
HA'i ri,i': 111' (,)|-ki;\n|o\ iiKirjnTs. :;7

plejjftrUi'-:, llatta' ami DniaiTl's coitipaiiies of the r)tli Lincoln, a U\w

troopers oi' Morrit^'r; jirovinoial drapnons, and the nMiiTiiuif.s of the two

"ompanieH of tlie -llitli m\<\ LlinMi of the York militia on_L,'a!,'('i| iti [ho, morn-

mj/, i.n)l»aV)!y inmili TiDg in all rather more t,lia?i SOO of all rnnlcH

( xrhisive of th(> Iiuliaiis, wlu) certainly iiil not exceed (>ui> hundred.

Ak the enemy's forces appeared to be still considerably more numerous

tiian his own, and tlify were l>usily engaj.nnl in fortifying their jjosition

111 evidf-nt aiitioipiiti.tn of .another direct attndc from below, th'^ lirilisli

commander determined to huve llolcroft's two i^nn:^, supported l)y a

detachment f)!' infant-y, to occupy the v''lla:;<>, and prevent t,he, passage

'>f reinforeementH while, with the remaiielci of his troopH, he moved

around their (lank, isccnding tlm heights in rear of the woods ;dreadv

occupied by the Indians, and foiiued a junction uitli the column advanc-

ing from r'hippriwa, whi.di would increase his numerical strength l.y i oO

ni.^'!. Allliough this manr. uvrc would conned him io make a detour of

nearly three miles before ongaging, \\n would at onct; escape the nnlilad-

ir.g lire of tho batteries at Lewiston, avoid the steep ascent in the i.'xe

of the enemy, render tienr lie'd works useless, and place his men on an

c(pial footing with iliem on the open and level ground above.

The Indians redoubled their activity as the column appi cached, keep-

ing, however, u(dl luuhu- cover, and thoroughly succeeded in balllingany

altompt »() harass its advance. Within an hour 81ieail\! gained the

cleared ground on the. right of the woods occupied by tlnuT), extending

as far as the portage road, when he beiieM Captain b'ichard iJullock

advancing from Chippawa with his own conipnny of the 1 1st, and Cau-

taii' Ivobert Hamilton's and .)..hn liowe's comjianies of th(.^ 2nd liincoln,

strengthened for the oceaaion, like inost of the others, by a num,ber of

volunteers from tiie ranks of the sedentarv militia. Forrmiost anion"

other aged men projierly exempt Irom s(>rviee, whom the emergciicy had

impelled to seize their arms again, was Lieut.-Col. Ivalfe Ohaich, once an

officer in HuUer's rangers, and then the district judge, who had retired

from command ol' tln^ 1st Lincoln l>attalion a few years before, ovvins' to

infirmity.

'J'he combined force, numbering uboiit 930 olliccrs and men, was


