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and how cheaply ihey may he obtained, will fee with roe the

neceflity of new regulations in this particular, as the begin-

ning of an amicable arrangement, tor it has lo»ig been noto-

rious that thefe protections are procured in the moll nefari-

ous manner. Not that the general government of the Uni-
ted' States can always be blamed for the improper condud of
its officers ; but certainly it behoves that government to rem-
edy the evil by a ftritElcr enquiry into the pretenfions of thofc

who demand protedlion, and never to grant them without
the rlearcfl proof that the claimants are native Americans.

—

It this were done as a previous ftep to all arrangements on
the fiibjeCl of fearch, it would evince a dtfire on the fide of
the American government to meet the British halfway, and
that they bad no wish to detain our fcamen, but only to ef-

cape the vexation of a fearch. After taking this preliminary

ftep, they might adopt other regulations, which by fecuring

licr mariners to Great Britain, might induce her to concede
the point in difjMiie. This might be done,

ill. By a navigation a£l ;

2. By fubjedling thofe who employ British feamen to a

heavy penalty, when Great Britain is at war ;

3. By readily giving up I'uch feamen as shall ftill be

difcovered, on proper evidence being given that they arc

British fubje£ls. '-

If a general navigation a6l should be thought difadvanta-

geous to fuch a new country as the United States, as might
be cafily proved, the other modes ftriflly executed would be

fufficient \ and what prevents thefe and fimilar or better reg-

ulations from being adopted, but want of cordiality in the

adminiftration of the United States? Thofe who have read

-'Mr. Munroe's able defence of himfelf for figning the treaty

with Great Britain, will find that an informal arrangement

rcfpeCling the impreilment of feamen, was at the fanio time

concluded, although there was no article refpe6ling it in the

treaty itfelf ; how the American government rejtftcd that ar-

rangement is not eafy to explain—certainly the Britisa min-
iftry made a very liheril concefiion. I am afraid that a want
of fincerity will bfc difcovered on the part of th:: American
government in regard to that treaty, ofwhich neither theirown

ambaffadours nor the British minillry were aware. Tiii-y

feem to have had no dcfire to fettle any thing finally, but to

remain on. the watch, ready to ^ixtort concefTjons from Great

Britain at every favourable moment ; tiiat is, when she ap-

peared unfuccefsful, or hard prcflcd in the conteft in which


