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f5ponHil(ili(,y, excopt I hit wliirh proceeds from n

Just, (iosiro to lio noriHtilutionnlly nnswcralilo to

iiis M.ijnsty, in case I slioiild neglect the inte-

rests of his sntijeols in tliis I'rfivinco.

Willi these penliincnis I Irnnsmit to the Ilonse

of AssioMjljly llicilooiinionls they iiave reqiicsieil,

fooling confident liiat I cnn fjivo them no surer

proof of my dosiro to preserve Ihcir privilopes

inviolate, Ihm hy jirovinfr to them thai 1 am

equally detcrmineil to maintain the rijfhtH and

prerogatives of the Crown, one of tho most pro.

miuent of which is, that wliicli I have just

assumed, of naming Ihosn Councillors in whom
I conscientiously lioiievo I can (tonfit'o.

For their acts I deliberately declare myself to

be responsible, but they arc not responsible for

mine, and cannot be, because being sworn to

silence, they are deprived by this fact, as well as

by the Constitution, of all power to defend

.themselves.

Executive Councii. Ciiamrrr at Toronto,

Friday, 4th March 183G.

To His E:rcdhHcy Bin Fit\Nti3 Hond Heap,

K. C. JT., iVe. iVc. tVc.

I
Mav it please Your Excei.lkncv ;

Tho Executive Council, impressed with

he oath they have taken to discliarirc the

lUilies necessarily resulting from their appoiiit-

nent *' to advise tiie Kin^j; and his Represen-

J'ative in the Government of tiiis Province,"

In the terms of the Constitutional Act, " upon

Ijhe affairs of the Province," deem it iiicnnibent

ijipon them most respectfully to submit tlic fol-

pwing representation :

—

Tlie Executive Council recognize tho truth

fS the opinion expressed by Loru Glenelg,
pat •' the present is an era of more diflicuily

Ind importance than any whicli lias hitherto

fccurred in the history of this part of IIis

Majesty's dominions." This unhappy condi-

ion they ascribe, in a very great degree, to

?e hitherto unconstitutional abridgment of the

ities of the Executive Council. It appears

I the proceedings of the House of Assem-
ly, and from the reiteration of established

pinion in the country, that neither will public

Icpectation be satisfied, nor contentment be

[Stored, until the system of Local Govern-

jnt is altered and conducted according to

[e true spirit and meaning of the Constilu-

jnal Act. The delay of this just and indis-

Ifneable course has already excited jn the

3atmase of the people, a lamentable jealousy

and distrust, and iias also inducrd the discus-

nion of constitutional chnnges, the desire for

wlilch, unless speedily arrested, hy nffording

tho unrestricted operation of the JJlst George*
'*{, chapter HI, will not only become more
fixed, but rapidly increase to a greater and
irrotricvahlo extent.

The policy and measures which have led to

the present condition, seldom passed under
the review of the Hxecutive Council, or were
siiinnitted lor their advice. Nevertliolet;s, its

moiubers have been undeservedly subjected to

the heaviest, re[>roach throughout, the country,

from 11 prevalent belief that they have been
called upon to fulfil the duty imposed upon
tlieni by the Constitution, as ndvi.sers upon
public affairs. Hut amidst the obloquy Ihng

tiirown upon them, they have studiously

avoided any attempt at exculpation, by dis-

avowing, in their defei ce, any participation

in the conduct of tho affairs which they were
erroneously supposed to have approved. Tlie

conscfpicnce of this silent endurance of poll-

tical odium, has been tluj perpeiuation of the

misbelief that the p^xeiMitivc Council are con-
vnrsuiit with the nllair.s of the Province, upon
which they are appointed to advise : and al-

though an opposite practice has gencally
prevailed between former Lieutenant Cover-
nors and their Council, yet it has ever been
notoriously contrary to the state of tilings

presumed hy the coninuinity to exist.

Public opinion respecting the Executive
Council and their duties, has been founded
upon the terms of the 3lst George 3, chapter
31, to which Statute the people used to ex-
press a firm attachment, an attachment which
the Council believe never would have been
impaired had the Constitution been adminis-
tered either according to its letter or its spirit.

In several clauses of 3Lst George 8, cliap.

81, the Executive Council is mentioned in

general terms. In the 84lh clause the terms
are " together with such Executive Council as

shall be appointed by His Majesty for the

affairs of such Province," and not as it would
otherwise have been expressed, "together
with such Executive council as shall be ap-
pointed by His Majesty for that purpose."
In tlie 38th clause the terms are " with tho

advice of such Executive Council as shalljiavo

been appointed by His Majesty, his heirs, or
successors, within such Province for the affairs

thereof," and not, as it would otherwise have
boon expressed, "with the advice of such
Executive council as shall have been appoint-
ed by His Majesty, his heirs, or successors,
within the Province for that purpose."
The same may he said of similar trrms tjscd

in the latter part of the seventh clause.
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