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I

The approval by the Fronch National Assembly
of the agreements worked out in a spirit of co-operation
and comprehension last autumn at London and Paris is a
cause for deep satisfaction .

I realize that there were doubts and hesitations
and much soul-searching in P%ris before the necessary
decisions were taken . The A_-sembly, howQver, with wha t
I believe to be a wise and realistic understanding of
the situation, have chosen to follow the course which
is not only best in the intE;rests of France, but which
was a13r required if the Atlantic coalitien, whose -
strength and unity is essential for peace, was to be
maintained .

It would indeed have been a sad day if somA
other course had been followed, through fear of the
consequences of a restoration of German oovereignty,
which included the right - and the obligation - of
Germany to share in her own defence .

We must now prove that the rearmament of
Germany, not unlimited nor uncontrolled, but within the
context of NATO and Western European Union, is no t
only no menace to France, or to any other country, but,
nn the contrary will help to associate Germany with the
free Western world in such a way t'r. qt peace and security
will be strengthened .

Without the close un:_ friendly co-operation
and understanding between rranc,e and Germany, such a
strengthening of peace •rrou] d be difficult, if not impos-
sible . That is anotner rc.qson why the decisions take n
in Paris will be vrelcome,: t~ .y the majority of the Canadian
people .


