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trying to dismember and dismantle the country. That is a very
difficult thing for me to cope with.

I can accept an amendment or a recommendation to improve a
bill but if they were really sincere about building this country
then why not put away this destructive anti-Canada action
which has been going on. As the Prime Minister said in Montreal
last night, it is starting to affect in a profound way the markets
and their attitude toward Canada.

Maybe I am being a little too strong when I say profound.
Canada is a very strong country in its own right, but it does have
a psychological effect on investors. When there is a group which
is trying to dismember Quebec why would anyone from the
private sector want to invest billions of dollars in the Quebec
marketplace? They would have to think twice. I am not saying
that people will not do it, but I am saying it is a very tough
decision. The Bloc Quebecois is making it very tough to
rekindle the whole country.

This is nothing personal, but members opposite would have to
agree it is a highly unusual approach to come to an organization
for the purpose of destroying and dismantling it. What they
cannot seem to get through their thought process is that they are
hurting their own constituents. Speaking as one member of
Parliament, this ultimately has to affect not just my constitu-
ents, but all constituents, the men and women right across
Canada.

Getting back to Bill C-17, we as a government are taking a
very difficult step in revamping the unemployment insurance
system. We are asking parliamentarians to cut back. We are
freezing the public service wages. Those are tough steps,
especially on unemployment insurance.

We have to look at it in the context of an overall strategy. I
have mentioned access to capital. I have mentioned the tax
review situation. I also have to mention what the minister of
human resources is doing beyond his reviewing the unemploy-
ment insurance system.

The minister is putting so much emphasis on retraining, with
very special sensitivity toward young men and women with the
youth corps. That is a tremendous first step for helping people
who are finishing school. Even though it is not a large number of
young people, it is a tremendous pilot project. If we can figure
out a way to help young people who do not have any experience,
and help them during that bridge period between graduation and
getting into the workforce, that in itself is a very important first
step.

If we can refine that youth corps it could be the model project
not only for a national government effort but also a more
extensive one at the provincial and municipal levels in the
future. That in itself is a very useful, important and positive
initiative which has happened in the last six months.
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Another thing we have to remember is that we only took over
the government seven months ago. Quite frankly we have done
an awful lot in a very short time. Turning around the fiscal
framework mess which we inherited is not an easy task. It takes
a concerted effort by all members of Parliament and we need a
very tight focus but I am beginning to sense that the market is
coming back.

Another initiative I want to talk about is linked to this whole
budget strategy and putting Canadians back to work. It has to do
with our effort of encouraging young business men and women
to get into the export field. I would like to talk for just a couple
of minutes about an experience I had during the last parliamen-
tary recess.

I had the privilege of working with the private sector group
Inter Canada Far East Trade Centre in Markham, Ontario. They
are experts in helping small and medium sized businesses get
access to China. Last January I met with this group and they
asked me if I would join thern in taking a group of young
business men and women to Beijing in May.

As members know, during the campaign we said we were
going to put a very special emphasis on the Asia-Pacific region,
that we were going to make sure we gave very special support to
the small and medium sized business sector in helping them
trade in that market.

Therefore I obliged and took up the offer to co-chair a
mission to Beijing which left on May 17. I had the support of the
member of Parliament from North Bay, the member of Parlia-
ment for Vaudreuil, the member of Parliament for Vancouver
East, and also the member of Parliament for Durham. We went
with the Inter-Canada group and 100 men and women from
small and medium sized businesses. We were there for 10 days.

About 80 per cent of those men and women had never had any
export experience; they had never gone abroad on a mission.
North America is the natural market for Canadian business men
and women. But they had the courage to go and they spent their
own money on the trip. About 80 per cent of those young men
and women came back with either signed deals or signed letters
of intent.

I say this in the context of our national budget strategy
because, I would venture to say there are 100,000 to 200,000
jobs in China for Canadians. There are jobs in China for every
sector of our economy. I have been on many missions around the
world since 1980. I went on missions in the private sector when I
worked with Magna, in the auto parts business. I have never seen
anything like what is happening in China right now. The
opportunities to put Canadians back to work are beyond the
imagination.
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