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go on welfare. They are rejected. They feel downgraded, aban-
doned, left behind by this government which, I repeat, was
elected by a very large majority of people who voted Liberal in
the Maritimes on the promise of jobs.

By the way, I want to point out the complacency of the Quebec
Liberal government as well, which is not speaking out strongly
to say how much these measures will cost it in additional
welfare payments.
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A booklet released yesterday by Employment and Immigra-
tion Canada broaches the subject of social assistance. The
following is stated: ““The minister invited provincial officials to
meet with those responsible for human resources development
with a view to identifying estimates and developing a common
agreement on the implications of social assistance”. Represen-
tatives in Ottawa currently put the potential repercussions for
the provinces at between $65 million and $135 million. This
means roughly $40 million for Quebec, given the situation in
which it currently finds itself.

Is the Government of Quebec complaining? No. Of course,
there is an election coming and the Quebec Liberal government
is a prisoner of its own political options.

Once again, it is the workers who are going to pay dearly very
soon for this government’s refusal to keep its promises. The
least fortunate are going to have to pay for the complicity of
other governments seeking only to settle their own structural
problems by paying no heed to ordinary people.

I see that I must wrap up my remarks, Mr. Speaker. I would
have liked to continue, but I have been told that my time is
nearly up. When I speak from the heart, I can go on for quite

some time. However, before concluding, I would like to table

the following motion:

That all of the words following the word *“That” be rescinded and replaced by the
following:

‘“this House refuse to proceed with the second reading of Bill C-17, an Act to
amend certain statutes to implement certain provisions of the budget

1) given that the amendments to the Unemployment Insurance Act do not reduce
the inequities between have and have—not regions in the country and contain no
specific measures to reduce youth unemployment;

2) given that the amendments to the Unemployment Insurance Act do not cancel
the increase in premiums paid by workers and employers in effect since January 1,
1994.”
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Having tabled this amendment, may I now use the time I have
remaining?

The Speaker: The hon. member may continue later. I will
take the motion under advisement, examine it and make a ruling
immediately following oral question period.

[English]

The Speaker: It being eleven o’clock a.m., pursuant to
Standing Order 30(5), the House will now proceed to statements
by members pursuant to Standing Order 31.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[English]

COMMEMORATIVE STAMP

Mr. Paul Steckle (Huron—Bruce): Mr. Speaker, I am very
happy to inform hon. members of the issuing last week of a
commemorative stamp to honour the 125th anniversary of the
founding of Eaton’s department stores by one of Huron—
Bruce’s favorite sons, Timothy Eaton.

Canada Post has issued a prestige booklet which includes
stamps, photographs and a written text outlining the history of
the T. Eaton Company.

Last week in London at the Galleria Eaton store there was a
presentation of an enlarged commemorative stamp to the Kirk-
ton—-Woodham Community Centre and to Ray and Wendy Ventu-
rin, operators of the Kirkton market, the ancestor of Timothy
Eaton’s original business.

After coming to Canada in 1856 from his native Ireland, he
settled and eventually opened his first store in the Huron—
Bruce town of Kirkton, Ontario. In a small wooden cabin with
his brother James, Timothy Eaton operated a small general store
and post office.

Later Timothy Eaton left Kirkton for St. Mary’s, Ontario,
where he began a small dry goods store. In 1869 he headed for
Toronto where he founded the store that eventually became the
famous Eaton’s chain, which prides itself on customer service,
and quality merchandise for a good price.
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[Translation]

FIGURE SKATING

Mr. Antoine Dubé (Lévis): Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
congratulate Elvis Stojko, Isabelle Brasseur and Lloyd Eisler on
their dazzling wins at the World Figure Skating Championships
in Chiba, Japan. Elvis Stojko, the 22—year—old Olympic silver
medallist from Ontario, won the gold thanks to a nearly flawless
program. He won the gold after competing with the best in the
world.



