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boneHt? If a man «hnnlil give thee ni(»ney and till thy cotfer, for that seemeth

a girat thing in tliy ^ight, thou wouldflt term it heuetit, and thinkent thou no

favour that tiod hath hiddeu hd many metals in the earth, spread so many
rivem on the sands, vvhieli Mowing discover ingots of niiiSHy gold, silver, brass,

imn. which he hath hidden everywhere ; that he hath given thee means and

knowledge to find it out by setting marks of his covert riches u|>on the surface

of the earth*" This lauiliible recognition of the providential intentions of Vhm\

in regard to man which is ever observable in Seneca was so acceptable to the

early writers of the Christian churcli that several of them circulated the idea

that Seneca was at heart a Christian,* ami after the fashion <»f th*- day the

notion came at last to be embodied in a series of apocryphal letters which were

8up|M»se4l to have passed between the philosopher and the Apostle I'miJ ; but

although it cannot be made to appear that any communications ever took

place l*etween Seneca ami St. Paul ;—and it would seem that the philoH«>phcr

was i|uite unaware of the " Dayspriiig from on High'' which in his time hml

vi8it«>d the sons of men, inviting them to the study of Divine Truth and

empowering them to live in acconlance therewith,—nevertheless so great \. is

the light vouchsafed to Seneca as a moral thinker and ru-*8oiier, that, iiis

writings ac«|uired everywhere •> •uliar authority. They were carefully

translated into various langtiages, and the n-vnie of Senec;^ became far an'

wide a household woril. And occasi<mally it hap))ened that a father even

cause«l his son to be baptized by the name of Seneca, t 1 have before me now
Thomas Morrell's translation of the " Epistles of Seneca," in two volumes,

quarto, printed in Ijondon by W. \Vo(Mlfall, in the year 1786 ; Sir Hoger

L'Kstranges " Morals of Seneca," translated by him during the days of Charles

11.; also Linlge's translation of the " Works of Seneca," a folio volume printed

by \V:n. Stansby, London, 1014, with engraved title page, showing below, the

figures of Zeno, (.Ihrysippus, Socrates and Cato ; and above, Seneca taking

poison in the Bath, am reconled l)y Tacitus.

('(HOLI.ARY.

I desire to subjoin by way of corollary, as it were, to this discourse on

Lucius .Aniupus Seneca and his famous prophecy, a theory to explain the curi-

ous fact that the word, Seneca, came to be extensively used as a designation

for an important suit-division of our native Indians here in America. We
have all heard of the Seneca Indians, and the name continues to be a familiar

expression amongst us. It may have happened in this wise. We all know

* Here are two extrocts from Seneca with a Pauline rin|; almiit them, (|uoto<l by Dean
Farrar, aloni; with many oUiers, in his " Seekers after tJo<i " (p. 174), " God is near you, is with

you. is within you," siiys Senwii in a letter ro his friend Liicilius. " A sacre<l spirit dwells

within us, the otxterver and guardian of all our evil and our good, there is no t^ood man with-

out (kid "(p. 73). and aifaiii, " l>o you wonder that man jfoes to the (Joils .' (lod conies to

men. X»y, what is yet nearer. He comes into men. No itoo<l mind is wholly without God."

t In the early days t)f Toronto, when still styled York, Mr. Sene<^a Kelchum was a well-

known citizen, remarkable for support X'ven to all philanthropic objects. He was brother of a

more distiniruishe<t character, .Mr. Jesse Keicnuni, some of whose benefa(;tions survive, and are

still aiL-ccptatile l»oons in the Public stihools of the city.


