
"Dr. Waugh-hoo." The young man asks for a receipt. It is! no
sooner written out by JefF F. ers, than:

" 'Now do your duty, officer,' says the Mayor, grinning much
unHke a sick man.

"Mr. Biddle lays his hand on my arm-

" 'You're under arrest, Dr. Waugh-hoo, alias Peters,' says he,

'for practising medicine without authority under the State law.'

" 'Who are you?' I asks.

" 'I'll tell you who he is,' says Mr. Mayor, sitting up in bed.

He's a detective employed by the Stale me«1ical Society. He's

been following you over five counties. He came to me yesterday

and we fixed up this scheme to catch you. I guess >ou won't do
any more doctoring around these parts, Mr. Fakir. What was it

you said I had, Doc?' the Mayor laughs, 'compound—well, it wasn't

softening of the brain, I guess, anyway."

Ingenious, isn't it? One hadn't suspected it. But will the

reader kindly note the conclusion of the story as it follows, handled

with the Jightning rapidity of a conjuring trick.

" 'Come on, officer.' says I, dignified. *I may «'• well make the

best of it.' And then I turns to old Banks and ties my chains.
" 'Mr. Mayor,' says I, 'the time will come soon when you'll believe

that personal magnetism is a success. And you'll be sure that it

succeeded in this case, too.'

"And I guess it did.

"When we got nearly to the gate, I says: 'We might meet some-
body now, Andy. I reckon you better take 'em off, and *

Hey? Why, of course it was Andv Tucker. That was his scheme;

and that's how we got the capital to go into business together."

Now let us set beside this a story of a different type, The Fur-

nished Room, which appears in the volume called The Four Million.

It shows O. Henry at his best as a master of that supreme pathos

that springs, with but little adventitious aid of time or circum-

stance, from the fundamental things of life itself. In the sheer

art of narration there is nothing done by Maupassant that surpasses

The Furnished Room. The story runs,—so far as one dare attempt to

reproduce it without quoting it all word for worH,—after this fashion.


