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glof' their ample canvacs to catch the risirig gale ; svhilst the con-
trast of our ovfl comparatively diminutive bai k %Y',th the colsil
grandeur which surrounded us, gave me to feel my own i nsigiic-
urve, and preduced a kind of envy tow;îrds the men vvho strode
those iufîy decks, from which we %were looked dlo-.n upon nes in a~
cockboat: as though greatness or littleness ivere cnlerred uil'on
men b>' the size of ttaeir ships !-1 conld flot but exult in tie coi'-
sejous pride of being a Briton ; and that the magniicent leet %-. hici
I then beheld booming over the ocenn, zis over a dcmain pcculi)-
arly its oivn,-claiming the homaîge of the worldl--iwas otiRs-
little thinking how soan the dremIfut conflet of thc 5rst orfJue,
wavýs te prociaBYl te ail Dations the invincible brarcry and gidrioue
ilctory of the British navy over thé grar.d fleet fef %lie French

reV~ith a tewdays arter this gorgeoug $*iglit, one ofa ver? iit

ferent cliaracter gradu.il>' developed i(seif from the inidst cf one
c)f t*-t densest fogse that ever shrcuded themsea-sail Ipogno!ýlic of
our future 1 oes--lt Iv-19 on a Sundu>' morning: our -,Fit) wof
standing towardi hie riort!içvard andi westivaril of the isla nde ci
Scilly', distant about îiIen leaguei.Whlty ulradof{
cers were below at breakf.isr, 111e fog in wlîich %-çe were envclopeil
began te clear up. The man ît tk,, hîelm suddcnly calied out--
" a sait on thie wveatlîer-bow, ir-a large îbij)-stenE9 a main-ol-
war." -- t ' Oh, no doubt she'à an Englitib frigate ,," replied dMYfM
ther, without rising fromn a chart hie %vas cxainng-" d
cruising in the chopâ of the Cli.nnuel." Presenîl>' thle he1tnmmin*9
voice wvas again heard-"- another eail-on the lee.bowv, sir-il,
frigate ;" andinw a few moments lie called outi gain--"l another
sail-on the lee-quirier, sir !"-" Aye, ;îye ! Thrce frigates ? 'dis.
high time te look about us, 1 tbink,>' said my father ; and,1 snalch-
ing up bis spy.glass, hie was on deck in au instant, foliow.eÀI b>' ail .

aI brakfat fhere we were, sure enougli, within the toile ofa
oquadron of men-of-war! Ail the tbree ships we had descried, ini.,
stantl>' ran up Engiab colours-and we answered (hem ivilli ours.,
The frigate te windward then bore doive iipoo no, and fired î%
shot te bring us toe'. Sinîewhat altmed--notw i thstanding the show -
of the British flag-we slili kept o our course. 1 slhah ner
J*orget the excutement and terrible supense which 1-a lad coma
to sea for the first time-endured on this occusion. A second and
a tbird gun were fired at us, soosa afier escli other. IlDon'tyou
tbink, sir, we had better heave to," enquired the chièf mate-
't they'li make us pay jar every #hot !"*. l'di afraid yon ore
right," replied my father, much w-ntated.. 1 doh't Iike the ap.
pearance of tbese shipe. 1 can't think they'ré Englimh, for ali
they've hoisted our colours. Neitbet their huilà,, rigging, nor the
timc of their sInis are British ! lt's -aili over wilh us, VSa afraid !"
la the midât cf tliis starthiog colloqu>', Providence seèmed tofa-

*A customa at tex, when a merrtant:man is captured, but boldo out obi
Atinaitly.


