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It cannot be expected, nor even allowed, that I

should attempt any thing like a history of the pro-

gress of the settlements on our continent in this brief

introduction. Nothing more, therefore, is intended

than such a cursory glance at things as is necessary
to show the state of the country at the time Method-
ism was planted on these shores. A few general

remarks, therefore, on the progress of the settlements

and the general state of society only can be expected.

It seems from the history of these times that, about
the year 1686, attempts were made by the governor
of New-York to reduce all the colonies under his

sway, and thus to introduce a despotism into the new,
as hateful to its free-born inhabitants as was the

tyranny from which they had fled in the old world

;

but the happy revolution which was effected in Eng-
land in 1688, by the crowning of William prince of

Orange, king of Great Britain, was soon felt throughout

the American colonies ; and acting under the influence

of this general pulsation • of liberty, they resisted the

tyranny of Andros and his party, proclaimed William
and Mary, their Protestant sovereigns, and ceased
not their efforts until they fully regained their char-

tered rights. Thus the spirit of liberty, which emi-
grated with the pilgrims and their compatriots, rose

victorious over all opposition, and prepared for itself

a habitation in these western wilds. At this memo-
rable era. Providence had so ordered matters that the

coiOniGs nitnerlo claiuted by suvura) European powers
were all united under the jurisdiction of Great Britain


