
THE ECHO, MONTREAL.
\8 usee, among the children of our streets* 

The Government of Ontario has recent­
ly passed a compulsory educational act* 
But to pass an act may be a useless sop 
to conscience, unless efforts are made 
to carry it out. Truant officers are to 
be appointed. Now, I want ill of you 
to use your influence that there shall 
be enough truant officers—not one or 
two for this huge city, but half a dozen 
or more, and to give them all the aid in 
your power to do their work. It may 

herd at first that children should 
be forced to go to school when they are 
helping their parents, or are said to be 
helping their parent?, by picking up 
odd jobs ; and the truant officers may 
make a few mistakes at first. But the 
act cannot be enforced without a little 
hardship here and there ; and we must 
weigh this hardship against the gain to 
the children themselves and to the com­
munity. And, again, the act cannot 
be enforced without some little addi- 

as tional expenditure in the way of school 
buildings. Encourage the trustees to 
enter upon a bold and vigorous policy ; 
be suspicious of a trustee who asks your 
vote merely on the ground that he will 
keep down the taxes ; remember that 
penny wise may be pound foolish. 

When the children have been got

this is the I that the working classes can, for some 
have given I centuries at least, be placed in a posi- 

of affluence and luxury. And,

which we find to-day come into exist- ported by evidence ; and 
encet This, then, has been my spe. opinion of 8The,tion
cial work; and if this is of any use at any ^«^Les of the people was secondly, the vast majority of them 
a 1, it ought to some extent to put me life o B were 8ubject to will have to continue working men.
into a position to deal fairly with the mean and sor , ff, qientlj I Well, then, what can be reasonably

question we are considering. And if P®n0 ica . a' jn hundreds of hoped for t This :
I should say anything that is dista-te- they we P л regnlt of 1. That though it is impossible m
ful to you, I am sure you will be gen- tboueands by ^trience, theM of thing8 that every work-
e,ou* enough to belie*, thaï I trj, tt „.L m„, •» »
any rate, to be honest and impartial. morality was , common daughter should be able to nee to what

Let me begin with making this re- bloodshed we , H at L called a higher position, yet that
V » mark • There is very good reason for among them as among the Italians at s * „„ few obstacles as

I have been asked to speak to you ^ ^ hard a8 ia the condition New Orleans ; they toiled and squ ^ ^ ^ of thoae ,ising to
about the erudition of the people, of irking classes, and slow as is bled from year’s end to year a end wi P WOrldly dignity and
the body of the nation, those who work "proveme^ that con- no one to help them o, care for the™; ^"“e who are fit fo, tLm
with their hands ; and of the way m gradually improving in No, I am convinced that the condi- fl majority must remain
which that condition may be improved "and America, from the earliest tion ol the working classes ln ^/should, while re-

1 uble our times' of which we have any know- speaking countries is better forking ^ ^ haye a Wage
that we have no need to trouble our- Some writers last century .vere many preceding century. For ^ which will gecule them a sufficiency of
selves about such a question at all. In 8 ^ ^ fancy picturea of the last fifty years, it has been proved be- | ^ houBe8> and warm cloth­
es new country, they say, whatever îj J arguing that civilisa- yond a shadow of doubt, that;the con- d; h У^ them to put by
may be the case in the old world the ^lesa J| ^  ̂ knQW too dition of the average Enghsh and mg & ^ o{ iU.heftlth> or the
working classes are all in comfortable to fall French working man has distmctlj» ^ due to the seasons
circumstances; or, if they are not it is M that. There are been raised. And the same^ ÊTnav idable slackness of trade,
their own fault. Every man whom ^ ^ ^ ^ if you true, I imagine, of Amène, and Cana- ^ ^ ^ ^ age . that the3

sober, and stea y, an . could exchange your lot with that ol da. should have a reasonable regularity oldustrious, can get on. I propose m could.^ ^ ^ ^ Al0 we to rest content ^^T^loyment so as not to be harrassed
what I have to say, to deal only with ^ our Qwn dayi though they God forbid. The history of th®pastj dfmoralized by uncertainty ; and
the population of our cities ando oeofarM that> are neverthe- certainly, m one view of encour ^ wQrk ig monotonous
their condition the account I have just ^ {Jd ^ po tQ 80ШЄ rem0te mg; for it teaches us that the world u exhaugting their hours of labor
quoted is, I am sure everybody who everybody was comfort- after all, slowly becoming better; H be 80 limited that they should
knows anything of real life must « WL Lre were no it rebukes those unwise agitators who
own, much too bright and cheerful able^ РРУ,^ ^ ^ land. g0 about saying that things are going
We have not yet m Toronto, thank ^ and of telling us that since that from bad to worse, and that there is no 
God! such a dense mass °f hoPele time the working clssses have been de hope except in revolution. But alter 
and thriftless poverty as is to be found o inherit- all, the story of the sorry lives men
in the old cities of Europe ; with the gra have led in this world in the past, of
great body of our people there is a help- ftnce. „hJTlhèTand was owned in com- the cruel wrong, the long-abiding op- 
fulness and buoyancy and self-reliance The only common ownership of pression they have endured is a very
that prevents their sinking into pa - we ^ ^ certain> ig among sad one, and should stimulate us to
perism ; and almost every man w o is and there, if there is no make the world a better place to live
willing to work, though he may some- 88 g ’ , ■ f , d there in for those who come after us.
times have a hard time and a sad time nQ individual rights at all, and But now comes the question, What ^ ^ ^ ^ world.
to go through can manage i0 earD searceiy anything that we can call in- are we to aim at? Have any of you ^ ^ ^ ft tiade and get into however great their ability maybe, I

ugh to keep о y an 80^nc°ertain' dividual freedom of thought or action, who have thought over ese ™a “ what is called a “ profession ” seems to am inclined to think that the way to
But when we in 0 unskilled It is true that historical scholars once ever formed for yourse ves me to be even stronger in Canada than the university is here more difficult
of employment, not only of i^nsk d ^ ^ ^ Engligh beld ideal or object towards which to work ! it ^ ^ the oldeoUntry; and it is very than even in old England. The Eng-
laborers, but also of skill their land in common ; and from these Perhaps the idea that has occurre aWd when looked at from a truly lish universities have a great number of
who know their trade, of historical scholars the idea was taken some of you is this: We hear o demooratic point of view. Still we acholarships open to general competi-
margin which wages allow a^Va цр by tbe 80СІаіІ8І8, and by Mr. Henry enormous wealth of a certain compara- ^ recogn?e thatamanwho is fairly tion; and, what is infinitely more im-

cost oe mere living, even George I have great respect for Mr. lively small num er o m i ’ successful in a profession can secure a portant, during the last ten years or soregular work is secured, if a man has a «8 Q but courge be ig not why should not that wealth be divided ^ with шоге 0p- fgreat number of scholarships have
wife and family to 8UPp°J ’ a special authority on early hist ry ; among those who ^ ^ e« p0,tunities for mental cultivation, than been established at the grammar schools
wearisome and uninteresting character P ^ naturally borroWed thé hands? Then we should be able to ^ e ^ arti8an ; and it is (corresponding to our high schools) and
of much of the work ta 88 frQm Ле booka that came in his enjoy the comforts which are now e ^ bQnorable ambition on the part of a annually offered for competition among
done, so different from the ® ' But eince that theory was exclusive property of the few But wQiki man> 0r a working man’s son, the senior boys in the board or public
ment of a Passional man; c- he u wag never anything even if it were just to do this, it would to try in tbig way t0 improve hie posi- achool8. I know several men of great

and unhealthy homes ш unie mQrP than a theor,_it has been exam not help us much. The incomes of the Thomas Carlyle used to say that abilityj now in positions of influence
80 many °J lhe W0;^ CûiTall these ined by later historical scholars, who wealthy look very large by themselves, ^ ^ meseage of the F.ench Revo- and dignity, who were the children of 
live; w en we . have had no sort of bias against social- and I certain y in hition was that “ careers should be open very poor working men, and who have
things, we must surely I ‘ and it ig now being altogether much larger than the services У ^ talent8 » But the reason why I bad a way opened to them by this sys-
tertimeis coming. ivgn Up. It is now coming to be gene- render to the community deserve. ut цроп thia is more than the de- tem 0f scholarships. I think much

Well now, gen cm , rally accepted that at the earliest pe- they would not go very аг, і ey aite that every one should “ have fair more ought to be dofle in this way at
fairly ask what weight can be attached ^ 8CceP ed baek in Eng- divided. If all the incomes which go 8 \Ьаі ought tobeof great our 0Wn university. There are very
to my opinions on quesUonshke^e. nod to whic - ^ В Де ^ ^ L individuals in England were dr- Mgy ^ ig that it ig of the many farmer8> 8ons among ofir stu,

I am but a man о o , tilled by brotherly groups of common vided equally to every ami y, utmost importance for the community dents, but very few sons of city arti
feel the stress 0*. ®0“P®aa “b baJB tners it was cultivated by men but much do you think it would come to command the gan8. This ought not to be so.
pinch of need, like ho e who ha own ^ uion of elaves- About Є8 per week per family* Th o£ ^ ableat of it8 mem-
themselves to en er into the industrml Ш ^ absolutely first fact then, we notice, ,s that there ^ We want tbe men of greateet _
struggie as employers or employ e . wer0 almost is not enough wealth-notenough good country can produce to sit
That is to a large extent true and yet 81„^^and their maate,s things for man’s use actually got ready ^ а8Уоиг judges, to sit in
there are two the Jd. They usuallyfor him out of,he as our lawgivers, to sit
justify my speaking to you. Ibeh a ш1е plot of land to themselves, just yet very comfortable al round. ; councii8, to heal our
is that, owing to the circumstonces of WaMjp. ut иШе time to it ; Gthers may say : Why should we la- JPJ “ p t0 elevate our

»-gb, - c!ergjmen, , a™, *

SrTwhatn“hardtimes” really mean, gradually that the Church was able to 08088 “ Le, indus- much has, of late years, been done to
what uncertain wages mean.^ | fot these poor drudges some little time I Les ’’ТиГье known as “waste products’’-all that

their own, some it °loomparat.vely The old handloom All І “мШгІ BUILDING,

has disappeared \ шові things nowa .> .
day s get ^o be made in large mills and sorts of uses are being found for th m ^ ^ jm§ 57>?ff7< ШШ 

У 8 by comparatively large and it is sometimes discoverea that
good many they can be made more valuable than 

the article itself which was originally 
produced. But a distinguished and wise 
English economist, one who measures 
his words, has said that “ the great 
waste product ” of modern society is the 
higher ability latent but undeveloped 

ng the working classes. We want 
to remove every obstacle in the wav of

of all the ability Cough
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CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE,

By W. J. Ashlsy, M. A.,
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There are many,

into the public schools, then therehave time for wholesome recreation.
A few words about each of these, ought to be an open road, for such of 

And first, as to opportunities of rising, them as have ability, to the high 
People have often the most mistaken 
notions as to what getting on in the 
world mèans. To struggle along with 
a miserable little “corner store”; to 
try to live in a big house and keep a 
black coat on your back as a half- 
starved doctor or chemist, father than 
to do the work of a skilled mechanic,

The for boys whose parents are very poor,

schools, and from the high schools to 
the university. I am very proud of the 
educational system of this country in 
many respects ; and it has this great 
advantage over England, that it is 
easier here for a lad of moderate abil­
ity, whose parents have moderate 
means, to get to the university. But

eno

mean

(to be continued.)
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substitution of machinery 
In a recent prolonged they could cal)

of goods they could regardskill means.
strike in London, I have had friends store

side, and I their own property.
There are others who place what

“ the golden age of the Eng- factories, or
capitalists employing

There are some trades still in 
the rule ; and

as

among the employers 
among the leaders of the strike upon 
the other These things are not all I they call
theory to me. And the second is, that lish laborer,” many centuries nearer
for some years I have been studying our time ; but still, ^Д^^куЬісЬ small shops are
the condition of the people in шаПИ“у Геааге told, the laborer was in these cases most men of any force of

ages and countries. y’ f d wjtb his character can fairly hope to become
A great change is coming over the able to procure before or employers themselves ; but in most

science uf Political Economy A few wages professor Thorold Rog- important trades, it is manufaemre-on-
veais ago -the economist used to say, since. . „*.d L-large-scaie that is winning the day.
“ Give me a few simple principles to ere who rst ma e a ^ > the Even if, as the socialists demand, all
start from, such as that every man will it was at <mc k Since then it the processes of manufacture were 
take care of himself, and I can con- socialist Kati ^ ^ a foken oveI by the State, it would still
struct the rest of the science for my- has come to pt ^ ^ ^ L necesgaiy for the mass of men to
self, and explain everything very well, certain fact that th У continue to work with their hands, un-
without the aid of particular facts.” three centur,ea ha?b of the laboring der the direction of others. Even with 
But now political economists are not so eionan ie^rie.eved somefching iike this socialist workshops, we could not all of 
hold ; they begin to ask, What are the class . caie us sit in the counting house,
real facts of industry ? What has been myseU’a few у ^ ^ the What conclusions can we draw from
the condition of the laborers in past ful У of 0ÿr anceg аЦ this ? They are these : We cannot
Г.’ h,H,r b„d,5d „m W I. -.«.P- bo,..b, « — -
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making the best 
that can anywhere be found. I cannot 
dwell on all the many ways in which 
this can be done, but there is one in 
particular about which I want to say 
something. We ought to have a sye- 

of compulsory elementary educa-

use

tem
tion. The country cannot afford to 
lose the ability that will never be called 

, forth, or that will be turned to evil
LAIIOLETTE & NELSON, Chei
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