Child’s '.Death Due

- POOR DOCUMENT

To Carelessness

And Re

ckless Driving

Verdict of Coroner’s Jury in Case of Déath of Vir-
~ gina Garrett— Jury Makes Recommendations

The coroner’s jury which enquired into
the death of Virginia G. Garrett, the
eight-year-old daughter of Fred E. Gar-
rett, who was fatally injured in a car

accident at Renforth on Thursday night

and died soon afterward, decided last

evening that her death was due to being
struck by an automobile, which was |
driven at an'excessive rate of speed and

in a careless manner. 'The coroner, Dr.
0. R. Peters, convened the jury and held
the inquest in the Renforth Outing As-

sociation club house and eleven witnesses |

were examined of whom four were
among. those in the car at the time of the
accident. The evidence given by W. E.

Gunter, owner of the car which struck

the girl and that of Fred H. Trifts, who
was driving towards thecity at the time
and whose lights were said to have blind-
ed Harold Beverly, was slightly contra-

dictory as regards the distance which a

car takes to pull up when the gasoline
is shut off and the hand brake applied.

The former said that his car would

take from seven to eight hundred feet

to pull up and the latter said that he
could pull up his car with the hand brake
in about three lengths or about thirty or

forty feet. 'The jury also brought in

several recommendations, one limiting
the speed of cars on the Rothesay road
and the other advising that a policeman,

on a motor cycle should patrol the road.

Dr. J. B. M. Baxter appeared for Har-
old Beverly and Kenneth MacRae ap-
peared for Mr. Garrett.

The Verdict.

The verdict of the jury was as fol-
lows:

We, the jury empanneled to en-
guiu into the death of Virginia G.
arrett, on the night of Thursday,
April 29, after carefully considering
the evidence, do figd that she came
to her death as the result of being
struck by an automobile which was
being driven at an excessive rate of
;E‘eed and in a careless manner by
rold Beverly, who was occompan-
ied by Ernest J. Wilkinson, Charles
E. Ross, John Kennedy, Max Dean
and Alfan Currie. And, we do also
trecommend that the speed of motor
vehicles on the Tarvia road between
the one mile house (so called), and
Rothesazv post office, be limited to
twenty-five miles per hour slowing
down to twelve miles per hour when
passing through a village, and thick-
Iy populated parts of the road, and
that it be necessary for all cars to use
prism or colored lenses instead of
dimmers.

And we also recommend: that all
culverts and dangerous parts of the
road shall be fenced, the fences to be
painted white and that a motor-
cycle police patrol be provided to
prevent exceeding the speed limit.

gnea,

Harold E. Ellis (foreman), Alex-
ander Fowler, Arthur Kennedy, W.
E. Flewelling, John Mclntyre, B. L.
Fairweather and J. H. Ferguson.

The Evidence.

The first witness was Miss Ada Fin-
lay. She said that with the three chil-
dren, she was walking down the road
when she saw the light of the car com-
ing from town and $he also noticed a
team and an automobile .coming from
the direction of Rothesay. She and the
children crossed the road and went
to Colby's store. The automobile from
the direction of the city first put out the
right hand light and. then the left hand
one and then both and she was not sure
but they might have been put on again.
She placed Margaret, one of the little
girls, with her back to the door and she
said to the children, “We will stand here

. until the car goes by.” The next thing she
heard was a whir and then she found
one of the girls (Margaret) at her feet
and then one of the boys in the car,
Charles Ross, came over and asked if
anything wds wrong. She thought he
was under the influence of liquor. Mr.
Garrett then came down the road and
she told him to go inside and see what
was wrong. She did not see Virginia
in the ditch, but Mr. Colby picked up

\

Margaret and carried her into the store,

and Virginia was found in the culvert.
When questioned by a juryman she

said that the car seemed to be acting
peculiarly, especially the lightg. The car

from Rothesay stopped in front of the
store and she recognized Mr. Trifts as
the driver.

Photographs of the scene were shown

and the spot wherc the accident had
taken place was pointed out to the
| jurors by the witness.

Was in the Car. .

Charles Ross was then called and hé
said that he was in the car which be-
longed to W. E. Gunter and there were
five others in it. He was in the front
seat. He could drive a car and knew a
litle about an Overland. He had
changed seats at Brookville with Bev-
erly and had also changed taking the
wheel from Dean. He was not under
the influence of liquor and had had noth-
ing to drink at all. He did not think
that the car was travelling more than
twenty miles an hour. He saw the
lights of the other car which were on
full and they had not been dimmed.
Their own lights were dimmed. After
the accident the car was just about in
front of the store. He thought that the
rear end of the car had hit the building.
He was not sure whether there was a
spot light on the other car and he did
not see the children. He had not had
any liquor.

Dr. Baxter asked.if he had -been
around the store the next day and if
he had noticed whether the door was
in the same position, but he said he did
not know.

Continuing witness said he thought
his car was going about twenty te
twenty-five miles an hour at the time.
Dean, Beverly and he had taken the
car and picked the others up at the head
of King street.

In answer to Mr. MacRae, he said
that Beverly had suggested taking the
car.

The Automobile.

Harold Beverly said that he had not
suggested taking the car, someone of
them had suggested it but he could not
say which. He recognized Gunter’s car
and decided to take it. He had driven
a car for years. He thought that they
were coming along as far as Brookville
at upwards of forty miles an hour but
he had not driven it more than twenty-
five miles an hour. He had not been
drinking and be seldom took a drink
and it was the first time he had ever
figured in a stolen car escapade. He
said that®there were three big lights on
the car coming from Rothesay, one of
which was a spotlight. He saw the
children and blew his horn several times
and dimmed his lights as soon as he
saw the children but the lights of the
other car were so powerful that they
blinded him. He thought the rear of
the car hit the building and the impact
threw the car around  hitting the
children. When asked why he did not
stop, he said that he could not because
he was blinded., He had asked the
other driver to léave his car in the posi-
tion in front of the store but he would
not. He had put on the foot brake and
shut off the gasoline when nearing the
other car and the brake had acted well.
When asked by one of the jurors if a
car should not stop in the _distance
measured, (200 yards), he said that he
thought it should, but he could not say
how far the car had gone after he had
applied the brake. After returning to
the city he went to the theatre and
told Mr. Gunter what had happened.

John Kennedy, also said that he had

rative evidence, but he could not re-
member saying anything about the
speed of the car and he said that he
knew nothing about cars and could not
judge the speed of them. He did not
remember anything after they hit the
store as he was stunned.

A Bright Light

Jack Wilkinson, said he knew nothing
about the car. He had not been drink-
ing and had not had a drink since he
left England. The light had dazed him
also. His other evidence corroborated
that given by the others.

Detective Biddiscombe was called and
he said that in consequence of a tele-
phone message he had gone to the Gen-
eral Public Hospital and found Currie
there, who was apparently perfectly
sober. He then went around to the
homes of Beverly and Ross and brought
them to the police station. Wilkinson
and Kennedy had given themselves up.
He had known Dean before and there
had been some trouble with him but
there had never been any trouble with
the others. Questioned, he said that he
did not believe anyone of the five had
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not been drinking and he gave corrobo- |~

a drink and that they certainly were
well able to take care of themselves.

Detective Donahue gave corroborative |

evidence.
The Automobile Owner.

William E..Gunter said that he had
his car overhauled only two weeks ago
and it was in perfect running order.
He did not think his car would stop,
when going at twenty miles an boun
by merely applying the hand brake in
200 yards, but thought.it would take
about seven or eight hundred feet. It
was not a high speed car and to get
thirty-eight miles an hour they would
have to put on the accelerator. Beverly
had been the first person to tell him
of the accident.

Fred H. Trifts said that he was re-
turning to the city from Rothesay in
his large M%cLaughlan car. He had a
spotlight on his car, and his headlights
were bright, but he had dimmed them
when he saw the other car. When asked
he said that the other car looked as if
it might be going from fifteen to twen-
ty miles an hour and he thought the
car was being driven recklessly. He
had noticed the dimmers being put on
and off and this might happen with a
man who was not sure of the switches.
A car going anything more than fifteen
miles an hour, he did not think was un-
der perfect control. When questioned
by Dr. Baxter he said that there was
about four and a half or five feet be-
tween his ¢ar and the other when they
passed, and he was well over to his side
of the road, but Dr. Baxter said that
he could not have been and had that
much space between them. The only
thing to do when one got the full glare
of other lights was to stop.

H. Williston Dalton told of taking
the car number and measuring the dis-
tance, 202 feet, from where the car left
the macadam to the store. The tread
of the tire was in a straight line, He
had also examined the car afterwards.
He had only been close.to one of the
occupants but he certainly had not
been drinking. i

B. A. Dennison, told of pickinig up
the little girl after she had been struck,
saying that he was assisted by another
man. He thought that Trifts’ car had
been on his own side of the road.

The coroner charged the jury saying
that it was a very vital and important
question and that they had many reck-
less drivers along that road because it
was so good, and that the children had
as much right to the road as the cars,
and especially the joy-riders.

WOLFVILLE ENJOYS
A BUILDING BOOM

Wolfville, April 80—Building opera-
tions promise to be very brisk in Wolf-
ville this summer, and houses are al-
ready under way. Work has been com-
menced on residences for George Munro,
of the Bank of Montreal, and Dr. Elliott.
A. G. Cowie has purchased a lot on the
Randal property and will begin the erec-
tion of a house immediately. The col-
lege gymnasium on the campus, a fine
stone building which will cost $120,000,
is rapidly progressing. Real estate in
the town is in keen demand and prices
;Evc at least doubled in the last two

ars. Wolfville apparently promises to
become the favorite residential town of
the province.

Acadia College and its kindred insti-
tutions will soon close by all odds the
most prosperous year in their history.
The total attendance at the university,
academy and seminary now comsiderably
exceeds 800. The college itself has now
850 students and this number will be|
largely increased next autumn. The uni-
versity now possesses a large and well
equipped girls’ residence, common din-
ing hall, where the “boys and girls” sit
down together, a thoroughly up-to-date
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Color! Color! Color!

The world is clamoring for color to drive away
the darkness and sorrow of the past five years.

Fashion arfswers the call with the gayest :
Iabrics of every hue and shade.

BELDINGS Spool Silks furnish the thread
An honest Silk, skilfully made, guaranteed by
jts own name and its long record of artistic
and economic service to the women of Canada.
BELDINGS Spool Silk is pure silk. ,

A spool to match all the latest shades and colors.
All the best stores in Canada sell BELDINGS.
o
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ROBBED OF $1,500 IN GEMS, :ob proceed t:up thed basement and Whi:;
ere was stopped by two men wi

(Montreal Star.) loaded revolvers who f}(’)rced him to hold
Jacom Schneider, of 492 Clarke street,'up his hands while they took from him
s held up and robbed of $1,500 worth the gems which he was carrying upon
diamonds in a Chinese restaurant in his person for safe keeping. The thieves
made a clear getaway and no arrects
have yet been made, j

'boarding out, and the academy, which
has so greatly flourished under Rev. Dr.
ings are of brick or stone. The gymna- Archibald, is completely filled up. Of
sium. it is exvected, will be ready for Dr. Cutten’s splendid work for the col-
use in the fall. The girls’ seminary, |lege it is needless here to speak in detail. | wa
uuder the management of Rev. Dr. De- i And it is just a beginning. In what- lof
\Yolfe, is crammed to its utmost capa- |ever direction you look a bright future | Lagauchetiere street at noon today. |
city, and has now a number of girls|seems to await Acadia. The victim had left the dining room |

library, science building, men’s residence
and technical school. All these build-
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" An English Custom

Becoming Quite Common in Canada

Every country has its national customs
and habits.

For instance, England has the custom
of serving afternoon tea.

English homes, stores, offices, factories,
work shops, hotels and tea rooms serve
afternoon tea. It is part of the national life
of England. _ r

Qur soldiers poked fun at it, but were
not long in acquiring the habit.

‘ . And they are not giving it up now that
~ they are back home.

To-day this English custom is quite
common in Canadian homes.

It is spreading. New tea rooms are
opening all over Canada. Hotels are mak-
ing a specialty of afternoon tea. The habit
is invading offices, stores'and work
shops.

A few minutes rest in the afternoon
with a cup of good tea is a wonderful reviver,
giving new zest to the busy business man,
stenographer, clerk and worker.

Afternoon tea is a good business prop-

osition. ,
They are influencing a more general ‘Easily and quickly made. Very inex-
adoptiun of afterncon tea in Canada. pensive.

T. H. ESTABROOKS COMPANY, LIMITED

" &t. John, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Calgary, Edmonton,
St. John’s, Nfld., and Portland, Maine.

Mountain grown Orange Pekoes from the
best plantations. A tea of extra quality at
a little extra price.

' .

Our well known Red Rose package, the
sale of which is increasing faster than ever

before. Red Rose consists chiefly of Assam
teas, the richest and strongest in the world
and therefore very economical.
(The Red Rose Orange Pekoe package
is a little different in design)

Red Rose Crushed Coffee Pleases Particular People




