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umstances of the defeat, s def est
it was. After Yorktown there oould
be no other resuit than an a<cknow-
ledgment of independenoe. The
Euglish people, who backed the King
at the start, had growu weary of the
war. The Bouse of Gommons declar-
cd for peace, the Ministry of Lord
North fell, sud the Ring could flot
find Ministers willing to prolong the
war. In this wsy the Rockinghsm
sud the Shelburxie Ministries came
into existence. They lasted rather
leus thaï' one year. Lord Rockiugham
died three nionths after tha Govern-
nient was formed and Shelburne,
continuing as a Secretary of State,
became also Prime Minister. Ail the

we are told, "wrote like an angel and
talked like poor Poil" made one of his

iladroit remarks respeeting the
niekuame. "Do you know, my lord,
1 nover could conceive why they call
you 'Mý,alagrida,' because MUalagrida
was a very good sort of a mn." He
meant to say, of course, that as Mala.
grida was a good man his nainE
should flot be u-sed as a terni of
reproach.

It is a commentary upon th(
wretehed state of the political situa.
tion at thus time, that Fox sud SheI
humne, each jealous and mistrustfu
o~f the other, should have st in th(
sanie cabinet when the dangers con
fronting the nation imnperativel3
demanded unity. Foi was whai
would now be called Foreign Secre
tary and conducted the relationi
with foreign eountries. Shelburnq
was Secretary of the Southeru De
partment, which iucluded ail dealing
with the colonies. The country wa
at war with France and Spain a
well as with America, se that whei


