
COMMONS

STORES ON INTERNATIONAL BOUND-
ARY LINE.

Rt. Hon. Sir WILFRlID LAURIER
(Prime Minister). May 1 be permitted to
cail attention to an answer I gave on Mon-
daty to a question put by the hon. member
for Hunntingdon (.\r. R. N. Walsh). The
question w-as as follows:

1. Have any representations been made to
the government regarding the stores or build-
inigs placed on the Intercolonial boundary
uine P

2. If se, wliat was the nature of such re-
preseatations P t

3. Does the goverament intend taking any
action in regard to their regulation ?

The answer I gave was

The government have received no repre-
sentations on this subject.

I have since nscertained there was a
typographical error ini the question ;instead
of being the Intercolonial Railway uine, it
should read the International Boundary Line.
I have to iluform the hion. aiieilnber that we
have received f rom Rev. Dr. S. D. Chown,
of Toronto, a Comnmunication o11 the sub-
ject. It aî)iears that stores are built ex-
nctly on the boundary line, otie part in Can-
ada andi one part iii tue United States, and
wben offencos are coinmiitted iii tiiese stores
they are diflicuit to reacb anîd difficuit to
punisb. The question is one of a rather
delicate nature, and could only be effectu-
ally deait w-vith hîy treaty between the two
goî erîînîeuts.

TIE B1UDGET SPEECH.

Hon. GEO. E. FOSTER (North Toronto).
Before the orders of the day are called, I
wonld ask the Finance Miniister whether
hoe is prepared to say if the Budget speech
wlll corne on before or afler the holidays.
Some arrangement miight ho made in re-
gard to it.

Hou. W. S. FIELDING (MNinister of Fin-
ance). Until the concelusion of the debate
on tho address 1 would hardly be prepnred
to nmake any axînouncenient on the subject.

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO RIS EX-
CELLENC-YS SPEECH.

House resumed adjonrned dehate on the
motion of Mr. Hall for an address to His
Excellency the Governor General lu reply
to bis speech at the openinig of the session.

Mr. SAMUEL BARKER (East Hamilton).
Mr. Speaker, I think we sbould be wanting
ia our duty to the people of Canada if we
passed this resolution witlîout further dis-
cussion of that paragraph ln His Excel-
lency's speech from the Throne which re-
lates to the Quebec Bridge disaster and I
propose, before I take mny sent, to move an
amenament on this subject. It is not my inu
tention, Mr. Speaker, to enter into any ques-

Mr. PUGSLEY.

tion of the legal ibility 0f the PhoeiX
Bridge Company or 0f the Quebec Bridge
Conîpany for thils disaster. This is not the
ime or place for such a discussion and,

moreover, we bave not yet ail tlue facts that
a re necessary to hc known ln that regard.
But, Mr. Speaker, I dIo propose to discuss
the accountability 0f ministers for their con-
nection with that great work and for the
disaster wvhich led to sucb loss of life,
w-hich, iii a moment, without warainig, sent
somne ageventy or more men, aIl unprepared,
t0 face their îuiaker, which :ïlso hurled in
lutter destruction to the bottom of the St.
Lawrence. a great national work which had
taken years la production, wbich will take
ye.grs to replace, and npon which have been
spent millions of p)ublic money wbich might
as wcll, or even botter, have been cast into
the son. I say. Sir, that this is a national
work and no one wvill dispute that it bas
been so treated by the goverument. No
inan can question that It was and is a work
in wvhichi the people of Canada were and are
deeply interested. It bas l)een sa treated by
the governiient, and indeed, upon 11o other
basis or consideration could any ministry
have asked parlianient to undertake the ob-
ligations wbich have been undertaken on
belialf of the Quebec Bridge Company.
A fair alupreciation. of the relative inipor-
tance of the bridge as coînpared %vitlu the
great tranîscontinental railway l)roject may
be had lu this way :The estiinated cost of
the bridge-froin $7,000,000 to $8,000,000-
corresponîds to the estimiated cost of about
180 miles of railw-ay, and if unfortunately
the Quebec Bridge Company sbould be
found accountable for tbe disaster, or if the
Quebec Bridge Company should be unable
to recover froin the Phoenix Bridge Comn-
panîy, tlue inoney that bas alroady been paid
to themn, the ultimate cost of the bridge will
l)robably be $12,000,000, or equal to the es-
tirnated cost of fully 300 miles of rallway.
I think I need say no0 more te impress upon
this House and the people the enormous lun-
portance to this counîtry of the subject
e-hidi lion. gentlemen opposite were deal-
lng1 with w-hmu tliey guaranteed the bonds
oe seeurities of tue Quebec Bridge Coin-
pany. 1 mnay perhaps pause biere for a mlo-
ment to say-and 1 tbink tliat lion. gentle-
11101 in the House will join me in what 1 arn
about to say-that I siuîcerely hope and
trust that, apart froin any question of legal
liability upon the part of either company,
the government bas seen fit ta see that
substantial care bas been taken of. and
relief afforded to the people who were de-
pendent upon the unfor tunate men who per-
ished iii tbiat catastrophe. I do not think
that anybody w-ould desire that the govera-
ment should ileglect w-bat is their duty in
i lînt regard, aithouglu I do not pretend for a
moment that thiere is any liability on the
plart of the go-.erumieuît to these people. Thmat
bridge. Mr. Speaker. wvhen completed, -will
be the greatest bridge in the world. The


