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continuing It, we will permit the free ad-
mission, under any regulations that may be
made by the Customs Department, of ma-
chinery of every kind Imported for the pur-

pose of eoulpplng a beet-root sugar factory

Into the Dominion. We thin", If the In-

dustry Is to be put on a basis of business.

If the Industry la as promising a one for

the Dominion as It Is said to be, with thu

bounty which Is allowed by the legislature

of Ontario, and with this valuable conces-
sion, for it is a valuable concession. In re-

spect to the luachlnery, an opportunity will

be allowed for giving that business a fair

trial in the province of Ontario. Such, how-
ever, is our hope, iind I have no doubt my
hon. friend the Mlnisiter of Agriculture (Mr.

Fisher) will be able to lend the assistance

of his department. I am told that one of

the greatest dittlcultlcs that they have to

contend with In thi.s business. Is. in the
cultivation of a beet of the proper strength

and of the proper iinallty. That is a ni.-iit-er

coming particularly within the authority of

the hon. Minister of Agriculture, and I have
no doubt that he will be glad to lend the
assistance of his department In the way of

Instruction. Information, lectures, circulars

and literature, or In any direction that tends

to Improve the cultivation of the beet.

Now. a markcu cliaracterlstic of the pres-

ent session has been short speeches and I

desire to have the budget speech respond
to the general feeling In that respect.

After all, the only (piestfon of real

Importance In the budget speech, out-

side of the general Information It con-

tains and which may be Interesting, the
thing that always Interests people in the
budget si)eech Is the question of tariff

changes, and as we have no tariff changes
to announce, there Is no reason why I

should occupy the time of the House with
an extended speech. The tariff policy we
have to offer to-day Is the tariff policy which
we adopted In 1S97 and which we have con-

tinued up to the present time. It Is a tariff

policy based upon the necessities of our rev-

enue, a revenue tariff, which Incidentally

affords a very considerable degree of encour-

agement to those engaged In Canadian in-

di'>itries. and havlug as its leadinir principle

(he principle of the British preferential

til riff.

PREFERENTIAL TARIFF.

I am afraid that on that question we are

as wide as ever from our hon. friends oppo-
site. Perhaps it is not easy for me to de-

termine how wide the difference Is between
us. In view of some of the conflicting state-

ments hon. gentlemen have made from time
to time, but I suppose I shall not be wrong
if I say that the ground taken by hon. gen-

tlemen opposite Is. that while they are In

favour of the principle of a British prefer-

ential tariff, they are opposed to what they
call a one-sided •preference.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. Hear,

hear ; I am glad to rec-clve these hear, hears,

because they show that I have correctly de-

scribed, as I desire to do, the attitude of

hon. gentlemen opposite. They s;iy that

they are opposed to a one-sided preference

and they say our preference is a one-sided

one.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. Hear,

hear ; and again I am glad to have It.

Surely If a one-sided preference Is bad, anil

if our prffirence Is a one-sided one, there

is only one thing for hon. gentlemen to do,

and that is to bring down a resolution to

repeal the British preferential tariff.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. I an;

bound to believe that they will do so, ami i:

so. of* course we will have at once the issii'

joined lietween us. We can respect the;;

view altliough we differ from it. But, w-

will know exactly where we stand and ui

will know whore they stand. They hav
held that we did wrong in granting a prefer

ence to the goods of (U-cat Britain without

demanding a preference for Canada in ti;

markets of Great Britain.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. Agu.:

those comforting hear, hears, which sho-

that I am correctly irivlu" the views of ui'

hon. friends. They have been pleased r

try to persuade themselves and try to per

suade the public that the preference lu t:
•


