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flashier things give theirs, but one whei« that trouble is not throiaway, as it is in some cases, because it has saved its readers trouble
the same proportion and has given them in abundance what they oug
to want."—Professor Georgk Saintsbury in the Bociman.

K. rA''°fS*«'' William Makepeace Thackeray: a Biography,' is tl
best life ofThackeray extant It is not an essay in criticism7but a straigl
fonrard narrative of the novelist's life. The facts are clearly suted ai
lucidly arranged, and we get a plain view of the jumble of episod(

T^ ?^1v"» "^«*'*^ higgle-piggledy hotchpotch of Thackeray's han(
to-mouth life."—Mr. James Douglas in the Star.

"The documents are well handled, and Mr. MelviUe finds it nece
sary to interpolate relatively little of his own. He does not stanbetween us and the hfe-model. He performs the part rather ofa telephone
exchange operator, turning on the right voice at the right momen
This IS done with admirable skill, and we seem almost to catch uo
veritable voice from the past-that of Thackeray telling his own fif,
story,"

—

Cuaratan.

" Mr. Lewis Melville's highest qualification as a biographer is thahe never intrudes between his hero and his reader, and wherever possibl
aJlows his hero to speak for himself and explain himself in his owiiword!One of the great charms of Thackeray's life and character is its transparency—that it needs so little explanation. But then how easily thiCharm might have been ternished by a consequential meddlesome
narrator I Mr. Melville feels and presehres h.''-J^ancAesUr Guardicm.

"Le succfes qu' obtient une nouvelle, minutieuse et tris remarquablj
biographie du cilhbn romancier est done aussi legitime que compr^
hensible

;
on pent et on doit se rdjouir du retentissement qu' obtient ei

«J2?'"I"V'"*=*'[':°*
ouvrage de M. Melville, d6st Ik vraiment unmodule de biographie, sagace, savant, et agr^ble 4 la fois, «Jcrite avec

talent, compos^e avec soin et oii toutes les donnas precises concemant
I existence du maitre et la production de son oeuvre se trouvent au grandcomplet."-M. Stanislas Rzewuski in the Si^cU.

"Mr. Melville's biography is informed by a thorough knowledge ofThackerayana and TTiackerayan literature which probably no other livinir
writer possesses. The author is an expert in Thackeray, and he hasworked out the evolution of a great literary genius with a penetratingjudgment and a profoundly sympathetic touch. For the bibliography
alone, which fills half the second volume, all students of the Victorian
ht-rature must be grateful The memoir is written in the best of
taste, the manner is interesting and easy, and the criticism unobtrusive
but illuminating."—Mr. Sidney Low in the Standard.

"The text of the work brings into its well-digested narrative a ereatnumber of points which, without changing the older portrait in any
noticeable way, substantially enrich it, and confirm the book's reputation
as the best that a scholar could consult who wished to be informed of
the facts of "Hiackeray's career and the essentials of his character, as
distinguished from the impressions made upon observers less studious or
less fully informed. The many admirable illustrations with which the
volumes are furnished are rich in personal and topographical interest,
and the work as a whole is one which will be prized by every lover of
literature both as an invaluable storehouse of fects and as a biomaphy not
unworthy of Its subject."—.iVo/f>«a«.
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