that Ireland needed some more 
practical and Christian assistance 
than the transatlantic chanting of 
revolutionary hymns of hate 
against England, disgusted him ; 
and the unexpected condemnation 
by his own Archbishop of New York 
of his praiseworthy plan of getting 
poor Irish Catholic emigrants out of 
the cellars and sewers of the East 
onto the farms of the West, discour­
aged him. So in 1857, in answer to 
a pressing invitation from far-see­
ing Irish Catholic Canadians, he 
moved to Canada. Here a new and 
different task awaited him. As a 
Canadian Lay Apostle of the 
Church, McGee helped to perfect 
and protect the Catholic Separate 
Common School System in Upper 
Canada and, by a marvelous crusade 
in favour of Christ'an conciliation, 
largely contributed to the lessening 
of bigotry and hatred. McGee’s 
migration to Canada was certainly 
providential.

m'gEE AND SEPARATE SCHOOLS

The only history which deals 
specifically with the subject of the 
Separate Schools in Upper Canada 
is "Legislation and History of 
Separate Schools in Upper Canada" 
by Dr. J. George Hodgins (Toronto : 
William Briggs, 1897). Like his 
chief. Rev. Dr. Ryerson, a Metho­
dist minister who was the educa­
tional Czar of Upper Canada when 
Separate schools received their 
improved legislative status and 
cobstitutional guarantees, Dr. Hod- 
gins cordially hated Separate 
schools. His history is a very 
unfair and quite unreliable one. 
His reference to T. D. McGee’s posi­
tion as regards the finality of the 
Act of 1863 is a deliberate garbling 
of the evidence, as we shall have 
occasion to show. The efforts of 
McGee for the perfection and pres­
ervation of the Government system 
of Catholic Common schools in 
Upper Canada are important both 
as a chapter in the history of Cath­
olic education and in the history of 
McGee himself. Though Govern­
ment - aided Catholic Separate 
schools existed by law in Upper 
Canada from 1841, that is, from the 
very first Parliament of the United 
Province, the majority of the Upper 
Canada legislators were determined 
that these schools would not be 
placed on a footing of parity with 
the undenominational Common 
schools, which were, as a matter of 
fact, through their Protestant

bible-readlng, very often practically 
Protestant schools. We have, there­
fore, the curious history of a Par­
liament which was forever bothered 
with Separate school bills because 
It would never consent to pass an 
Act which was satisfactory to the 
Upper Canada Catholic minority. 
The following extracts from the 
carefully written chapter on the 
Separate school question in the 
Life of Archbishop Lynch by H. C. 
McKeown, will serve to illustrate 
this fact After referring to the 
School Acts of 1841, 1848, 1846, 
1850 and 1858 he continues as 
follows :

“The chief difficulty In establish­
ing Separate schools was caused by 
the antagonism of the Chief Super­
intendent of Education, Rev. Eger, 
ton Ryerson This gentleman for 
many years practically directed the 
policy of the Government in educa­
tional matters. The dictatorial and 
autocratic tone he assumed towards 
the bishops of the Catholic Church 
who were merely demanding what 
they conceived to be their rights 
was most offensive. He was 
strongly opposed to the establish- 
ment of Separate schools. Although 
he was obliged to admit that the 
Catholics of Upper Canada had in 
principle the same rights in the 
education of their children as those 
possessed by the Protestants of 
Lower Canada, and that, equitably, 
they were entitled to Separate 
schools, yet he thought that by ren­
dering their establishment difficult, 
the idea would, in time, be aban­
doned. Mr. Ryerson considered 
himself the father of the Common 
School System of Canada. He 
believed that Separate schools would 
prove destructive to the entire 
school system. It was with this 
gentleman that the Catholic bishops 
were obliged to contend for years ; 
it was against his powerful influ­
ence that every amendment to the 
School Act had to be carried; it was 
in his hands that the whole admin­
istration of the School Law was 
placed and upon him depended, in a 
great measure, the successful oper­
ation of the Separate school provis­
ions of the Upper Canada School 
Act. Every government was obliged 
to reckon on his influence or opposi­
tion, before it might dare to intro­
duce any measure affecting educe- 
tion and by the tone and manner he 
assumed, it was evident he consid­
ered himself the dictator of the 
educational department of the 
government."

The series of half-hearted amend­
ments to the Separate Schools Act 
continued. One such was passed in 
1857 and the Conservative govern­
ment was pledged to pass another 
in 1858, which was McGee's first 
session in Parliament. The pledge, 
however, was not kept. The Con­
servative government were retained 
in power but they failed to intro­
duce the promised measure. In 
1862 they gave way to a Liberal 
government in which McGee was a 
Cabinet Minister. The moat that 
McGee could obtain from them was 
a promise that they would support 
a Bill brought in by a private mem­
ber. Early in the session of 1863 
when McGee had been crowded out 
of the Cabinet and almost out 
of the party by the Prime Minister, 
John Sandfield McDonald, a private 
Bill in accordance with the above 
mentioned arrangement was intro­
duced by R. W. Scott, a Catholic 
member from Ottawa. After its 
favourable clauses had been suffi­
ciently pared down to suit the Rev­
erend Superintendent of Education, 
Dr. Ryerson, it was accepted by the 
Bishops as the best they could get 
under the circumstances. The lead­
ing Catholic newspaper of Ontario, 
the Canadian Freeman of Toronto, 
of which McGee was one of the 
founders, expressly declared that 
they accepted the Bill as a partial 
recognition of Catholic educational 
rights. It was then that Thomas 
D'Arcy Mi Gee realized that now 
was the time that the Bill must 
pass the Legislature and by a mas­
terly oration he convinced a very 
large number of the members of his 
party to vote in favour of the Bill. 
This speech is such an admirable 
presentation of McGee’s views on 
the subject of Catholic education 
and such an important example of 
his ability to handle a difficult sub­
ject in a none too friendly Parlia­
ment. that we here give the speech 
in full. It will be noted how care­
ful McGee is on the very important 
question of the "finality of this 
Bill." In the earlier part of his 
Speech he points out what is yet 
required to make the Separate 
schools as efficient as the Common 
schools, namely, a Separate Normal 
school and a regular system of 
inspection ; and he naturally is 
ready to have the bill amended so 
as to include these rights.

Next he shows that the Lower 
Canada Act in favour of the Dissen­
tient Protestant schools "was a 
model of liberality not equalled by 
the Bill before the House" and adds 
this significant sentence :

"I venture to tell the Hon. mem­
ber who has moved for the six 
months hoist that he is mistaken if 
he thinks to discourage and defeat 
the people who ask for this meas 
ure. . . . They were resolved 
never to be satisfied with anything 
less than equal rights and privileges 
with their fellow subjects, and as 
they had before succeeded so would 
they in relation to this measure.”

Having laid down this principle 
and made clear that there was no 
one in the House authorized to say 
that the Catholic clergy and bishops 
accepted the Bill as a finality he 
himself makes the following 
promise :

"I can say only for myself that I

will endeavour to the utmost of my 
power to make this settlement final 
as far as 1 am concerned If the Bill 
passes unmutilaled. 1 will be no 
party to re-opening the subject 
either in the House or in the country.”

It will be noticed that McGee 
promised not to re-open the ques­
tion ; If however the Protestants of 
Lower Canada re-opened the ques­
tion and demanded additional edu­
cational facilities, that left McGee 
free to demand equal rights for the 
Catholics of Upper Canada, in 
accordance with the principle which 
he laid down in the beginning of his 
speech. When therefore the Pro­
testant minority in Lower Canada 
reopened the question by demanding 
further rights In 1866, McGee quite 
consistently claimed that equal eduv 
cational rights be given the Cath­
olic minority in Upper Canada. 
Before continuing the history of 
this question of the so called "final­
ity” of the Act of ’68, it is best to 
plac‘ McGee’s complete speech 
before the reader. His masterly 
treatment of the question of the 
priest in politics is not one of the 
least of the merits of this remark­
able speech. The speech is here 
reproduced as reprinted by Mr. J. J. 
McGee in a pamphlet published in 
1906.
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Mother!- 
Bobby’s Hurt 
His Finger

How many time* the kitchen door
opens and a scared little face an­
nounces a fresh catastrophe.

Mother—reach for the bottle of

Absorbine J'
Cuts, sprains and bruises yield 

readily to its treatment.
A few drops in a cut will destroy 

infection and hasten natural healing 
-—while a small quantity rubbed 
briskly on a sprain or bruise will 
allay the pain, reduce the swelling 
and Kreatly assist in restorinK the 
injured part to a normal, healthy 
condition.

A bottle of ABSORBINR JR. in 
your medicine cabinet will save no 
end of pain and suffering 

$r,25 a bottle at most druggists 
or sent posptaid by

W. F. Young Inc. m
Lyman Building - - Montreal
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Shrine at Graymoor
Among the followers of St Francis of Assisi 

there are few, who from, their lives and mir­
acles have received such world-wide admiration 
as St. Anthony of Padua. It would be utterly 
impossible to relate one-half of the miracles 
which are recorded as the fruit of his interces­
sion. ay. g 1

He has become famous, even amongst the 
most renowned of the Saints, for mercies of 
this kind. He had never been known to refuse 
the prayers of any one offered in the true spirit 
of Faith and Love. Even in these days of greed 
and vanities, he continues to work miracles for 
the benefit of his faithful clients. ?

A few of the many favor, he ha. secured for Patron, of, hle'famou. 
Graymoor Shrlno are (given below :

Mrs. A. B„ Ml. Vernon. N. Y.: “My petition K. H. J.. Kansas: “I thank you'for y ur 
has been answered, and I am very thankful, prayers and Novena, and wish to tell you that 
My brother in law was out of work one year. 1 obtained a long sought favor the day before 
I asked him to promise an offering to St. the Noveaa ended. Many thanks to 8L An- 
Anthony in return for a position, whic i he did thony !"
onlv last week, and tbts week he is working." H. A.. Cleveland. O. : “Some time ago I 

Mrs. H. Me- .. Iowa : * I am enclosing a thank entered ray petition for a position, and am glad 
offering to Saint An hony for the recovery of to say that It has been fulfilled. I am a non- 
our Auto which had been stolen.'' Catholic, but St. Anthony has been most

L. M . Texas : Enclosed And Five Dollars gracious to me.” 
in thanksgiving to St. Anthony. My business G. K , New Jersey : “ Enclosed find offering 
has grown wonderfully since I have started promised St. Anthony if ho would help in the 
Novenas to the good Saint of Padua." sale of a bungalow. This he did satisfactorily.

A. C. O., Rochester : I am enclosing Five The other petition was for my health. Since 
Dollars, which is the raise I got per week after the Novena finished, I have stopped losing 
m king the No vena to Saint Anthony. I prom- weight, my strength and energy are returning, 
ised that I would send my first week s raise to and I feel quite an improvement over my prev- 
U ray moor. ions condition."

The Friars of the Atonement wifi be pleased to enter your petitions in the Perpetual 
Novena, which begins each Tuesday and ends the following Wednesday. They will also send 
yon the special prayers and directions how to observe the Novena upon lequest.

Send your Petltione to

ST. ANTHONY’S SHRINE
Friars of the Atonement Qraymoor, Garrison, N. Y.
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