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As stated at the outset I re-produce some of the opinions 
of the visitors who have honored the farm with their presence 
during the past season.

I shall give at length that of Professor Tanner, made to the 
f the Institute of Agriculture, England, as follows :Council o 

“ I have now to report upon

A COLONIZATION SCHEME

in which the work is being carried out by a company having the 
command of a large capital. The general scheme is to bring the 
land into cultivation, dividing it into 300 farms, each having a 
comfortable residence with stabling and shedding enough for the 
stock. When this has been accomplished these farms, with the 
stock and implements upon each, will be fairly valued, and the 
men who helped to carry out the improvements will each have 
the offer of his own farm at the valuation price, he paying for 
the same in five or ten annual instalments as may be arranged. 
In the meantime each man receives wages to the rate of £84 a 
year, and he has his house and one acre of garden ground rent 
free. This scheme is being carried out upon the Bell farm, in the 
Qu’Appelle Valley, in the Province of .‘.ssiniboia, under the 
direction of Major Bell, the originator of the system. The size 
of the farm is 64,000 acres, or 100 square miles. There is con
sequently a magnitude about the work which it is very difficult 
to realize, but as we learn what has been done we become better 
prepared to accept the anticipations of the future.

In May of last year this tract of open prairie land was more 
than 200 miles from any railway station. The ploughs com
menced breaking the turf on the 15th of June, and the buildings 

started on the 13th of August. When I visited this farm 
at the commencement of September in this year, no less than 40 
homesteads had been built, over 7,000 acres were under the

were

plough, and of this quantity 3,000 acres had produced excellent 
crops of wheat, yielding an estimated produce of 90,000 bushels 
of very superior corn. A main line of railway was running 
through the centre of the farm, and a town of considerable im
portance has been built near the railway station. If in May, 
1882, any one had said that these results would be secured within 
sixteen months from that dace, very few would have accepted his 
remarks <«s very probable. Proceeding then from what has been 
accomplished, I may now draw attention to what has been 
arranged for, and for these details J have to thank Major Bell, 
who has kindly expressed a doubt whether they will be accepted,


