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RENEW ! RENEW!

The time for renewal of subscription
for the MessexaER AXD VIsITor has come
to the most of our subscribers. Would
all whose subscription. expired Jan. lst
kindly renew at once and get the advan-
tagoe of the reduced rate.

Please send money by registered let-
ters or post ‘office order. Do not send
cheques for small amounts, for there is a
charge of from 15 to 25 cents on each for
collection.

For vonvenience sake, if two subscri-
bers will remit wgetﬁer, it would make
even money.

All pastors of churches are our author.
ized agents. Money paid to them will
be credited as though sent direct to the
office.

‘We wish to warn those who desire to
discoritinue thé paper that all arrearages
must be paid at the rate of $2.00 per
year. We cannot accept the advanoe
rate of $1.50 from those who intend to
drop the paper. jf any are in straitened
circumstances, let them! get the pastor
to write in their bebalf, and they willl
find that every consideration will be
shown them.

e

Trw $400,000 required to secure the
$600,000 offered by Mr. Rockefeller have
not yet been secured. About $300,000

of it has pledged in Chicago; but
the rest of thy west has done little or no
thmg The ¢ffer will expire in June.

Presidént = Harrison nominated
Gen, Morgan Commissioner of Indian
Affairs. He has begun to worka gener-
al system of free schools among the red
men, and has dismissed incompetent
teachers, some Catholics among the rest.
For this, and because this system will
make it impossible to continue to get
their quarters of all government grants
to education of Indians, the Romish hier-
archy is using its best endeavors to pre-
vent the confirming of his nomination by
the Senate. = A Methodist minister,
Thomas A. Joiner, still a British subject,
though Jbormg in the United States for
about forty years, was set upon by a band
of whites, who shot at and wounded
‘himself and wife becsuse he would not
cease in his efforts to uplift the Negroes
in a section of North Carolina. Getting
0o redress from the local authorities, he
has put his case in the hands of the Brit
ish amibassador.

e e &

- Tnk an MILLENNIAE View. any
Christians. overburden themselves for
the conversion of others when they are
responsible only for a faithful presenta
tion of Christ. Christianity as a whole is
straining at the conversion of the heath,
en world—a hopeless task—instead of
publishing the gospel for a witneas to
all pations, which is a 8nntble task, and
spuedily possible. hen this human
part is performed, the divine will begin
and the millennium will follow.

The above is from an able article in
the Watchman of Jan. 2, by W. M. Lisle,
of Providence. It states the pre-millen-
nial idea of the purpose of the preaching
of the gospel. This is not to convert the
world ; but only as a witness to prepare
the way for Christ's coming, when the
conversion of the heathen will be accom-
plished by divine power. In other
words, the gospel as now preached is
only the human side of the work of sav-
ing the world, and was not intended to
be the medium of divine power for the
conversion of the heathen generally.
The diyine power to this end is not to
accompany this preaching of the. gospel;
but the preaching must be all finisked
belore the all-sufficient divine power is
ministered by the returning Saviour. In
this is our chief objection to the pre-mil
lennial theory. It is itsa utter want of
faith in the gospel as proclaimed in the
present dispensation that makes the
doctrine dangerous and paralyzing, so
far as any other purpose is concerned
than its proclamstion'as a witness. The
above is also another substantiation of
the statement which Bro. Creed suées-
tions,

—@r Just Berore You ame Gewe-
rovs.—This statement is often heard as
a reason why people should not be ex-
pected to give to the Lord's work. They
must pay their honest bills before they
can give to any benevolent object. This
assumes that people do not owe God any-
thing, and that thérefore nothing need
be given to him until ali debts are paid.
Men have a right to what is owed them ;
but God. has no right to what we have
because we owe Him nothing. Now, who
will dare say that they do mot owe God
everything? Is not all the energy, talent,
power & man has, by which he accumu-
lates property, the gift of God? Are

" mot all things we possess from God?

How can man, therefore, pre-assume
that he need only give to God when all

other claims are satisfied? Has He no
right to our monay? Was the old Is
raelite excused from his tithes until he
had paid off all his devts? Nay,
portion came first, not last. Is not this
right to-day? Is not God's claim first,
and ought it not to be first met? Then
there are those who have large proper
ties over and above the balance of debt.
They may ever be in debt because they
ever keep adding field to field, and pro
perty to property, faster ‘than they cas
pay cash for them ? Some of these urge
'adebt of this kind as a reason why they
should give notbing to God. To shelter
oge's self behind an excuse of this kind
will not do with an” all-seeing, heart
searching God. Better let all be so fired
witl*love to God that the question shall
be-—how much may I give, and not how
little. .

God's

— AsK1NG AND REOEIVING.—This privi
lege, as represented in scripture, is all
but boundless. “ What ye will”
expression of jts limitations Ask and
ye “shall receive. If any of you lack
wisdom let him ssk of God, and it shall
be given him,"” marks the extent of the
promise to persons of all classes, and
for all time., In these passages we have
also the oertainty of the anawer to
prayer to the exient of the petition. Ip
the last passage quoted we have a speci
fled blessing promised. Yet it will be
& misleading adventure for usgto pray
and olaim, or expect, an answer agcord
ing to the above named passages if we
overlook or ignore the conditions, named
or implied, upon which the blessings
promised shall come to’ us. “If ye
abide in gne and my words abide in you,”
may beWEgarded ss expressing a condi
tion or principle upon which God in
variably answers the prayers of mep
It is quite easy for us to understand
how the Lord by His providence follows
with His blessing the skillful labor of
the husbandman. W find pleasure in
considering the harmony of labor with
the sunshine and the shower and the
full harvest. In this we see the divine
and human in concordant effort accom
plishing the most desirable purposes
—the divine always above the human,
answering, along well -established lines,
the desires and labors of the human
toiler. Nor can we see that there is any
other way of farming successfully, Then
as possessions have in themselves no in-
dependent value, it may be seen that
human efforts along the lines of divine
appointments, with prayer for divine
assistance and oco-operation, will give a
moral and elevating moulding, which
will prepare the laborer to appreciate,
as he would not otherwise do, the
results of his toili. And in rightly
valuing these, his possessions, he will be
led to a right expenditure of them,
while the thoughtless, profane and
prayerless toiler will surely miss all
these rich advantages. So it may be
that in these plain facts swe may catch
a glimpse of the divine philosophy of
asking and receiving the rich spiritual
blessings of wisdom and grace, of which
Jehovah himeself is the grand and inex-
h'ultible fountain.

is one

— Wuy rae Dirrerexce 2—The child
does not go to the day school to be
amused, but to be taught. He is ex
pected to learn the lessons assigned him.
If hie prove indolent, and refuse to study,
the parents come to the aid of the
teacher by their suthority. If they mis
behave and disturb” the school, the pa
rents are not slow to teach their chil
dren, by punishment i need be, that
conduct of this kind cannot be allowed.
Wise parents, also, have a sharp eye
upon the progress their children are
making in their studies, and see to it
that the lessons assigned for home study
are learned. This is all most excellent.
How, however, does the action of pa
rents compare with that outlined above,
in reference to the behavior of their chil-
dren in Sabbath-school, and to their pro
gress in the studies they there pursue ?
Are the children not, too often, sent to
be out of the way or to be amused, and
not for the sake of the instruction it is
hoped they may receive? How many
parents take pains to see that their chil-
dren learn the lessons assigned them for
the week ? If they refuse to try toacquit
themselves well, orif they are unruly and
are disturbers of* the school, how many
use their authority to learn to teach
them that this conduct must not cen-
tinue? How many have a supervision
over the studies ot the children pur-
sued-in the Sabbath-school? Are there
not some who allow their children to
remam at home, if they think the school
dull, or even to get their Sabbath train-
ing upon the streets or ronds? We fear
that too few enquire into the conduct of
their children in Sabbathschool. Why
is this? Is the knowledge of the Bible
of less importance than of the books
studied in the day-schools? Or are

parents less concerned about the know-
ledge which makes wise unto salvation,
than of that which is helpful, to tem.
poral success? We entreat parents to
be no longer careless about this matter.
Children may, by misbohaving in Sab-
bath-school, contract habits of irrever
ance and insubordination whicly will be
their bane all through life. Have a care
for your children in the Sabbathschool.
They ara having their golden oppor-
l;xnily to become acquainted with God's

Word. Help the teachers. See that
your children prepare their lesson,
Study it with them. Impress upon

them as a law that must not be broken,
that they must not be irreverent and
unmanly while euRged in_the study of
God's word.. If parents do not wish to
have their children endangered, in the
very place -where they should_ receive
their most powerful bent in the right
direction, they had better give serious,
attention to this matter.

— Waar are we Reapiyo 7—It is the
boast of our day that we have very supe-
rior educationaladvantages. And really
this may be so. It ought o be so, inas-
much as all the factors of such a condi-
tion are abundant. Thé truth is that
higher education is within the reach ofY
the poorest of our young men and Wo.
men, if they but determine to pursue it.
A few among the many of our youths are
availing themselves of these, oppertuni.
ties. Their attainments are respectable
All this
is & subject for the encouragement of
those who who are toilers in these de
partments of usefulness. . Enough is
being accomplished to convince those
who are generously donating for the sup-
port of that their invest-
ments, in this benevolent way, are wise.
They may well be sptisfied with the valu-
able returns dccruing, without being
assured that the

—in & few instances superior.

education,

general progress now
made in intellectual culture is very fat
in advance of former times. There are
some things observable in the society of
the present day which demand the most
thoughtful There are
evidéntly infliences, peculiar to our
times, at work which portend a very
dark future for our fair land.  Promi.
nent among these evil omens is_the fact
that a majority of the young men and
women of this day are not fond of good

consideration.

solid reading matter™ It is to be
feared that by very many even
of the mere cultured - classes, the

demand for books of a light trashy na-
ture is far in excess of the more useful
and valuable. 1f this taste is gratified
stiperior educational .advantages _will
avail but little in the demands and
struggles - of coming time. While our
educational endeavors and expenditures
are for the purpose of producing a com
ing generation of great ability, this one
habit, if allowed to prevail, will destroy
the usefulness of thousands of our
young men and women. If in the mat
ter of reading we comipare the former
with the present generation, we of the
present time may not be flattered.
Many of our mothers and fathers could
some forty years ago, sit by the hourand
read such works as Bunyan's and Bos-
ton's and Fullers' and the Bible, without
note or comment, and explain their con-
tents to their households, as but few pa*
rents can now, or care now to do. Asin
secular pursuits the trend of the pre-
sent tinde is to speculation, instead of
patient: persevering industry, as the bet-
ter way to wealth ; so in intellectual and
religious culture, the popular demand is
for entertainment and leisure—somé
royal road "—instead of the old beaten
path of patient prayerful toiling. This
demand has called into the market a
literature, both, secular «and religious,
that cannot be read without staying
either intellectual or religious progress
and prosperity.

" S~ N—

Letter irom Ottawa.

About a year ago I wrote you that the
Rev. Mr. McDiarmid had resigned his
charge of the First Baptist church in this
city, to take effect on the first of May.
After Mr. MoD. left them, the church
was pastorless for six nths, and dur-
ing all that time was ously looking
for » successor to the one whose de-
parture was so generally regretted, and
praying that the right man might be
sent to fill his place. The church has
good reason to feel that their hopes have
been fully realized, and that God has
answered their earnest prayers. The
Rev. G. M. W, Carey, formerly of 'St.
John and so well md fnronbly known

ugh: the Mariti P
response ‘to a most hearty and u@»m
mous call, assumed the pastorate of the
church on the first of November last;
and judging from the two months that
have just elapseéd, his relationship with|
the church and the whole

hl]lpy. It would be idle Yor me boll-
tempt to inform you that Mr. Carey is
in the highest sense a pulpit orator, for
his reputation in this regard is known
far beyond the territorial limit of your
patrons ; but there are other character-
istics quite as requisite for: the faithful
pastor to possess, which, perhaps, are
not quite so generally known, but which
have in the short space of two months
been learned, and learned by heart, by
the people among whom he has re-
cently come to abide as their shepherd.
The prayer-meeting, the Sunday-school,
the sick room, the house of mourning,
the dwelling of the poor, the little strug-
gling mission, the social circle, all these
and other Wwitnesses can festify to the
Rev. Mr. Carey's zeal, self-sicrifice snd
devotion “in and to the cause of the
Master, and the welfare ‘of the ¢hurch
and.people.

' The Ottawa church does not boast of
having a large number of weallhy and
influential members, but khey are ear-
nest and faithful, willing and ready at all
times to contribute generously to the
support of the pastor and to all the in.
terests and objects connected with the
church, and while the. church ig to be
congratulated upon securing a pastor of
such ability, experience and zeal, he is
likewise to be congratulated in having
the sympathy and support of such »
faithful and devoted people.

It is to be sincerely hoped lhnf'ﬁho
union consummated Wwith such bright and
bappg prospects may be s lasting one
and receive the signal approval of the
divine Master, H. H. B.

SN ol

German Cerrespondence.
Beruw, Dee. 9.
- The first snow has come--and gone
again without even melting, it seems;
for the air is dry and the streets so clean
that one could imagine they had always
been and always would remain so. But
the people of Berlin know better. They
know it will snow, rain and shine ; shine,
i and spow again the whole winter
through, alternately strengthening and
endangering the reputation’of the city as-
dne of the cleanest in Earope, and alto
gether giving as much to grumble about
#s could be expected of the weather by
#ny unreasonable mortal.

While these few days of grace last,
however, Berlin street lifois at its busiest
and best. It is interesting to note the
diffe thods of public convey "
and of carrying on traffic in the city.

First of all comes the Stadtbahn, or
city railway, which the
ssme purpose as the elévated railway in
New York, or the underground railway
in London. It runs in a gqurved line
thirough the very heart of the city, from
east,to west, and af its extremities is
connecfed with the north and south divi-
sions of a second line,—the “Ringbaln,”
which encloses the entire city in a
gircle. The Stadibakn is sevenmmiles
long, about five milea consisflng of a
vigduct of solid masonry, and the re-
mhining two of ironwork and e filled-
in bed of a river channel ; it crosses the
Spree three times, and has in all 66
bridges over streets and watercourses.
It was opened in 1832, and -is looked
upon by the true Berliner as the crown
of engineering. triumphs. It is, more-
over, an ornament of which any city
might be proud. Slightly elevated above
the streets, enough to allow the, passing
of vehicles beneath, with here and there
» huge, open-monthed station crouching
over the rails and spouting forth long
lines of screaming, smoking monsters
into the thick of the world turmoil, at
night breathing out fire and drawing blaz-
ing chainsof light across the horizon—
who could not at the sight enter into
thefeelings of Frau Buchholz,the genuine
Herlin burgher Frau in Italy, as she ex-
claims : “ Well, Verona may have its
amphitheatre, but it hasn't a Stadtbakn "

The spaces under the arches of the
structure are often fitted up. as restan
ranté. The interiors are beautifully
adorned with flowers, paintings and
frescoes, the arched roofs lending them
selves particularly well to ceiling decora.
tion. Nor is thisall: [ have seen shops
under the Stadtbain, bathing houses, and
at one en ! of the line a large part of the
machinery ir the “Ausstellungs Park,” a
standing exhibition of all sorts of me-
chaaical industry, is housed under its
friendly arches.

Omnibuses in Berlin are just as as large,
clumay, and hoisy as in any other city,
and, if anything, a shade yellower. They
are the principal foes of people who want
to.take their own time to cross a street.
In America horses and waggons must
give way to foot-passengers, and woe be-
tide the unlucky companies if they don’t!
Here it is just the opposite. If you re-
| fuse to recognize the fact, you will pro-
b-bly be fun over at the next street-
corner, and left to recover from damages

answers

congregation
promises to be most satisfabiory and

88 best you may. This happens nearly

-before.

overy dly to some careless mortal or
other, but trade is prospering as never
On the whole no one ever suf-
fers from siding with the law. Another
regulation is that no street car shall
carty more than the allotted number of
passengers,—twerity for a two-horse, and
twelve for a onehorse car, with eight
standing places ip each beside the driver
and conductor. This rule is never
broken, and the impatient erowds ga
thered about the /lallestellen (fixed
stopping-places forall street-cars) on Sun
days and festival days, may gramble
a8 much as they please, the little bell
rings, and off slides the oar with aself
possession made doubly aggravating by
the contented fuces of the fortunate
twenty indide. . Neither are these cars
to- be stopped with a nol, an umbrella
wave, or any other illegitinate means
of “boarding” at will and eaprice. If
you wasnt to ride you must go to one of
the Hallestellen, and there wall until
your car is ready to come to you. The
Hallestellen are marked by iron sign
posts, painted red, and set at re
gular intervals along the lines. Those on
one side of the street indicate cars
going one way, on the other in the oppo
site direction. It is allowable to enter
and leave a war onmly from the
side next to the Hallestellen. Tick
ots are given updu paying the fare,
which are liable at any time, to be
called for by aninspector. 1t will be seen
from this that everything is earcied out
with the utmost precision and regularity.
Of cabs (Droschken), there are two
classes, the principal difference between
therh being that the first-class horses are
said to go faster than the second. The
first are to be recommended for business
and the second for pleasure. They are
held in great esteem, as may be seen
from the Berlin saying: “If your-aunt
had four wheels she would be a Drasohie ;
yes, she might even, upder favorable
conditions, develop int:}l Droschke of
the very first-class.” erbert Spencer
might better the saying by turning it
around: If & Droschke Radu't four
wheels, might it not undeér favorable
conditions, develop inte & Hrst-cluss
aunt? e

Besides these methods of conveyance,
one seés in summer numerous steamers

different beer-gardens and other places
of resort situated on its banks. Some of
them are not much larger than toy
steamers, and sitling on the miniature
deck gives one a feeling like being bal
snced on the edge of a spinning top.
One is always astohishesd at not being
tipped over into the river. There are a
number of larger ones held in reservé
for special excyrsions, and at height
of the season they are rmml{?‘ly and
13

night with merry pleasure see

s.
B.B.

W.B. M. U.

“Be ye steadfast, Immovable,always abound-
ing in the work of the Lotd,; forasmueh
as yo know-your labor is unot In valg,
in the Lord.”

PRAYER TOPIC FOR THE MONTIF OF JANUARY.

«For an outpouring of the Spirit of

Missions on our home churches.”—Matt,
19.
Six Months in England.
BY MRS, ARMSTRON
I find that during the last six months,

I have spoken in behalf of Foreign Mis
sion work once in London, once in Bris-
tol, three times in Northampton, and
no less than thirty-five times in Brigh-
ton.

Brighton is a very stately and fashioo-
able watering place. The hills rise
abruptly from the sea,— the downs,” as
English people call them,—and . they
form a beautiful background of ever
varying tints; while the extensive sea
front with its imposing mansions, and
the gay crowds that pass up and down
the esplanade as.ceaselessly as the ebb-

beauty and variety rarely surpassed.
Yet nothing so surprised me in Brigh-
ton as the religious activity and high

its nmany churchés, both Established and
Nonconformisté® There are here no less
than thirty-six Established churches and
forty-six.-Nonconformist chapels, beside

presents quite as many more mission

tions and numerous other evangelical
agencies.

pel to them just as we do among the
heathen.

on the Spree, plying to and from the

ing and flowing tides, form ‘a picture of

spiritusl tone that characterizes most’ of

five Roman Catholic edifices. This re-

halls in the poorer quarters of the city,
besides Young Men's Christian Associa-

There are no less than eight
Baptist chapels, and a larger number of
Baptist mission halls, where work is car-
ried on among those who will not come
to any large chapel, and indeed jeannot
be reached except by bringing the gos

8o much interest in home work dobs.
.notlhd«nnqp-ﬂinhnuin

Foreign Mission work. The Established
church here is doing & grand work for
Foreign Missions, through the Church
Missionary Society, a tody of marked
spiritual powe¥. In this they bave been
much sided by the widaw of Bishop 1Tan-
ington, who lives here, andd is constantly
engage | in work to promote a knowledgs
of missions and-a_prare-ful interest in
the

o Nonconformist churches, chiefly
uts and Congregationalists, have not
20 active, though they have ‘not
altogether forgetful. Last year the
igregational- Societies began (heir
men's work for women in hesthen
nddy; this year the first Baptist Wo
an's Society has been formed, and -we
are hoping to see a wider interest in this
work which in Americn we love so well,
[t bas been s pleasure to me to belp
both of these sdcieties.

I was invited to belp in the Zénans
sunual meetings connected with the
English Baptist Missionary Society in
London, Bristol and Northampton, the
ohief centrea of woman's work among
the Baptists here.

My visit w0 Bristoi was & very pleasant
one. | found & most enthusisstic and
well instructed band of Baptist Indies
doing a gr n | work for their zenana mis-
sions. Bristol itsell is interesting to me,
especially on account ¢f Muller's Orphan-
ages, and the nineteenth century faith
they represent. But it is beautiful also
in its natural scenery, especially whe:
the classical Aven glides between its
lofty banks to the sea.

I had not thought sufficiently before
going to Northampton of all the precious
mempries that centre there. But when
I ﬁx:\d that, after addressing their
annual meeting in the town cne even
ing, and the large gathering at the senans
breakfast next morning, | was expected
also to speak in the evening, three or
four miles out of town, at Hackleton,
what wis my surprise to find it was at
Carey's old church, and within & stone’s
throw of the shop where be mended
shoes and dreamed of missions ; where
God met him,and sent hin “ far hence "
to the heatlien, 4¢' Brst open the door
that has swung wide for so many
thousands since. As [ stood by the spot
wlee his shoemaker's chair had been,
and saw around me the rude imple
mentaof the poor cobbler's shop, whick
still stands there, agd are in daily use
by other hands, | could not but por der
on what made him to differ from the
man there working now ; and when |
spoke in the eveniag, | could not but
adk if it was not probable that Carey
heand God's still, small
voice,—.and onevep, while we hear and
dregm, but have not the faith to step
hoidly out and do ; and so we have our
reward, and Carey has his.  How few of
us ever rise to all- that God has called
us to!

By the way, they made me speik that
ovening-from the pulpit, which | was
very reluctant to do; but the children
were all in the galleries, and could not
sce me otherwise, and | was foreed to go
for- their sakes. But it seemed very
holy ground. It was not the actual pul-
pit Carey was socustomed to spesk
from. The church has been rebuilt, and
anew pulpit put in, but they show the
old one in & side room where it- lies
waiting for a purchaser.

On my way home, through the kind
ness of the Baptist minster at. Oloey, 1

voice,— 1T

spent some very pleasant hours there,
He is pastor of the church where Sat
aliffe this -chapel re
(excopt that a
wing has been addedj as in the days
{ whes Cowper sst dn his pew in font,
wid Andrew Fuller or Garey or Sutelife
or Rowland Hill made the place voeal
with words that live today. e took
me to see “ Cowper's Haunts,” as they
are called.  Mrs. Unwin's house stands
| intact, but its present occlipants are
unknown to fame. The little arbor
where Cowper wrote most of his poems
stands in the grounds, half way between
Mrs. Unwin's and the parsonage hard by,
where John Newton lived. It was here
that these two kindred spirits constantly
met and wrote their hymns together.
The little table -.u: & seat each side is
there, and ivy sprung from a vine
that Cowper tod covers the quaint
little summer house. All but the living
spirit .and presence of the poets re-
mains as of old. The fragrance lingers
there, but the bloom has passed to fairer
skies. Then we drove round Throck-
morton Park, through some of the fairest
scenes old Engl can show. It was
here that Cowper wrote his “Task,” and
every spot has some mention in his
verse. [ cam¢ home that night to
Brighton and my children, feeling that I
f thh.

preached ; and
>

mains almost the same

& very feast of fat and of
wines well refi
Master gives us “an hundred fold in
this presen

[The many friends of Mrs. Armstrong
(Miss Noris) will hear with pleasure that
she anticipates visiting the Provinces
next summer. ]




