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ol' liuiniui progress. Our own literal uro stands apart from both, and yei is connected with

both. It also owes much lo the Celts, though our language owes little. * Nor, in this

resumt', are the languages and literatures of the Gael and the Cyrary ixnworthy, if circum-

stances permitted, of more than passing mention. And then, there is the Slavonic grouji,

fast assuming prominence. A iiussian writer has ])een honoured by Oxford's ]),('.L,t The

poets if Bohemia have a place beside those of Italy, Franco and England, and the intel-

lectual movement of the whole Slavonic race, seems to be assured of a glorious future,

which, for some portions (>f it, may be a near one.

Conclusion,

To snm up, what do w^e gather from our siirvey of the earth's languages is to the

contributions of the dilferent races to human progress ? AVe find that of th(> large hetero-

geneous group to which has been given th(^ name of Allophylian, only the Chinese and

tho.se akin to it have made any ajipreciablo contribution to civilization. Judged by the

numbi?r.s of those who us(^ it and its kindred dialects, the conquest of the Chinese tongue

is far in excess of that of the Soniitic and Aryan languages, taken together. Judged by its

literary outcome, and the inlluen ;e which it has exercised on mankind, its place among the

agents of human progress is an honourable one. But, when we look for the force which

has penetrated and translbrmed tlie millions of China and the surrounding nations, it is to

an Aryan, one of that Indo-]']uropean stock to which we pride ourselves on belonging, that

we iind them indebted, ij: Still there must have ixen some previous fitness in the soil or

the seed of truth, which Buddlrism in its purity certainly contains, would not have taken

root, and broua-ht forth such abundant fruit. Even before its introduction, the Chinese

had a native civilization, comi)arable, at least, with thai of ancient I'jgypt or Babylonia,

and, as has already been sliown. there is reason to believe that some of its benefits may, at

a remote period, have been imparted to the nations of the west. Its adaptability to Chinese

needs has been proved by its permanence, " Had the (^hinese," * * says Dr, Earrar,

never existed, "the life of man would have been the life of the savage, withoiit govern-

ment, without inventions, without literature, without art, absorbed in procuring the

means to satisfy his daily wants."

On the interesting question whether the native American civilization would have

gone on fructil'ying and sin-cadinii', until this continent had l)een placed on a par in intel-

lectual and moral ad\'ancement, sci(mc(\ literature, art, commerce and industry, with some

of the nations of Europe, it is useless to dwell. But we cannot help thinking with regiet

* " 111 tlio fu.sion of tlio two i'a<'o-s," says Mr. Morloy, '• * •" '
tlic ;.:ift of fiouiii.s \va.s flio coiiti-Miutioii of tli((

Celt." Aixain lui say.s: "Tlio pure Gaul—now ropresontcil liy tin Irish and Scotch Colts— was, at his licst, an

arti)<t. Ho liail a soii.sci of Jitoraturo, h(i hail activo and hold inia^dnation, joy in hi-i^dit colour, sli ill in music,

touches of a koon sonso (if honour in niiLSt savairo times, and i'l religion tervcnt and self-sacrilicing Z(^al, In tlio

C'yinry—now reprcsonted liy lliiM 'elts ol' \VaI<'S— ther(> was the. saii»'. artisi nature." (.1 l-'lrnt St,lcl( iij I'JujU.^h

LiliniUip', lip. S-'.),)

t Ivan Tour.L'Uonoir, whose death adds another to the many losses that lite:ature, science and art have recently .

RlL^tained.

+ Of course, if the elliirt in which some persons have oi!>ra'_'ed to trace lUiddha to a Scythian orif;in proV(Ml

(successful, we should have to modify our racial diiitriliution of credit for wlialover hooiiE that fifoat proachor of

morality conforrod on mankind. (Soo Tkr Iiuli'in hJiajiirr, of Iluntor, chap. V'll.)


