
THE EARLIER HISTORY OF ITALY.

Italy's jjfloi-ions history hni'dly ikmmIs to
lie (Miiphnsizcd. Aftci- its foiuuhitioii in
7.).'{ !>.('.. the cnpitiil city of Koint' was,
accordiiitjj to Livy jtiid the early clironiclci-s,

ijovcriK'd Tor two liuiidi-cd and rorty-four
years by seven sneeessive kilitifs. U was
tlieii- task to ^'ive the city an ori>:a nidation
and to eon<iuei' theii' nei^id)Oi's.

Tlie i-epuhlie followed and the period of
the republic was one of the most sphMidid
times of Iiomaii history for then tiie state

reached its lii«i'liest i)0wej". hi-in*;in«? under
its (h^minion almost all the known world.
The jx'i'iod of the Emi)ire (29 H.C. to

47() A.I). ) was also a ^reat ei-a of Roman
l)ower. Kai-ly in this pei'iod Christ came,
and while in the lietfinnin^ Rome perse-

cuted the Christians she aftei'wards ae-

eepted the new religion. The official ac-

c(^ptanc(>. however, when the Kmperor
Constantino in I]]:] A.l). ])uhlicly recoo;-

ni/(Ml the Christian faith was miM'ely a

state atH'aii'.

The coi-ruption of pu])lic and private life
-.1- : 1.

w riicii otijjiriated in liie anunvlanee of

money ami of commodities, h'd to the decay
of the eternal citv and to the servitude of
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