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Mr. MEIGREN: Bis words are down and
his words are " We will flot answer it in
that form ".

Mr. FIELDING: Exactly.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: And then he says, "i1
have answered ".

Mr. FIELDING: That is the answer.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: If the goverfiment is en-
titled to do that, I think, Mr. Speaker, your
well known capacity to hunt for precedents
will be taxed in vain. If he says, " We wvil1
flot answer it in this form ", and instructs;
tbat the records of the Bouse show that that
is an answer, tben the whole practice of ques-
tioning fails to the ground, and the govern-
ment bas it in its power to deny evei,3tliing.,
giving no reasons wbatsoever.

Mr. FIELDING: Most certainly-

Mr. MEIGHEN: If it is a matter of lengthi,
in the minister bas said the answer is going
to be too long and entail too much wvork,
then tbe government can say, "Stands as
order for return ", and the Bouse bas no
alternative. That is tbe only reason the
miinister bas given for bis very strange at-
titude. If tbat is the objection to tbe ques.
tion, ail rigbt, tbe government bas its alter-
native, it can stand as an order for return.
but the government bas no rigbt to say
" We wvi11 not answer it in its present form,
wve do flot like it, and we say tbat is our
reason-"

Mr. FIELDING: I arn surprised at the
bon. gentleman. It is in bis power and in
tbe power of any member of tbe Bouse to
frame a question as he pleases, and it is the
rigbt of tbe goverfiment to say whetber tbey
will answer it in that f orm or not. We takr
tbe liberty to say that if tbis is put in the
form of a motion we would bring down thc
information.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: That is tbe same tbin-
as baving it stand as an order for return.

Mr. FIELDING: No.

Mr. MEIGBEN: What is the difference?

Mr. FIELDING: As a question I can flot
amend it, but as a motion before the Bouse
I can ask the Bouse to amend it. That îs
tbe difference.

Mr. MEIGBEN: It is flot of the nature
of a motion. It is in the nature of an inquiry.

Mr. FIELDING: Well, I bave answered.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: If tbe hon: gentleman is
satisfied, I do not tbink be will be proud of
the record when it appears in print.

[Mr. Fielding.]

Mr. FIELDING: Very well.

Mr. SPEAKER: If hon. menibers will
look at Rule No. 37, paragrapb 3, tbey will
find the following:

If iîî the opinion of Mr. Speaker a question on the
order paper put to a Minister of the OCown is of such
a nature as to requira a lengthy reply, lie inay, upon
the request of the goverument, direct the saine to
stand as a notice of motion, and to be transferred to
its proper place as such upon the order paper, the
Cicrk of tlie Bouse being authorized to amend the
sanie as to niatters of fora.

Para. 4. If flie question is ni such a nature that
in the opinion of the Minister who is to furnisi the
reply such reply sliould be in the forni ni a return.
and ftic Minister states fInit hc lias nu objection to
laying such returu upon the Table of the flouse, bis
statement shaîll, uniess otlierwisc ordered bx' the flouse,
be deeiiied an order of the Ilouse ta fliat effeet, and
flie sanie slîall bc entered iii the Votes and Pcoceedings
as sliie.

Mr. MEIGBEN: I aim quite preparerl
ta abide by eitber one.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then my ruling is that it
cornes under paragrapb 3. It will stand as
a notice of motion.

1\1r. MEIGBEN: For return?

M\r. SPEAKER: As a notice of motion.
Th'e other one is in tbe form of a return.
One is tbe notice of motion, and the otber on(,
i.s tbe form of return.

'UIr. MEIGBEN: Then it stands as a
notice of motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.

Mr. MEIGBEN: Tliat is satisfactory.

Mr. SPEAKER: It stands as a notice of
motion.

MILITIA AND DEFENCE DISBURSEMENTS

Mr. BOYS:
1. Wbat expenises, payments or disbiirseients of any

kiiid hiave been nmade since Apnil 1, 1922, out of other
noneys îlîaî those ineluded in tlie ainnunts voted by
Parlianient for the Departient of Milifia and Defence
ini respect of items or chai-ges paid in tlîe fiscal year
1920-21 out of moncys voted for the Department of
Militia and Defence?

2. Uîîder wlsat aufhority were such moneys so paîd
frein otlier votes, aud whly ws the change mcade?

3. Were objections offered by tIre Departinent of the
Audîtor General to payinents being se mnade or f0
otlier atterupts to inaka siniilar payments? If sa, iii
what cases?

Mr. MACKENZIE IÇING:. I think this
question was called yesterday and the Minis-
ter of National Defence (Mr. Graham)
asked that it be allowed to stand so tbat be
could really understand what the hon. 'gentle-
man wisbed by bis first question. Be asked
the bon. member to put it in dîfferent lan-
gauge, so that he would be able to give
bim tie information. Tbe question dloes not
quite convey wbat is desired.


