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ing; I wonder what stand the government
will take in that respect. May I say further
to the hon. minister, that there is no saving
for the governmrenit, ibecause a rentai of
$1,000 a year means the interest on 820,000
at 5 per cent, exactly the amount which had
been voted for the building of a new post
office at that place, a post office which would
have heen a real asset te the country at large.

Before t-aking my seat, may 1 ask the hon.
gentleman why the rent hms been increased
from $360 te $1,000 per year, and if the plans
which have been submitted by the town te
the department have been approved. Further,
I would ask if the rent has already been paid
or if it will be paid only aftcr those improve-
ment., have been made.

Mr. STEWART (Leeds): I think the bcst
way to answer the hon. member is to give a
short, concise, nnd complete history of the
wbole transaction. The lease was an old one
and the rentai .being paid in this town was
very low. The department desired to secure
better accommodation, and the municipality
came forward with the proposition to give
us the desired accommodation in the muni-
cipal building. I submait that hon. members
of this committee, as reasonable business men,
will agree that when an opportunity is pre-
sented to the Dominon government to rent
from a municipality suitable accommodation
for its postal service, and such offer is ac-
cepted, the g-overnment is thereby renderiug
a service te the municipality concerned. The
fact is that in the last estimates 820,000 was
appropriatcd for a post office at this town.
My hon. friend seem- te be annoyed and dis-
appeinted that this M20000 was net expended.
Let us sce what the expenditure would have
actualiy amounted te. The vote wvas $20.000.
From our experience it is reasonable te sup-
pose that the cost of the building would have
exceeded the estimates by S5,000 or 810,000.
Interest on 830,000 at, 5 per cent would be
S1.500; caretakers' remuneratien 8500 or M60,
pcrhaps more; then there would he heating
and maintenance te pay for. The annual ex-
penditure for the postal accommodation vweoild
have run into betwcen $2,000 and 83,000. Wc.
have secured suitable quarters for $1,0C0 a
vear. I submit that this commendabi"
economy will inure te the benefit net only of
the municipality directly cencerned, but of
Canada as a whole. Personally, whenever
an opportunity is presented of doing any likc

eriete the public, I propose te embrace
it. The lease is for five years and covers a
portion of the ground fleor of an annex te
the city bail. We do net have te provide for
caretakiug or any similar expense. The ]esor
has te pay taxes, if any, and provide water,
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heat, iight, cieaning, insurance and look after
snoxv removai and large and small repairs.
The transaction was carefully considered before
being entered into, and I think it is in the
interests of ail concerned. We have a reselu-
tien from the local council approving the
course taken by the department. It seems te
mie that it can be justified fromn every stand-
peint.

Mr. POULIOT: Dees the lease contain a
provision for its cancellation by the govern-
ment within a certain timne?

Mr. STEWART (Leeds): No, it is a straigbt
flve-year lease without any provision for can-
cellation. My hon. friend said the condition
of the building was unsanitary. It is diffi-
cuit te believe that any municipal corporation
would maintain a building in an unsanitary
condition. In any event the provincial
authorities have contrel over such matters, and
I do net think there is anything te fear on
this -round. We are certainly going te insist
that the accommodation be sufficient and that
it be maintained in a proper sanitary con-
dition.

Mr. POULIOT: I thank the hon. minister
foir his statement. It is perfectly true that
the provincial authorities have control over
sanitation, and therefore the director of heaith
condemned the building as heing unsanitary.
The tewn has been very neglectful in regard teo
the sanitary condition of the building. WVill
the minister inform me if increased rent was

-d1d te the town authorities before the im-
piovements in the accommodation were made'

Mr. STEWART (Leeds): The information
xvhich 1 have under iny hand does not state
wben the instalments of rent are paale. I
cqm serry 1 cannot tell my hon. friend whether
any rent bas yet 'been paid.

Mr. POULIOT: I desire again te direct
the minister's attention te this fact, that dur-
ing last winter the carpenters, labourers and
other workingmen in the district had ne work.
I state this of my owvn personai knuwiede
bc cause some of those mon came te me for
charity. If the building provided for in lest
ycar's estimates bcd been undertaken, those
nrnn wvoîld have had an opportunity te work
and would have been saved the bitter humilia-
tion of baving te seek charity te tide themn
over the winter. Trois Pistoles, I admit, is
net a big urban centre, but it is the second
town in my censtituency, and any bon. mein-
bers who may motor te Gaspé this summer
wvili bave an opportunity of seeing it. The
building in wvhich accommodation bas been
lcased by the government is very uglv, and
as I have already. stated, in an unsanitarv


