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A C.inimi.ssicin of two was aii]H.iiiii'.l in P«»i i . invcsliK.iti- pr.i I's

discoveries tnaile \<\ liiis Commission v ere astoiusllinK- T!ie

irt o( the Comiiitssioners \vil!i a mil ri'porl ol ihe eviilenee. was

before tlic I,e(,'islature in I'.lll? Tin' I'onnuissioners eomlemned

policy of tlie past tven;\ ve.irs on si'\-er,i| jioint;:

1. The mechaniial proihulion of text! ks in Ontario was in-

fcriar.andthe Departnteii! of l-Mur.ition lia'I been remiss

in ne(,'leelin(,' to snpirvise the inialny of i)aper, llie nietliorl

of bimlinj^, and ih' i^eneral appearanre of the books.

2. The svslein of seleetin^ an aulitor, not neiessarih' the best

(liudihed, to iirepare a ti'.-ad.ook; m naming the puli

lisher and tlie priee, so that the publisher planneil to

make monev rather than itroduit' ;i :40'>d 1 (lok. resulted

in unsatisfactory work

3. Profits were o- cessiw for inleriir 1 k,, anil in the ease of

the I'ublie School Readers alone. Ii\e books, the vhole

set c'.lin;,' ab.it -1(1 ei'nl:; to produce, retailed at .SI :il).

4. The loo.sc inanasjenienl of the Depart meiit enabled the pub-

lishers lo secure renewal of contracts by the acquirement

of copyrights \yhich should have been cor.trollcd by the

Department

."). In the case of the Public School Readers, the parents of chil-

dren, ilurini; the existence of the contract, had paiil

.•5211(1.11(11) more than they ..U!,dil to have been asked to pay.

0. Too many te.xtdiooks are autliorized, and t.'us entailing a

burden on pareilts.

EVIDENCE OF PREVIOUS COMMISSION DESTROYED.

The Commissioners found that the evidence taken by the pre-

vious Text-book Commission had been destroyed, and they were thus

unable to pronounce upon the value of the 'estimony upon which

prices of text-books had been, in past yean,, maintained at the old

in


