
056 COMMONS
The Budget-Mir. Maclean (York)

Greenland of this Huse, and when I listen
to the speech that bas just been delivered by
the Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie King),
the tbeught cornes back te me of a statement
once made by the late Goldwin Smith, who
was a great student of English as well as
Canadian politics. fie said:

A great deal of the time of the publie men of Canada
s devoted to the respective amount possesscd by each

of the doubtful virtue of consistency.

We have heard a good deal of that to-day;
we heard a good deal of it yesterday, and on
different occasions we have heard a good deal
of it in this House. StilI, my sympatby is
witli my hion. friend down there in Green-
land.

I have just this te say about the speech
of thePrirne Minister (Mr. Mackenzie King).
Having alwavs heen a Conservative and a
believer in rnaking Canada a self-contained
country, I arn pleased to hear bimi make the
speech that hie has made to-day. fie pro-
fesses to be a protectîonist, and bie now pro-
fesses te be in favour of Canada baving
industries of various kinds of bier own. Yet,
when bie says that, and when I endorse it,
stili there is a grievance on the part of the
people of our western country, and stili there
is a grievance in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick in connection with the way in
wbich the war bas treated the people t here,
and they believe sornetbing sbould be don,
for the development of those provinces. If
I take the occasion of the discussion of the
budget to refer to sorne public questions,
I arn net going for the moment any more
into the subject before the flouse than to
say that I cannot vote for the arndment
and 1 cannot vote for the budget. Recog-
nizing the urgency before bion. members to
get away durieg this evenieg se that th ty
rnay return home for tbe holiday, I arn geing
to take the littie tirne I have at rny disposai
te discuss two public questions of sorne con-
cern te the people.

I begin by saying that the greatest railway
in the world to-day is the Canadian National
Railway system, the only sharebolders of
wbich are the people of Canada. The second
greatest railway in the world to-day is the
Canadian Pacifie Railway, which is net owned
by tbe peeple of Canada, but which was
largely subsidized by the people of Canada
by way of land grants, legislation and bonus,
and which is owned by a private cornpany.
These two roads have corne eow somewbat
inte competition One is a publicly-owned
road and the other is a cernpany-owned road.
The people in the province frorn which 1

[Mr. W. F. Maclean.]

corne, indeed the people in rny riding, are
great believers in public ewnersbip. Nert
only have we our share in the National rail-
ways; but the province of Ontario bas a
splendid systemi of railways, publicly owned
up in nortbern Ontario. In Toronto we own
the street railway systern and in Ontario we
owç%n and control radial reads. We also have
a hydre systern for the distribution of elc-
tricity, and we are absolute believers in
public ownership as applied te public services.
We are glad te have the National Railways
te-day; they are makieg beadway and I have
ne doubt will soon prove a great success. But
it seerns that the Canadian Pacifie Railway,
which bas been dealt with se generously by
tbe people of this country, is gradually creat-
ing, perbaps, a party in this flouse, and cer-
taiely a sentiment in the country, through the
press and in other ways, which bas a tendency
te destroy confidence in the public-owned rail-
ways. The Canadian Pacifie Railway evi-
dently wants te bave the National systema
crippled or destroyed, or at ail events te bave
it turncd over te itself. Tliat will neyer coe
te pass in this country. If such a thing should
bappen, Mr. Speaker, it would sirnply establisb
a sert of boss-ship that weuld make life in
this country intolerable and almost impos-
sible. It would dcstroy our political institu-
tiens, for there would be a railway boss ie
Canada te wbose dictation the gevernrnent
would be subjeet; indeed, parliament and the
press would be equally subjeet te that dicta-
tien. And yet you can see this process work-
ing in Canada; the suggestion is being dissemi-
nrted througbeut the country that the National
Railways ought te be destroyed or at least
turned over te the Canadian Pacific Railway.
The Canadian Pacifie Railway professes te be,
and as a matter of fact, by right of citizenship
in Canada, is a sharehiolder in the National
roads; and if my good friend, Mr. Beatty,
and those associated with hirn in the railway
business find tbemselves in cempetitien with
the public-oweed reads, let thern cempete with
those roads. Do net, bowever, let them seek
te destroy the National systern; they must
give that systemn a race for the money, and
put up a cempetition against it in the matter
of service. They rnay wvin eut, but I do net
think that is possible. 0f course, they can
specd the enormous reserve which the Cana-
dian Pacifie Raiiway pessesses to-day and
devote that money te an intensive competitien
with the National Railways, but I believe that
sucb a competition would ultirnately prove in-
effective, and they would net get rnuch support
fromn their sharebolders if they atternpted a
Policy of that kied the object of wbich would


