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the subject. Very great ignorance of the

condition and extent of our Colonial posses-

sions, generally, prevails indeed among all

ranks of society, except in those classes con-

nected with them by trade ; but Newfoundland,

the oldest of all our Colonies, seems to have

become utterly blotted out of our recollection,

or is known only by its dogs. I thought, there-

fore, there might be a sufficient number of

people willing to know something about it,

and who would allow me to take them by the

ear while I told them what I had seen of it.

Scarcely had I begun, however, to enter on

this task, when I was called to commence

preparations for an excursion of some years, to

another quarter of the globe. The marks of

extreme haste, and many slips of the pen,

will, no doubt, be abundantly evident to the

reader, but let me assure him that such haste

was the result of uncontrollable circumstances,

and not a mark of disrespect towards him.


