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them by a " patented" divine in robes. The ** why*' and the

" wherefore" began to be heard, and they threatened Roman
Gatholii'ism as the Guy Pawkes powder plot did the Parliament

of England. About 1857 the Roman Catbolio authorities re-

alizing their position, decided upon the destruction of this danger-

ous focus, and began the attack under cover, and by raising side

issues. The first gun fired nt it was in the shape of a motion

to exclude all religious p:ipcrs, whether Roman Catholic or Pro-

testant. The object of this motion was to exclude the Witness

and Le Semeur Canadien for there was not then any Roman

Catholic religious paper properly speaking, if we except the True

Witness, which was at that date of no more account than it is

at the present. A fierce struggle ensued, discussion run high,

an amendment was made, und^out of a meeting of 300 was thrown

out early in th<) morning by a small majority. A second meeting

was held, and an amendment was again put, and and out of 300

votes there was a tie, when the casting vote was given in favor of

the amend'uent. The enemies of free thought acknowledged

their defeat ; the biiUot was then adopted when the advocates of

education carried everything before them, and the Institut was

triumphant. Jesuitical merchants were unable to induce their

clerks to vote with them ; and open warfare for the nonce was

at an end. Up to this time the instigator of the oppressive oppo-

sition was unknown, but two days after the decisive vote referred

to, bishop Hi urget published a long and elaborate pastoral letter

commanding every one to withdraw from the Institut, under yai '

said to have beon decreed by the Council of Trent—Upwards of

IfjO members in tonlormity with this order, executed a solemn

act of secession in writing.— fhis was in 1858.

Then indeed did the promoters of the scheme of infallibility,

spread fanaticism amongst Roman Catholics, and the Institut

Canadien was t^oou visited by this foul pestilence, for whenever a

member found himself deprived of protection or of that strength

of mind which animated the arch-angel, he would encounter the

sweet face of a pi iust with the gratifying assurance that he could

neither partake of the communion, nor be married by his chuich

until he had withdrawn from VInstitut Canadien. y

As long as u member was known to act uncompromisingly
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