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commanding officer for the performance of any
military or naval duty, or for rest, cure, exer-
cise, or training;

Mr. A. K. MACLEAN: What is the pur-
pose of the words “under a commanding
officer”’? Might it not be possible that
there might be a number of military electors
assembled at any of the places specified in
the subsection but they might not be under
a commanding officer? Perhaps these words
are rather restrictive in their effect.

Mr. DOHERTY: On inquiry I was in-
formed that at all of these places there
would always be somebody found in com-
mand. If we struck that out you might
have a group of soldiers gathered together
in some place which would be very unsuit-
able to take a ballot. I am not suggesting
any improper place in that regard but it
was thought well, in so far as the holding
of polls are concerned, that they should
be held in every place where you could
find any gathering of soldiers for any pur-
pose whatsoever who were assembled under
the direction of an officer. Furthermore,
we make provision that a soldier who might
not be able to reach a poll of that kind,
and who is exposed to the loss of his vote,
is allowed to tender it and have it taken at
the place where he is and where, of course,
there is present a presiding officer provided
with the necessary equipment to take the
vote. I was assured, as coming from the
military authorities, that I would be run-
ning no risk of missing any place where
soldiers are properly gathered together by
leaving in this provision. On the other
hand, I do not think it would be desirable
that we should include in the definition
such a place, for’instance, as a hoarding
house where half a dozen soldiers might be
gathered together. If half a dozen soldiars
are gathered together at any place for plee-
sure, say, it would hardly be a snitable
place to hold a poll.

Mr. NESBITT: A “ commanding officer ”
would not mean an officer of any particular
rank but whoever was in command at the
place?

Mr. DOHERTY: Yes. For instance, at
a hospital, I understand it is the medical
officer who is in command.

Mr. KNOWLES: If there were some wire-
less operators in the Cape Breton county,
why would they be defined as military elec-
tors?

[Mr. Doherty.]

Mr. DOHERTY: We have not made uny

special mention of wireless operators but
any person who has been—
—appointed, enlisted, enrolled or called out for
active service as one of the Canadian Expedi-
tionary Force, whether as officer, soldier, sailor,
dentist, nurse, aviator, mechanician or other-
wise, and whe remains one of any such forces
or services or Las been honourably discharged
therefrom.

is included as a voter. The words were in-
tended to be large enough to cover every-
body in whatever capacity he was acting
who was enrolled, or enlisted, or appoini-
ed, to any service which makes him a mem-
ber of the Canadian Expeditionary Force.

Mr. KNOWLES: The reason I asked that
was that when you co-relate it with the ex-
pression ‘““under a commanding officer ”
it may have a bearing on th2 case of a
young man from my constituency. He had
himself trained in wireless telegraphy, was
taken on by Mr. Edwards, the naval man
here, and for awhile was at sea. Only a
few days ago I had a letter from him and
he is at some lonely place in charge of a
wireless station by the sea. As I under-
stand it, although I speak subject to cor-
rection, he is there without any command-
ing officer over him, simply receiving and
transmitting messages by the wireless sys-
tem. He is not  assembled under a com-
manding officer.”

Mr. DOHERTY: The right to the franch-
ise does not depend on being in the army.
If he forms part of the Canadian Expedi-
tionary Force then he is entitled to vote.
The word “ camp ” is put there so that it
might be used without regard to the par-
ticular situation of the places at which it
is provided polls shall be held. I am as-
suming that this wireless telegrapher is a
part of the Canadian Expeditionary Forces
and therefore a military voter within the
meaning of the Act.

Mr. KNOWLES:
Service.

Mr. DOHERTY: If he is, then he is a
voter.

He is in the Naval

mr. a. K. MACLEAN:
operators are civiliang.

Mr. DOHERTY: I understand that this
class of persons is organized and Tecog-
nized as part of the Canadian Expedition-
ary Force. It will be noticed that we have
specially mentioned mechanicians in our
enumeration of the people who now form
part of the Canadian Expeditionary Force.

I think these



