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4. This Agreement does not:

(a) require a Party to furnish or allow access to information if that Party determines 
that the disclosure of this information would be contrary to its essential security 
interests;

(b) prevent a Party from taking an action that it considers necessary to protect its 
essential security interests:

(i) relating to the traffic in arms, ammunition and implements of war and 
to such traffic and transactions in other goods, materials, services and 
technology undertaken directly or indirectly for the purpose of 
supplying a military or other security establishment,

(ii) taken in time of war or other emergency in international relations, or

(iii) relating to the implementation of national policies or international 
agreements respecting the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons or 
other nuclear explosive devices; or

(c) prevent a Party from fulfilling its obligations under the United Nations Charter 
for the maintenance of international peace and security.

5. This Agreement does not require a Party to furnish or allow access to information which 
if disclosed would impede law enforcement or would be contrary to the Party’s law protecting the 
deliberative and policy-making processes of the executive branch of government at the cabinet 
level, personal privacy or the confidentiality of the financial affairs and accounts of individual 
customers of financial institutions.

6. In the course of a dispute settlement procedure under this Agreement:

(a) a Party is not required to furnish or allow access to information protected under 
its competition law;

(b) a competition authority of a Party is not required to furnish or allow access to 
information that is privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure.

7. This Agreement does not apply to measures adopted or maintained by a Party with 
respect to a person engaged in a cultural industry. “Person engaged in a cultural industry” means a 
person engaged in the following activities:

(a) the publication, distribution or sale of books, magazines, periodicals or 
newspapers in print or machine-readable form, except when printing or 
typesetting any of the foregoing is the only activity;


