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862 THINGS AS THEY ARE IN AMERICA.

high anticipations have i.een entertained ! In Canada
—free from the taint and the contentions consequent
on slavery, and enjoying a high degree of liberty—

I

found it to be a common beHef, that the union of the
States could not possibly long hold together; and that
the North, in the event of a rupture, would sue for a
federation with the British American provinces, as a
natural ally. That these provinces—united, populous
and prosperous—wiU, some day, attain the dignity of
an mdependent nation, few can doubt; but it is
evident, that annexation to the States in present cir-
cumstances would be neither agreeable nor expedient
and will not be thought of.*

'

While lamenting the unsatisfactory condition, present
and prospective, of the coloured population, it is
gratifying to consider the energetic measures that
have been adopted by the African Colonisation
Society to transplant, with their own consent, free
negroes from America to Liberia. Viewing these
endeavours as at aU events a means of encouraging
emancipation, checking the slave-trade, and at the

* On this point, I may be permitted to draw attention to the following
emphatic passages in a speech in the House of Assembly of Nova Scotia
dehvered in May last by the Hon. Joseph Howe, provincial secretary:-!
Sir, I believe annexation would be unwise for other reasons. I beUeve the

United States are large enough already. In a few years, the population of
that country must reach 100,000,000 ; they have as much work to do now
as they can do well; and I believe before many years, 'f their union is pre-
served, they will have more work to do than any legislature can despatch
after their modes in 365 days. . . . There is another question which must
be settled before you, or I, sir, or any Nova Scotian, will be a party to
annexation. Sir, I believe the question of slavery must be settled sooner or
later by bloodshed. I do not believe it can ever be settled in any other way.
That question shadows the institutions, and poisons the springs of public and
social life among our neighbours. It saps all principles, overrides all obli-
gations. Wliy, sir, I did believe, until very lately, that no constable, armed
mth a law which violated the law of God, could capture a slave in any of
the northern states; but the Fugitive Slave Law has been enforced even in
Punta^n New England, where tea could not be sold or stamps collectoa,'


