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arrived at a point far below Memphis. The * Peytona'

will require only a brief introduction. She wtw clean

and well arranged, having the usual characteristics of

first-class river boj'ts—the pilot-house in a command-
ing situation, the active coloured waiters, and troops

of brawny deck-hands. These last were, on this

vessel, black and .vhite -iien in about equal propor-

tion
;

wliilst of the mate, who superintended their

labour, I must in justice say, that he spoke gently

to his subordinates, and carefully avoided statements
upon oatli.

It was a winder day, with fierce ripples upon the

river, and clouds of dust tlying over the sandbanks
that we passed. There were snags occasionally to be
s- 11 above water—dreary wooded islands which had
been submerged at the last overflow, and trunks of

great trees that lay as dead giants along the shore.

It was the Mississippi again, only with better sound-
ings than I had remarked above Memphis : in fact,

they seldom hove the lead j when they did, they had
two or three fathoms to report. W'e bargained for

fuel with a man who would not come to terms. He
asked five dollars a cord; and so the ste; mer, which
had rounded to in full expectation of doing business,

was backed oft' and slipped away before the grasping

wood-cutter could change his mind. If " he could
do without us," as he had said, we could do without

Imu
; and tlie passengers, who always sympathize

with their ship, were indignant at such a display


