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wore slmiHcfullv abandoned and tinally Bacrilu'od to the

siMisnal |»roclivitie^ nl" :i kinir v'lio l:;"l !M'M7> Iovo for tho

p»\vn of a conrtr/aii lliaii foi- ilir ll;!n- of IVaiicn'. Not-

witlistandiiiij:, tliuy sccnivd, iir>t l>y treaty, and coni-

polk'd, lat(M- on, tliroui;li legislation, the ^rantinn' of all

those rii,dits which Kiel and hi- IIalf-l>reed brothers

^^ou^dlt to revendicate, bocaus«' thes- had been systeniaticully

trampled upon by the Ottawa Cabinet.

The Half-breeds are the descendants of those hardy

French Canadian pioneers, wliose love of travel and

discovery, took them into the wild praii'ies of t\w North-

w«>t, where they tinally settled into a semi-liuntin^ and

Kemi-a<;ricultural life— following, in this last occupation,

the customs and the idiosyncracies of their ancestors, who

had made a garden of both banks of the St. Lawrence.

These Ilalf-brecds belonic to that race of eiiert^etic

men who were the first settlers of the AV^estern States,

at a time when colonizinor in those wild prairies meant

something more than breaking the ground and raising a

crop for shipment to Eastern ])orts ; moreover, they are

the kindred of these courageous pioneers who have either

christened or given their own names to the most impor-

tant cities of the West.

They are acknowledged to be a hospitable, mild, peace-

able and law-abiding people. Selfishness is unknown to

their vocabulary; with them, faithfulness, providency

and thrift are heirlooms which have never been bartered

by the humblest of the race.


