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The Address—Mr. Hodgson

He said he came here with a majority vote.
I am in the same position. I want to con-
gratulate him on coming here on that basis.
He said he had only one opponent. I have
him beaten, because I had two and I still
came here with a majority vote. My Liberal
opponent had been a friend of mine for years
and I could not say a thing bad about him.
He served the country for ten years prior to
this year.

In the house we have 103 new members, and
149 members are here on a minority vote. I
believe my hon. friends to my left outstrip us
all in that regard, because out of twenty-eight
members, twenty-five are here on a minority
vote.

In introducing my riding, I may say that
I did not know that one could come to the
House of Commons and do so much advertis-
ing. I will avail myself of the opportunity for
a few minutes, but I will make it short. I
have the honour to represent the riding which
was so ably represented by Sir Sam Hughes,
who was our member for about thirty years.
He was minister of militia in the last war.

My riding is made up of two counties.

Victoria has fertile soil and a climate that is
adapted to farming, and the farmers are great
oroducers of hay, grain, meat and dairy pro-
Jucts. While I am on this subject, I may say
that this year one of my constituents made
quite a nice shipment of Holstein cattle to
Mexico, thus opening up a new venture in
trade along that line.

The county in which I live is Haliburton. I
happen to be the first member ever elected
from that county either provincially or to the
dominion house. It comprises the pre-Cam-
brian rock area and we have the finest stand
of timber, bar none, left standing in Canada
to-day. We have also in that rock deposits of
uranium, which was the basis of the atomic
bomb; in the whole area of Victoria-Hali-
burton we have the Kawartha lakes and the
Trent valley canal system, and in Haliburton
county alone we have 559 lakes. We have
everything that goes to make a tourist country.

The tourist industry in Victoria county is
fairly well developed, but in the north it has
just been scratched. It would have been
developed more fully if the war had not come
along, resulting in shortage of labour and
materials, with government regulations putting
a stop to buildings in that class of industry.

In this municipality, made up of small
villages and small towns, we have the town
of Lindsay with a population of 10,000. We
have some thirty sawmills, four planing and
finishing mills, and so on. We have a large

[Mr. Hodgson.]

tannery, a large woollen mill and many other
small industries, and we have two large chemi-
cal plants. We have also the dominion
arsenal. This plant is one of the finest in
Canada, one of the best equipped in the
country. I hope the Minister of Defence (Mr.
Abbott) can keep that plant running, and
if he cannot, I see no reason why the Depart-
ment of Reconstruction cannot put in some
peace-time industry there.

We have a riding made up principally of
private enterprise. We have a lot of good
labour. It is a railroad centre, and I take
my hat off to labour any day in the week
because I have been a labour man myself
all my life. The reason why I say they
favour private enterprise is that ninety per
cent of our farms are operated by their
owners, as are all our industries with the
exception of the dominion arsenal. We have
never had any labour trouble; we have the
finest group of labour men that exists any-
where.

Anything I say here or any part that I
play in this parliament I feel I should do it
as my constituents would want me to do it.
Although I was sent here with a majority I
consider that I was sent here to represent all
the constituents of my riding. That will be
my thought and view throughout my parlia-
mentary experience.

I think I would be remiss in my duty
unless I said something about the flag. Some-
one has taken upon himself the responsibility
of pulling down the old union jack from this
parliament building and sticking up another
flag in its place without consulting this parlia-
ment. That I think was a mistake. However,
probably the time has come when we need
a new national flag; but, speaking for myself
and for my constituents, we think the old
union jack is good enough for us.

I should like to say a word about national
selective service and the war labour board.
But before I do that I should like to welcome
all or any hon. members who wish to visit my
riding. They would be only too welcome,
and if they do not believe what I say about
its possibilities and beauties I ask them to
come and see for themselves. If they cannot
come let them ask the Minister of Labour
(Mr. Mitchell) or the Minister of Finance
(Mr. Ilsley), because they both had a good
look at it in the last election campaign. I
welcome them back at any time and I hope
that they will not wait until the next election
rolls around. In fact I should like to have
the Minister of Finance there this fall.
Although we may differ on politics at times,
we do not differ when it comes to a victory
or peace loan.- If the Minister of Finance



