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which we ascended a stoe]i hill to the northward and opened about 3 miles of

very nice grass-land, and then coming down again I'olhnved the lake to the

copper-mine, at the foot of which we camped. It is in a bank of about f-'dO

feet high that the copper is found, but we searched fruiu top to bottom without

linding any, though everytlib.g was coluuicd witli it.

'The road along tho nouh -iide of ShH«w«|» I^ake is very rough, the hills

sloping down to tho edge of the lake. After about five hours' riding \\o

reached the river De'font, acnjss which wo had to swim the horses, an under-
taking which the force of the current makes both diflicult and dangerous to

perform, though tho river is only 20 or oO yards wide. The west bank of this

river is about 'JoO feet high, on ascending whic'' there is a grass plain H or (i

miles long, and from that to the liivor do la Caciic is all good grazing-ground,

and indeed 1 might almost say all the way to fho Tavillon. 'J'liero is a small

stream two yards wide between the rivers l)e font and 1 )e la Cache, which is

dignified by tho name of Conteaux IJiver, and here wo loft the 'i'hompson and
turned a littk- northward, the river running away to tho southward.

All th(i Thompson Hiver from the Shuswap is very much like tho Nicola,

but larger and not so i)retty. ^J'he soil near the River do la Cache is very

good, but covered with soda. Tho river is small and shallow, but just above
where it joins the I'onaparte being the best ford in that river makes it a gtiod

place for a revenue station, as the I?onaparto b'iver must be crossed in going

to cither Fountain or I'avillon, except by going round to Lytt;\" where there

is a magistrate.

We crossed tho Pxjiiajtarte River on tho morning of the 19th May, finding

only 3 ft. Oin. of water in the deepest part of tho ford, which was an agreeable

sur|iriso, for wo exi)ccted this to have boon the worst of all tho riv( vs as it was
far the largest we crossed lietween Kandoop and ravilloii, and we had been

told the deepest. Wo skirted along a steo]) hill on the north side of it, down
which one of tho pack-horses fell, though fortunately without injury, and we
then came down again on the river. This hill would be avoidul if the river

were bridged, as the bridge would be thrown across higher up, whore tho trail

enjsses the stream in winter, but the river at this season is too deep for fording

at that part. Tho valley of the lionajiarte is not ([uito so much covered witli

tho nitrate of soda as tho oihor valleys wo passed through ; indeed, neither tho

Houaiiarte or Cliapeau valleys contains so much of it as those of the Thomjison
and Nicola.

^^'e followed tho north bank of the Bonajiartc for about 7 miles till wo met
the (Jha[)eau Hiver, from whence we followed the Chapeau for 12 miles, cross-

ing the river several times. The Ibnajiarte turns northward after its junction

with Chapeau to Lake Loon, in which 1 believe it takes its rise.

'^I'he Chapeau lIi\or is a remarkable one, though only 10 or 12 yards wide,

inasmuch as it and the Thompson make an island of about 25 S(juare miles of

country, in tho same way that the Nicola and '^rhomi)S(tii make one of 40
S(piare mil(\s farther south. After leaving the I'oiiajiarte it turns westward for

about 12 miles, and then turns southward, joining tho Fraser about JH miles

.above Lyttou. Its banks are from 20 to tiO loot high, and tho valley averages

800 yards in width. Here the limestono commences, and from this to Lake
Tavillon there is hardly anything else.

fjoaving the Chapeau we turned north, and through a narrow valley between
perpendicular limestone mountains 4000 to 5000 foot high, and came to a

small lake (Crown), immediately beyond which is Lake ravillon, which is

about n miles long and % of a mile wide. At the north end of this lake there

is a most curious peak like a round tower, called by the Indians Skillo ITia-

lock ; and about a mile farther on is a farm of about 20 acres, on which throe

Americans are at work. 'J'hey had not tried grain when I was there, but said

they thought the_soil good. Four miles more along the north bank of the
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