
Governmnn Orders

mechanisms seemn to be in place but the stakeholders refuse to why they should flot be tried ini aduit court and why in f
use thern. should bie tried as young offenders.

1 now corne back to the June 8 article in La Presse, which
quotes Normand Bastien from the youth division of Montreal's
community legal centre. He said: "The real problems corne
frorn the fact that the average waiting periods before sentencing
are too long-266 days on average in Valleyfield, 180 days in
Montreal, 163 days in Joliette-and that only 29 per cent of
problems are resolved". So why this bill, since the current act
already lias adequate provisions to deal with young offenders?

1 repeat, a repressive iaw without rehabilitation measures and
left to thc discretion of various stakeholders will flot bring the
violence phenomenon under control. Current documentation
does flot support the argument that longer sentences act as a
deterrent. As 1 said before, thc American experience denion-
strates Uic ineffectiveness of these coercive measures.

To conclude on thc transfer to aduit court issue, it seems Uiat
Uic burden of proof will flow rest with the young people
theniselves. Too bad for the presuimption of innocence. Ail this
is intended to silence some people who will neyer be satisfied. It
makes light of the balance between deterrence and rehabilitation
which lias proven itself in Quebec. Above ail, it encourages
laxity in certain provinces.

In Uic reading 1 have donc on this bill, how does one explain
some particularly troubling statistics concerning cases in youth
court that resulted in a guilty verdict? In Quebec and Uic
Maritime provinces, guilty verdicts werc rendered in over 80 per
cent of cases; in Uic Western provinces, barely 70 per cent; and
in Ontario and Manitoba, 55 and 59 per cent. How come in
Alberta, 34,372 people are accused and convicted out of a
population of 1.2 million, compared to 16,000 in British Colum-
bia? One province convicts half as many people as its neiglibour.
Are we not justified ini thinking that we should pay more
attention to thc administration of justice instead of drafting new
laws?

Thi s raises two problems. One of thc basic problems
are tried as adults whule still beîng young offenders the
treated differently than people who are regular adults bi
in that aduit court.

The second probleni, aid Uiis is the larger one, is thai
a tremendous bureaucracy now. This bureaucracy is pai
drives Uic deficit and debt as high as it is. and
continuahly.

* (1935)

What is going to happen is evcry time ont of tt
offenders is proposed to be raised to adult court we a
have them appealing this and trying to fight it. W
going to be faccd with are trials to deternitine whcre
going to be held, whcther it is going to be in juveni
adult court. That is not doing anything to thc legal sy
is not doing anything to resolve Uic problem of burea
it is certainly flot doing anything to bring justice to

One of Uic things we think should happen is th
shouId be droppcd. Sixteen and seventeen-year olds
tried as aduits aid should bie classed as adults. Wc
overall age should bic dropped. If you have 10 and il
committing crimes there han to be some facility to deý
other Uian saying that wasn fot very nice and sending t
to their parents, especially when Uic government is a
about clianging thc act so that even once Uiey send Uic
their parents Uic parents are powerless to do anythil

Another thing Uic government is touching on, but
only tokenism, is identifying the criminal activities
offenders. What we had proposed is that ail crimes of
year olds should bic rcadily available through Uic me(
those 10 to 13 Uiey should bc made public if, in t]
opinion, Uic need for Uic public to know aid protei
greater than the need for confidentiality on Uic pi
offender.

If you would consider a situation in which one of th

Uic school authorities for one and th
childrcn there know that Uiere was a ot
Uic necqssary steps to ensure the safety

Another area that did not get touchcd
change Uic face of Uic way our corrcctioi
we necd is a facility that bases its primai
skills training, community service and
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