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Albany, and the Indians had ftriick the froft-

tiers, and deftroyed eight or ten thoufand wo-
men and children : that would have been act-

ing in felf-defence to fome purpofe. Is an In-

dian War to be averted by fuch means ? Is a

frontier of 1 200 miles to be conftantly guarded

by a line of troops ? It is not poffible ! The con-

grefs had more fenfe than to attempt it. The
fword of governor Garleton was pointed at

their bofom ; they endeavoured to ruih in and
difarm him. By that expedition, their hope

was, that they fhould protedt their frontiers

againft the inroads of the favages, by taking

pofleffion of the great avenues into their coun-

try ; that they fhould take the ftores alfo which
are neceffary to an Indian war, and thus gain

the friendfiiip of the Indians. Surely thefe were

meafures which arofe from the very idea of felf-

defence ; they were nieafures that pure necef-

fity hari forced upon the congreis: for that

reafon they were not adopted till it was too

late in the feafon ; they were afterwards pur-

fued with that fpecics of ardour which feldom

arifes but in a ftate ot defperation.

It feems to be a matter of no confeouence, in

your Lordfhin's opinion, who was the aggreffor

at the beginning of this difpute, " We are in

" blood ftep'd in {o far, we m*;ft goon"

—

" unlefi we kill them they will kill ^j." You
have not been ufed to reaion thus in cafes of lefs

importance. Suppofe a highwayman (hould

demand your Lordfliip's purfe, and, being

armed, you fhould re^ufe to deliver, is he not

at liberty lo confider whether he has a clear

E right


