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The city has for many seasons been a favorite resort for touristsand appears to be growing steadily in popularity. The country fo;some nUles about the city supports a scattered farming popu^^tion anj

larly good farming country, being better adapted to fruit culture! Hereevery variety o fruit grown in a tempera - clin.ate attains peculiar

the ita^'fut"".^""
"'*"" ''°""''' ''' '^^^'""^ '' '^'-^^^"^ indus't" ii;

. rw'^^J^K^^-"~'^,'!.''''''^u ^ ^'"''" *'''"' ''* "^« northern corner of theharbor of Esquimalt. The nucleus of it are some British Government

V. i i?n r''"'''V"^,"* " "^^'"' '^"^P**='*' ^» ^^^««"«1 ^"'i «ther dock-yaid buildings. In the immediate -icinity of these the town has arisenthere are two churches, a public school, two hotels or inns! and anumber of residences and business buildings. In the territorial divisionof Esquimau tnere are several farming settlements and one oj twomaiuuactories, including a boot and shoe manufactory and a saw-millEsquimal is only three and a half miles from Victoria by land, and is

seAice
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''^' ''" ^^celle.c macadamized road and an electric car

NANA l^l(.. -Situated on rising ground and overlooking a line harbouron the eist coast of Vancouver Island, is the thriving dty of Na^iaiZwith a popu ation of about 5,000, and ranking next to Victoria in m^
r: r? /'"'"'''"':'".?'""' '''^"" >*« ^--""g interest and sWppgbusiness for support. Nanaimo Harbour is connected by a deep channel

CO l'7Y'"r, '^'''''- ''''''' '''' ''"'''''' ''^'' fi"^» ^'^'^ anchorage Van!couxei Island bituminous coal is now acknowledged to be superior forall piactical purposes to any coal on the Pacific Coast. Four compa-nies operate mines in the vicinity of Nanaimo. I arge quantities are sentto San Irancisco, to the Hawaiian Islands and China, being shippedirom either Nanai.no or Departure Bay. Nanaimo is also the coaUngstation or the British squadron in the Pacific. A large number of menfind employment in the mines and about the docks, and the town forts size IS well supplied with the requirements af a growing populationIt has churches, schools, hotels, water works, telephone. Snd such^idustries as a tannery, boot and shoe manufactory, saw-.nill. shipyard
etc., and weekly and semi-weekly newspapers. Much of the land isexcellent for agricultural purposes. There is a week-day train servicebetween Nanaimo and Victoria, and connection-
couver.

These three places. Victoria, Nanaimo and
south-eastern corner of Vancouver Island, are t..e principal centres

ner anTar'"'' 'TT""'''"' "" ^'^^ •^'^^"^' •"^>"»>' '" ^^e south cor:

sno'kPn nf ^"V'^^^
distances from the three principal places alreadyspoken of. Such is Cowichan. a settlement on the east coast aboutmidway between Victoria and Nanaimo. where the quality of the soipermits farming to be carried on to son>e advantage. Saankh anothe

?ornoV:i'irtht"'-*!:r\*'"Tr"*'^-"'*^*'-
^^^'^ ^-y^ c^eZii^',bomenos, all in the neighborhood of Cowichan; Comox, some sixty milesnorth of Nanaim,,. in the vicinity of which kre son.^ of the principal

gria?T;efo;:d!' ' ^'""^ '"^'""^ ''''''''"''' «^ Esquimalt.LebS

THE SOIL OF VANCOUVER ISLAND.

..r. Ti'f ^°J* °! Vancouver Island varies considerably. In some parts
;'? ^Pf'*^,?^ '^'=*>'' ^^"^ and gravel, sometimes partially mixed, andfreqiiently with a thick topsoil of vegetable mould of varying dep h. Mother places towards the north of the island on the eastern shore are
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