
I don't know that thoro in much to say in reply to the second

article of the Hpectator lOHpoclini,' woiylitH and meaHures. That

article, aw well aH the inoro rocotit ones, irivo, m far as thoy go, a

reasonably fair dotiiiition of wliat the CiinctioiiH of iha Governniont

nhould be in deaiiiij^ witli tiiiH branch of tiio nervico. But thoro are

two or throe other le/^itimato fuiictiouH wiiich the writer has not

mentioned, bul which aio of even j^reater moment than some of

Ihoso which ho has onumoratod.

It ought to bo, and probably is, well known to scale manufactui ere

that the " infallible old balance," to quote tho Spectator, can be, and

frequently is made so as to bo very fallible indeed, and that the

scales which, to quote tho same authority, " it has been proved

through long years of experience can bo made to weigh accurately,"

can also bo made to weigh very inaccurately. As a matter of fact

there are makers who have made both for tho purpose of facilitating

false weighing.

It is tho duty of the (foveriment to prevent as far as possible

the use of such /(/////>/t' articles. To that end the regulations have

been so framed as to exclude fi'om veritication, scales &c., that

whether intentionally or otherwise might become tho instruments

of injustice. The Government stamp should bo a guarantee of

justice, a voucher of honost construction, but the Spectator would

have it attached to whatever weighing machine is ottered so long

as it appeared to give conoct results at the moment.

The law legalizes both avoinlupois and Troy weights, it therefore

becomes necessary to provide that tliei-e shall bo a well defined

distinction in the.forms of the two descriptions. Heretofore weights

of both kinds have boon in uso of the denominations of 4H)., Tft, and

I'tlb, and of exactly the same form and of similar metal and with

similar inscription. There is too much reason for believing that in

villages, especiall}- in Lower Canada, the Troy weight has been

substituted for avoirdupis, the buyer thereby loosing two-sevenths

of the weight he pays for. This therefore is another instance in

which it becomes necessary to eliminate the means of fraud, and

the regulations provide tliat Troy weights shall be of a specified

form with their denominations inscribed in ounces, while a variety

of other forms are sjiecified for avoirdupois weigl.ts, their value being

inscribed in lbs., &c.

One more instance ; tho Spectator objects to the regulation which

requires that the weights used with platform scales shall be equal

to the i^ound or to some multiple, or authorised sub-multiple ot the

pound, and that they shall be either in a decimal or binary ratio to
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