
substantial limitations, particularly concerning the questions left unasked in our
'cooperative security' andi 'open regionalism'policy perspectives.

1 want to turn now to two dimensions of Australia's new policy agenda with this
theme in minci. The first centres on the contribution of Gareth Evans, the former
Foreign Minister in the Keating government, in many ways the architect of-the
&cooperative security' perspective andi someone who deserves great credit for the
intellectual energy he brought to the Foreign Affairs portfolio. Evan's more
immediate significance is that bis major analytical work Cooperating For Peace
(1995) represents the most intellectually worked-out statement of the new foreign
policy approach to 'cooperative security' in the 1990s. The second dimension I
explore here concerns the major focus of Australia's current foreign policy - the
Asia/Pacific region - but it concentrates on the silenced other side of the 'open
regionalism' policy andi some of the themes and issues left out of officiai andi
mainstream representations of that policy andi its goals. In regard to both of these
foreign policy dimensions I argue that Australia is forsaking the opportunity for more
innovative andi less dangerous approaches to the world, primarily because its claims
for new world insight remain firmly embedded in old world (Westphalian) mind-sets.
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