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But lo and behold, Canadians will see,

More broken promises from these Liberals MPs.
Reform is the party that will bring to this land,
Hope for the future—one that is planned.

Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good flight.
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RADIO CANADA INTERNATIONAL

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the closing of Radio Canada International
was announced in Montreal.

This means an end to the Canadian Forces Network, which
brought Canadian programming to our peacekeepers around the
world. It means an end to the English and French language
shortwave services which kept Canadians travelling, working or
living overseas ‘in touch with Canada.

[Translation)

The end of shortwave broadcasts in eight languages, which
are the voice of Canada around the world, will have an even
more devastating effect.

In 1995, the foreign policy review conducted by the govern-
ment concluded that RCI was in a perfect position to promote
Canadian values abroad.

The Business Council on National Issues itself pointed out
that the station was creating a demand for Canadian goods and
services.

[English]

The Broadcasting Act requires the CBC to provide an interna-
tional service. I call on the Liberals to reverse this shameful
decision and ensure continued support for Radio Canada In-
ternational. Canada must not be the only G-7 nation—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Lincoln.
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PRE-BUDGET CONSULTATIONS

Mr. Tony Valeri (Lincoln, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on November
28 I had the pleasure of hosting another workshop, this one a
pre-budget consultation in my riding of Lincoln. Many constitu-
ents felt that the government had taken decisive action in prior
budgets but we need to stay the course. However, the reduction
in government spending must not be done in the slash and burn
fashion of Mike Harris.

Three major themes were developed and discussed: unem-
ployment and job creation, concerns of small business, and debt
and deficit. I am pleased to state that progress has occurred in all
three areas.
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The Minister of Human Resources Development introduced
employment insurance programs. The Minister of Industry’s
Bill C-99, an act to amend the Small Business Loans Act, will
continue to provide access to debt capital for small businesses
that need it to expand and to create jobs.

Last week the Minister of Finance stated that the deficit for
the 1997-98 fiscal year will be brought down to 2 per cent of
GDP. The goal is to eliminate the deficit based on a measured
and responsible strategy.

I would like to thank my constituents for participating in the
workshop. It is through this type of forum that constituents
views will be heard.
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IQALUIT
Mr. Jack Iyerak Anawak (Nunatsiaq, Lib.):
[Editor’s Note: Member spoke in Inuktitut.]

Mr. Speaker, an historic vote was held in the Arctic. A
plebiscite was held on Monday when residents voted for Iqaluit
as the capital of the new territory. Sixty per cent of Nunavut
voters chose Iqaluit.

I congratulate Iqaluit. I congratulate as well the people in both
communities who worked so hard throughout the capital cam-
paign. I thank the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development for giving the people of Nunavut the opportunity
to democratically choose their future capital.

The people of Nunavut have spoken. I recommend Iqgaluit to
the minister and the government as the people’s choice. Let us
join our efforts now in our common goal of creating a new
territory in 1999 in which all communities will share.

[Editof’s Note: Member spoke in Inuktitut.]
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REFORM PARTY

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Waterloo, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, over the
past two years it has become clear that the Reform Party and the
Bloc Quebecois are flip sides of the same coin on the national
unity issue.

The Reform Party is at it again. The leader of the Reform
Party is now promoting American style impeachment rights.
Canadians are getting sick and tired of the Reform Party’s
shameless self-promotion at the expense of Canada. The Gin-
grichs of the north are more interested in scoring cheap political
points than in working together to solve the problems that face
the country.

The Reform Party’s idea of constitutional renewal and nation
building is a wrecking ball. History will judge it as such when
the party joins the ashes of the Social Credit movement from
which it evolved.



